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KENILWORTH. 



CHAPTER I. 

— - Ay, I know you have anenick, 
Vitriol, sal-tartre, argaile, alkaly, 
Cinoper : I know fJL This feUow, Captain, 
Will come in time to be a great distiller. 
And gite a say (I will not say directly. 
But very near) at the philosopher's stone. 

The Alchemist. 

Tbessilian and his attendants pressed their 
route with all dispatch. He bad asked the smith, 
indeed, when their departure was resolved on, 
whether he would not rather chuse to avoid Berk- 
shire, in which he had played a part so conspicu- 
ous. But Wayland returned a confident answer^ 
He had employed the short interval they passed 
at Lidcote Hall in transforming himself in a won« 
derful manner. His wild and overgrown thicket 
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4 KEKILWOaTH. 

of beard was now restrained to two small mous- 
tachips on the upper lip, turned up in a military 
fashion. A tailor from the village of Lidcote (well 
paid) had exerted his skill, under his customer's 
directions, so as completely to alter Wayland's 
outward man, and take off from his appearance 
almost twenty years of age. Formerly, besmearr 
ed with soof, and charcoalr— pyergrow^ with hair, 
^d bent double with the nature of his labourrr- 
disfigured too by his odd and fantastic dress, he 
seemed a man of fifty years old. But now, in a 
handsome suit of Tressilian'^s livery, with a sword 
by his side, and a buckler on his shoulder, he 
looked like a gay ruf&ing serving-man, whose age 
might be betwixt thirty and thirty-five, the very 
prime of human life. His loutish savage-looking 
demeanour seemed equally changed, into a for- 
ward, sharp, and impudent alertness of look and 
action. 

When challenged by Tressdlian, who desired 
to know the cause of a metamorphosis so singu- 
lar and so absolute, Wayland only answered by 
singing a stave from a comedy, which was then 
new, and yr^ s^ppo8ed, among the more favour- 
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able judges, to augur some genius on the part of 
the aatbor^ We are happy to preserve the cou- 
plrtf^'which ran exactly thus^— * 

'* Ban, ban, ca Caliban — 

Get a nerw ihasi&t — ^ a h^ man. 

Although Tressilian dkl not recollect the verses^ 
yet they reminded him that Way land had. once 
been a stage-^playei", a circumstance which, of it^ 
self, accounted indifferedtly well for the readiness 
with which he could assttnte so tola] a ohange of 
personal appearance. The artist himself was so 
confident of his disguise being completely clian- 
ged, or of his having completely changed his di^^ 
guise^ which may be the more correct mode ot 
speaking, that he r^gfetted they wei^ ii6t to pass 
n(?ar his old place of retreat 

** I could venture,^ he scud, •* in toy present 
dress, and with your worship^s blu^kingj to fdce 
Master Justice Blindas, even on a day of Quar^ 
ter Sessions ; and I would like to know what ia 
become of Hobgoblin, who is like to play the devil 
in the world, if he can once slip the string, and 
leave his grannie and his Dominie.--- -Ay, and the 
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iscathed vault r he said, " I would willingly have 
seen what havoc the explosion of so much gun* 
powder has made among Doctor Demetrius Do- 
boobie^s retorts and phials. I warrant. me, my 
fame haunts the Vale of the White Horse long 
after my body is rotten ; and that many a lout ties 
up his horse, lays dbwn his silver groat, and pipes 
like a sailor whistling in a calm, for Wayland 
Smith to come and shoe his tit for him. But the 
horse will catch the founders ere I answer the call.^ 

In this particular, indeed, Wayland proved a 
true prophet ; and so easily do fables rise, that 
an obscure tradition of his extraordinary practice 
in farriery prevails in the Vale of White Horse 
even unto this day ;* and neither the tradition 
9f Alfred's Victory, nor of the celebrated Pusey 
Horn, are better preserved in Berkshire than the 
wild legend of Wayland Smith. 

The haste of the travellers admitted their ma-< 
king no stay upon their journey, save what the 
refreshment of the horses required ; and as many 

* See Camden's Britannia.— Gough's Edition, vol. I. 
p. 331. 



yGoogk 



KElTlLWORTH. 7 

of the places through which they paired vr&t4 un- 
der the itifluetice of the £ari bf Lieicedter) or pei^ 
sons immediately dependent on him, they thought 
it prudent to disguise their names, and the pur- 
pose of their journey. On such occasions the 
agency of Wayland Smith (by whidi name we 
will continue to distinguish the artist, though his 
real name was Lancelot Wayland) was extr^sEie*- 
ly serviceable. He seemed, inde^, to hAve a 
pleasure in displaying the alertness with whidi 
he could bafBe investigation, and amuse bimiSielf 
by putting the curiosity of tapsters and innkeepers 
on a false scent. During the course of their brief 
journey, thrfee different, and inconsistent reports 
were circulated by him on their account; name- 
ly, first, that Tressilian was the Lord Dqiuty of 
L*eland, come over in disguise to take the Qneen^s 
pleasure concerning the great rebel Rory Oge 
MacCarthy MacMakon ; secondly, that the said 
Tressilian was an agent of Monsieur, ooming to 
urge his suit to the hand of Elizabeth ; thirdly, 
that he was the Duke of Medina, come over, in- 
cognito, to adjust the quarrel betwixt Philip and 
that princess. 
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Trennlian was angry, and expoalulalad with 
the artist cm the varioas inecnyeiiiencesy and^ in 
particular, the unneoessarj d^ree of attention to 
which they were subjected, by the figments he 
thus circulated; but he was pedified,.(for who 
could be {MTOof against such an argument ?) by 
Wayland^s assuring him that a general import- 
ance was attached to his own (Tressilian^s) stri- 
king presence, which rendered it necessary to 
give an extraordinary reason for the rapidity and 
secrecy of his journey. 

At length they approached the metn^hs) 
whare, owing to the more general recourse of 
strangers, their appearance excited neither obser- 
vation nor inquiry, and finally they entered Lon- 
don itself. 

It was Tresulian^s purpose to go down directiy 
to Deptford, where Lord Sussex resided, in order 
to be near the court, then held at Oreenwich, the 
favourite residence of Elizabeth, and honoured 
as her birth-place. Still a brief halt in London 
was necessary ; and it was somewhat prolonged 
by the earnest entreaties of Wayland Smith, who 
desired permission to take a walk through the city. 



yGoogk 



XBNILWORTH. 9 

<^ Take thy sword dud buckler, uidfoUow me» 
then^^^aidTlresfiilian; '^lamftbouttowAlkmyA. 
flelf> and we will go in company.^ 

This he said, because he was not alu^tber so 
secure of the fidelity of his new retainer, as to 
leave sight of him, at this interesting^ moment^ 
when rival factions at the court of Elizabeth wete 
runmng so Mgh. Wayland Smith willingly ac4 
quiesced in the precaution, of which he proba» 
bly conjectured the motive, but only stipulated^ 
that his master should enter the sh<^ of such 
chemists or apothecaries as he should pcnnt out, 
in walking through Fleet Street^ and permit him 
to mdce some necessary purchases. Tressilian 
agreed, and obeying the signal of his attendant^ 
* walked successively into more than four or five 
shops, where he observed that Wayland purcha-^ 
sed in each only one single drug, in various quan« 
titles. The medidnes which he first asked fori 
were readily furnished, each in succession^ but 
those which he afterwards required were less easi« 
ly suppIied-^-and Tressilian observed, that Way- 
land more than once, to the surprise of the shop- 
keeper, returned the gum or herb that was ofl*er-. 
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10 KENILWOBTH. 

ed to him, and compelled him to exchange it for 
the right sort, or else went on to seek it elsewhere. 
But one ingredient, in particular, seemed almost 
impossible to be found. Some chemists plainly ad- 
mitted they had never seen it,— others denied that 
such a drug existed, excepting in the imagination 
of crazy alchemists, — and most of them attempted 
to satisfy their customer, by producing seme sub* 
stitute, which, when rejected by Wayland, as not 
being what he had asked for, they maintained pos- 
sessed, in a superior degree, the self same quali- 
ties. In general, they all displayed some curiosity 
concerning the purpose for which he wanted it. 
One old meagre chemist, to whom the artist put 
the usual question, in terms which Tressilian nei- 
ther understood, nor could recollect, answered 
frankly, there was none of that drug in London, 
unless Yoglan the Jew chanced to have some of 
it upon hand. 

" I thought as much," said Wayland. And as 
soon as they left the shop, he said to Tressilian, 
" I crave your pardon, sir, but no artist can work 
without his tools. I must needs go to this Yog- 
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lan'^s ; and I promise you, that if this detains you 
longer than your leisure seems to permit, you 
shall, nevertheless, be well repaid, by the use I 
will make of this rare drug. Permit me," he add- 
ed, " to walk before you, for we are now to quit 
the broad street, and we will make double speed 
if I lead the way." 

Tressilian acquiesced, and, following the smith 
down a lane which turned to the left haiid towards 
the river, he found that his guide walked on with 
great speed, and apparently perfect knowledge 
of the town, through a labyrinth of bye-streets, 
courts, and blind alleys, until at length Wayland 
paused in the midst of a very narrow lane, the 
termination of which shewed a peep of the Thames 
looking misty and muddy, which back-ground 
was crossed by the masts of two lighters that 
lay waiting for the tide. The shop under which 
he halted had not, as in modem days, a glazed 
window — ^but a paltry canvas screen surrounded 
such a stall as a cobler now occupies, having the 
front open, much in the manner of a fishmonger's 
booth of the present day. A little old smock-faced 
man, thie very reverse of a Jew in complexion^ 
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for he w«s very R^uhaired mt well as beardlesci^ 
appeared, and with many courtesies^ asked Way- 
land what be pleased to want He had no sooner 
named the drug^ than the Jew started and look 
surprised. ** And vat might your Torship vant 
vith that drug which is not named, mein god, in 
forty years I have been chemist here ?^ 

^' These questions it is no part of my commis- 
sion to answer^^ said Wayland ; <' I only wish to 
know if you have what I want^ and having it, are 
willing to sell it f^ 

'^ Ay, m^n god, for having it that I have, 
and for selling it I am chemist, and sell every 
drug.^ So saying, he exhibited a powder, and 
then continued, ^^ But it will cost much monies 
«— Vat I ave cost its weight in gold-i-^y, gold 
Well-refined' — I vill say six times— It comes from 
Mount Sinai, where we had our blessed Law 
given forth, and the plant blossoms but once in 
one hundred year.'' 

" I do not know how often it is gathered on 
Mount Sinai,'' said Wayland, after looking at the 
drug offered him with great disdain, *' but I will 
wager my sword and buckler against your gaber- 
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dine, that this trash you offer me instead of what 
I asked for, may be had for gathoring on the 
castle-ditch at Aleppo.^ 

^^ You are a rude man,^ said the Jew ; «* and, 
besides, I ave no better than that— -or if I ave, I 
will not sell it without order of a physician— or 
without you tell me vat you make of it.^^ 

The artist made brief answer in a language of 
wluch Tres^ilian could not understand a word, 
and which seemed to strike the Jew with the 
utmost astonishment. He stared upon Wayland 
like one who has suddenly recognized some 
mighty hero or dreaded potentate, in the person 
of an unknown and unmarked stranger. ** Holy 
Elias P he exclmmed, when he had recovered the 
first stunning effects of his surprise; and then 
pasidngfrom his former suspicious and surly juan* 
ner to the very extremity of obsequiousness, he 
cringed low to the artist, and besought him to 
enter his poor house, to bless lus miserable thres- 
hold by crossing it. 

'^ Yill you not taste a cup with the poor Jew, 
Zacharias Yoglan ?-— Vill you Tokay ave ?--*>vill 
you Lachi^m^ taste ?— *vill you'*'— -^^ 
U 
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<^ You offend in yotir proffers,^^ said Wayland ; 
^^ minister to me in what I require of you, and 
forbear further discourse.*" 

The rebuked Israelite took his bunch of keys, 
and opening with drcumspection a cabinet which 
seemed more strongly secured than the other 
cases of drugs and medicines amongst which it 
stood, he drew out a little secret drawer, having 
a glass lid, and containing a small portion of a 
black powder. This he o&red to Wayllind, his 
manner conveying the deepest devotion towards 
him, though an avaricious and jealous expression 
which seemed to grudge every grain ofiiirhat hia 
customer was about to possess himself, disputed 
ground in his countenance, with the obsequious 
deference which he desired it should exhibit. 

" Have you scales ?'^ said Wayland. 

The Jew pointed to those which lay ready for 
common use in the shop, but he did so with a 
puzzled expression of doubt and fear, which did 
not escape the artist. 

" They must be other than these,^ said Way- 
land sternly ; ^^ know you- not that holy thii^ 
lose their virtue if weighed in an unjust balance ?^ 
10 
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The Jew hang his head, took from a steel- 
plated casket a pair of scales beautifully mount- 
ed, and said, as he adjusted them for the artist'^s 
use,— ^' With these I do mine own experiment 
— >one hair c^ the high-priesf s beard would turn 
them.'' 

^^ It suffices,"" said the artist ; and weighed out 
two drachms for himself of the black powder, 
which he very carefully folded up, and put into 
his pouch with the other drugs. He then de* 
manded the price of the Jew, who answered, riia« 
king his head and bowing,—- 

^^ No price— no, nothing at all from such as 
you. — But you will see the poor Jew again ? you 
will look into his laboratory, where, God help 
him, he hath dried himself to the substance of 
the withered gourd of Jonah the holy prophet— < 
You vill have pity on him, and shew him one 
little step on the great road ?^ 

*^ Hush!'' said Wayland, laj^ing his finger 
mysteriously on his mouthy ^^ it may be we shall 
meet again— thou hast already the ScJuthr^nafiny 
as thine own Rabbis call it— the general creation ; 
watch therefore, and pray, for thou must attain 
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the knowledge of Aldiahest EHxir, Samech, ere 
I may commune further with thee* Then re- 
turning with a slight nod the reverential oong6s 
of the Jew, he walked gravely up the lane, fol- 
lowed by his master, whose first observation on 
the scene he had just witnessed, was, that Way- 
land ought to have paid the man for his drug, 
whatever it was. 

** I pay bim f* said the artist ; ** May the foul 
fiend pay me if I do ! — Had it not been that I 
thought it might displease your worship, I would 
have had an ounce or two of gold out of him, in 
exchange of the same just weight of brick-dust.'' 

** I advise you to practise no such knavery 
while waiting upon me,** said Tressilian. 

" Did I not say,*" answered the artist, " that for 
that reason alone, I forbore him for the present. 
—Knavery, call you it ? — ^why, yonder wretched 
skeleton hath wealth sufiicient to pave the whole 
lane he lives in with dollars, yet scarce miss them 
out of his own iron chest ; yet he goes mad after 
the philosopher's stone-— and besides he would 
have cheated a poor serving-man, as he thought 
me at first, with trash that was not worth a penny 
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«— Match for match, quoth the devil to the collier ; 
if his false medicine was worth my good crowns, 
my true brick-dust is as well worth his good gold.^ 

<^ It may be so for aught I know/ said Tresd- 
lian, <* in dealing amongst Jews and apothecaries ; 
, but understand, that to hare such tricks of leger<« 
demain practised by one attending on me, dimi« 
nishes my honour, and that I will not permit 
them. I trust thou hast made up thy purchases?^ 

" I have, sir," replied Wayland ; " and with 
these drugs will I, this very day, compound the 
true orvietan, that noble medicine which is so sd-> 
dom found genuine and effective within these 
realms of Europe, for want of that most rare and 
predous drug which I got but now from Yoglan." 

<' But why not have made all your purchases 
at one shop?" said his master; << we have lost 
nearly an hour in running from one pounder of 
ffimples to another." 

" Content you, ar," said Wayland. " No man 
shall learn my secret ; and it would not be mine 
long, were I to buy all my materials from one 
chemist." 

VOL. II. B 
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Tb«))» ifour HUtm^i ^ thm hs^s (the famous 
lMi'Smr$fs^) ftud 'wbii^ the Lord Su«sex^a ser- 
rwt pzi^^ored tbe h&r^^fof tifir journey. Way- 
Uady obimBiDg frpni the eook the service of a 
9K»fter» $b«i Mmself up in a private chamber, 
vhere liemixedipw^dedf aad amalgacaated the 
drugs which he b^ bwg]b^ ecidi ia itadue Tpro^ 
por^M, intfi a readioessiMd addre^ci that fdmi^ 
)y ^le^red bi«a w^ praetised in aU the manual 
Qpif&fkm» of pbam^aoy. 

By the ^me Wayland^s eleetiiaiy waa prepared 
tb^ b^treei^ were ready, and a 9hon hourls riding 
hfoilght them io the preeexit halatation of l4erd 
SusiCT, an ancifiat houses eaUed Say'*9 Court, newr 
Depftford, wUch had long pertiuned to a iamikf 
of that name, but had, for vrpwegcdfi of a eeatury , 
been poseesaed by the andeiif and honourabfe 
fidnily of Evelyn. Thepiresefit repceeenitativeof 
that ancient house took a deep ialereet ia the Earl 
of Sttsass, and had wiliin^ly aacomwedated both 
him and Im numerous retinue in h^ hosfutaUe 
raansioB. SayVCouirtwasiiltervardstbereaidaM^ 
of the celebrated Mr Evelyn, whose " SUva^ is 
13 
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Still the manual of British planters ; and whose 
life, manners, and principles, as illustrated in his 
Memoirs, ought equally to be the manual of Eng- 
lish gentlemen. 
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CHAPTER II. 

This is rare news thoa teU'st me, my good feUow ; 
There are two bulls fierce battling on the green 
For one fair heifou^tfae one goes down 
The dale will be more peaceful, and the herd. 
Which have small interest in their brulziement, 
May pasture there In peace. 

OUPlay. 

Say^s Couat was watched like a beleaguered 
fort ; and so high rose the suspicions of the time, 
that Tressilian and his attendants were stopped 
and questioned repeatedly by centinels, both on 
foot and horseback, as they approached the'abode 
of the sick EarL In truth, the high rank which 
Sussex held in Queen Elizabeth^s favour, and his 
known and atowed rivalry of the Earl of Leicester, 
caused the utmost importance to be attached to 
his welfare ; for, at that period we treat of, all men 
doubted whether he or the Earl of Leicester might 
ultimately have the higher rank in her regard. 
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Elizabeth, like many of her sex, was fond of 
governing by factions, so as to balance two op- ' 
posing interests, and reserve in her own hand the 
power of makihg either predominate, as the inte- 
rest of the state, or perhaps as her own female 
caprice, (for to that foible even she was not su* 
perior,) might finally determine. To finesse— to 
hold the cards— to oppose one interest to another 
—to bridle him who thought himself highest in 
her esteem, by the fears he must entertdn of an« 
other equally trusted, if not equally beloved, were 
arts which she used through her reign, and which 
enabled her, though ifrequently giving way to the 
weakness of favouritism, to prevent most of ita 
evil eflects on her kingdom and government. 

The two nobles, who at present stood as rivals 
in her favour, possessed very different pretensions 
to share it ; yet it might be in general said, that 
the Earl of Sussex had been most serviceable to 
the queen, while Leicester was most dear to the 
woman.. Sussex was, according to the phrase of 
the times, a martialist ; had done good service in 
Ireland, and in Scotland, and especially in the ^ 
great northern rebellion, in 1669, whioh was quel- 
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led,, in a. great Bftfafture, by his military t|ile«^l& He 
\§rajE^ tberefope,^ j^ajturally sunoonded an^ l<)Qk«d 
iiypt ^ by those wl^ wisb/9d tp nudi^e arm« theiF 1^^ 
to 4^tiiji|ction. The Earl of Sossex, moreoiveir^ waa 
of pKure ancient aod honoui^ble descent %hw Im 
ri¥alj i^^g ^ ^^ person the rep0eseBti^tiol& qf 
the Fitz Walters, aa veil as of the Ratdil^ whiki 
a^ scutcher of Leicester waa stained by tbe!de«» 
grad^^tion of h]is..gra^^t&the^, tb(eoppes«j^feitiuiik. 
teiT of Henry VII., and scarce kaproved by Ibat of 
hia i^tber> tbe uofa^ppy Dudley, Duke {if Novth.- 
umbecland^ executed on Tower-Hill, Angusl 9tH^ 
1563, Out in persooat features, and adda^ess^irea^ 
ppnst SQ fwmidaUl^in %he oouift vf a ftsvude m)i9e^ 
reign, L^icest^r hafdad«aatagein(H*'^tj^8^^ 
to cpw^erbalance tbemilitary serviees^ bigb Uood, 
and frank bearing of the Earl of Sussex ; ai^dli^ 
boreinitheegre of thecourtapQ41fi^gdom9thehi|^Qr 
sbar^ in J^Uzi^ljh's favpur, though, (for such w^ 
her unifpmi policy) by no, meanp so deeide<%' 
expjressed a3 to warrant him ag^ii^ the final ]^i{e>*^ 
pppder^ce of bis^riva^'s.preti^niap^a^ Tbeil}nes6t 
of Sujssex tb^e£otr^ h^pjpened so (^povtjup^y foe 
Leicester^ ^p togiverisc to strange s^ft^aikes ai^ieng 
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tbe puUe; vASie Ant S^imrm cf An due Eiri 
weve filltd with the dMpist Apj^nbcMkm, oodf 
thote of the cithep wkk the hig^ifist hofm «f ite 
pmbaUekMe. ]iIeiitiwhik,<^lMr in that ekl tiaie 
mm sever fergot the fyrol)iftAty that )|fae mttter 
iBigtltt be^etermitted'by lingtAi4rf*«w;oied,«^«dieM». 
tiAnens ^ each MMe fldeked^^UMKifld their fttttfon, 
appeared well armed m Ate vktmty of thtf emtft 
ili9€ilf^ aMd disCtn^b^d the eat df «ke eovi^Mi^ by 
tiieir frequeet and aktming delMiiei^ held WM 
wkhin the predncta of her {lalace. 1? bia prdimi* 
nafryatalemeBt is neeesaaryjlo^readenviat f€^lo## 
iiiteHifgible f o '!he tieoder* 

OteTreaBiliftiy^a amvfd a€ SiEiy^d CourV^ he touvif 
the pfaee fitted with the retiuiieM <tf the Earl of 
Stfssex, aMd<ef ^ gentlemen who^caaie t^attend 
their pttiretv ki his illne69; Ariii» ^ere in etvety 
haind, and a deep gkmm en eteiy eountenanoe, aa 
ifihef had appreJ!ieBded an immediate and vio^ 
knt adSftHflt fM>m the Gpf&ite IGietioa. in the haiUy 
kiDwever, fe which TresBilian waa ushered by one 
of the Barf i» attendants, while another went to 
inform Sussex of his arrival, he fetmd ot% twst 
gentlemen in writing. There was a remarktfbl^ 



yGoogk 



84 KBNILWOBTH. 

contrast betwixttheir dress, iqppearance, and man* 
ners. The attire 6f the elder gentleman, a person 
as it seemed of quality and in the prime of life, 
was very plain and soldier-like, his stature low, 
and his features of that kind which express sound 
common sense, without a grain of vivacity or ima« 
gination. The younger, who seemed about twen. 
ty, or upwards, was clad in the gayest habit used 
by persons of quality at the period, wearing a 
crimson velvet clcfak richly ornamented with lace 
and embroidery, with a bonnet of the same, en* 
circled with a gold chain turned three times round 
it, and secured by a medal. His hair was adjusted, 
very nearly like that of some fine gentlemen of 
our own time, that is, it was combed upwards, 
and made to stand as it were on end, and in his 
ears he wore a pair of silver ear-rings, having each 
a pearl of considerable size. The countenance of 
this youth, besides being regularly handsome and 
accompanied by a fine person, was animated and 
striking in a degree that seemed to speak at once 
the firmness of a decided and the fire of an enter* 
prizing character, the power of reflection, and the 
promptitude of determination. 
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Both these gentlemen reclined nearly m the 
same posture on benches near each odier ; but each 
seeming engaged in his own meditations, looked 
straight upon the wall which was opposite to them, 
without speaking to his companion. The looks of 
the elder were of that sort, which convinced the be- 
holder, that, in looking on the wall, he saw no more 
than the side of an old hall hung around with 
cloaks, antlers, bucklers, old pieces of armour^ 
partizans, and the similar articles which were usu- 
ally the furniture of such a place. The look of 
the younger gallant had in it something ima^na^ 
tive ; he was sunk in reyerie, and it seemed as if 
the empty space of air betwixt him and the wall^ 
were the stage of a theatre on which his fancy was 
mustering his own dramatis personae, and treating 
him with sights far difPerent from those which his 
awakened and earthly vision could have offered. 

At the entrance of Tressilian both started from 
th^r musing, and bade him welcome ; the young, 
er, in particular, with great appearance of anima. 
lion and cordiality. 

<* Thou art welcome^ Tresalian,'' said the 
youth ; ** thy philosophy stole thee from us when 
10 
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diis hotMehoU lud ohgectBcf ambitum to affef — 
il ban boneat pbiiasi)|iiiy» ance ittetumsdiee lot 
116^ when liiere are onlgr cbngers to be duured.^ 

^ Ifimy leod^ then, so Jimgm^^AyMuimpof^ r 
said ToeMiian. 

^ We fear tdbe very worat^^ msweeed the eldear 
gcMdcmaiiy ^ and by the iv^ocst praetice.^ 

** Fye,^ lejOiedTrcflsilian, « my Lord0f Le^ 
cesterifi honaocdblc;!" 

^ Wbatdoth ke with tndaiattteDdinBts^ tben^as 
lie Jiatb about fakga?'^ aakd the jonnger ^giJXmAi 
>^ 1!'be man win raises tkr defrsl b»j befaonest^ 
\Mk he » ;aa&nirerai)le for )the:niisGfaie£ which 1^ 
ficfid idoecy fcr all tfaot*'' 

. ^ AaA is. tfaia alt thai; are ef yas^ «i^ imtfeSyr' 
said Tsesabaai^ ^^ fthat ave aboti* my kvdifi'tiis- 
Ktmosb strauto.?^ 

^ N% Bo^^ repikd the eider geolkflia^ '^ Ijheiv 
am Tjracyv Markham, and several; nmre ; but we 
keiqp watch; hm^e by two) at once,, and aoHie itfe 
4«eairy and are dscpuig in the galkiy^ ftbever 

^^ And some,^ said the young many ^^ are gpne 
down te tbe Dock: yondrar at Deplfovd». to look 
joHt suaha lwUu» they miiy'parc&ise by clubU 
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their l^rokett ibrtunes; and sosoomaa ail is over, 
Hie m\k lajf our aobk lofd in a voUe gveen gmfe, 
have a blow at those who have hurried liim thu 
ther, if cffpn^timky^ 9iiU^ aad tfaaa aail Sdr the 
Indies whh hearts as Kgtrt as our purses.^ 

^< It may be,^ said Tre$si£iui» ^* an I will em- 
brace the same yMfpnn^ soaoon as I have settled 
sKme bu#»ie«a at eetyt.^ 

^< THph biu^iess al eeuft ^ ^y4a«fdi(exelaniDBd 
atonfo^; <^ w4 Ami make the IndMnyojsager 

<^ Wly» Ttemiim^ md the younget man^ 
<^:^ them Q0t iRed^ted^flnd beyond tbese flsum 
dTfortilQ^^ that dri¥e£dk9(€iit te^ se^^hen theur 
bwk Iw«r» fs^ie9t fetf the barcaii iW^Whaft has be* 
goi9e^ibe lov;elur loftfomi^ tfiat ms tauMtdi 
]»y At9«V^ for ti>iil^. and beauiby £"* 

^- Speak nol «C her T swt Treaeilkii, a:v»tiag» 

tilJaii^ lliSiliradi very sffeotamateLy ; ^ tfaes, fow 
not { Witt agaia toneli Ae green wmind-^-^Bukit 
i»sti»ngeas weUaasadnews*. A^re none of ouir 
fair and merry fellow^pto escape slnprareek oi 
foduni^aftd happbtpsa in diis^aucUen taMpest? I 
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had hoped thou wert in harbour, at least, my dear 

Edmund-— But truly says another dear friend of 

thy name, 

. ' What man that sees the ever whirling wheel 
Of Chance, the which all mortal things doth sway ; 
But that thereby doth find and plainly feel. 
How Mutability in them doth play 
Her cruel sports to many men's decay/ " 

The elder gentleman had risen from his bench, 
and was padng the hall with some impatience, 
while the youth, with much earnestness and feel- 
ing, recited these lines. When he had done, the 
other wrapped himself in his cloak, and again 
stretched himself down, saying, <^ I marvel, Tres- 
silian, you will feed the lad in this silly humour. 
If there were aught to draw a judgment upon a 
virtuous and honourable household like my lord^s, 
renounce me if I think not it were this piping, 
whining, childish trick of poetry that came among 
us with Master Walter Wittypate here and his 
comrades, twisting into all manner of uncouth 
and incomprehensible forms of speech the honest 
plain English phrase which God gave us to ex- 
press our meaning withal.^ 

*' Blount believes,^ said his comrade, laughing, 
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" the devil woo'd Eve in rbime, and that the 
mystic meaning of the Tree of Knowledge, refers 
solely to the art of clashing rhymes and meting 
out hexameters.^^ 

At this moment the EarPs chamberlain enter- 
ed, and informed Tf essilian that his lord required 
to speak with him. 

He found Lord Sussex dressed, but unbraced 
and lying on his couch, and was shocked at the aiL 
teration disease had made in his person. The Earl 
received him with the most friendly cordiality, and 
inquired into the state .of his courtship. Tressi- 
lian evaded his inquiries for a moment, and turn- 
ing his discourse on the EarPs own health, he dis- 
covered, to his surprise, that the symptoms of his 
disorder corresponded minutely with those which 
Wayland had predicated concerning it. He he* 
sitated not, therefore, to communicate to Sussex 
the whole hbtory of his attendant, and the pre- 
tensions he set up to cure the disorder under 
which be laboured. The Earl listened with in- 
credulous attention until the name of Demetrius 
was mentioned, and then suddenly called to his 
secretary to bring him a certain casket which con- 
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Mikied papers of importaiice. <^ Take out fi^m 
tlMMe^^ be said, <^ the ckedafatfoli of the Pascal 
Qook whom w^ had under ^xafniuiftion, and look 
heedfuUy if the name of Demetriiil» be not there 
nwntkinod.* 

The seeretarj turned to the passage at once, 
and read, ^^ And said declarant, being exaviin- 
ed, salth) That he remembers hinying made the 
6taw6 to the said stut^g«cMl^sh) a^er eatittg of 
Whichy the said noble Lord was faketi ill ; mA be 
put the ustial in^edieilts and cotldimei^ts thefe- 
iiiy namely*^— *-• 

** Ftoi over his trasb^ said tine Edrh "^^ imd ^ee 
whether lie had not beeli supplied with bis mil* 
tciials bf ft herbalist eaUed Detnetrttis.'' 

<^ It is erfen so,^ ansMisered the seeretai'y. <^ And 
he adds, ha has not sinee seen llie ^tudDemetritis.^ 

** Thw aocords with thy felldw^s story, Tres- 
siliap,'' said the Eairl ; ^ c$il hitit bttber."" 

On bemg- sunMHoned to tbif BarPs pr esetiee, 
Waylimd Soikll teid his fonnet tale witb firm- 
ness and eonsistetidy. 

" It may be,"" said tile Earl, <* fhmi art seiit 
by those who hsvd h^gan tMs work, to^ end k teft 
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cine, it nay go hard with thee.^^ 

^ That were severe ueasMft ^"^ md Wayland, 
<< since the issue of medidne, and the end of li£^ 
are in God^s diciposal* But I will stand the risk. 
1 ha^e not Kved sploog under gvouody jtoheafrmd 
of a graive,'* 

^ Nay, if tbcMibe'st so <M)QfideDty''s«idthe Earl 
of Sussex, << I will take the. nak too^&r thefeam-p 
edctfikdoiiiQlhingftarHie. TeUmehawtfabme- 
dicine ia to be tak^nJ* 

<< That will I do praiaidy,'' uid Wayland ; 
*^ but «tt9W me to condition tbatt nnoe I incur ' 
all ihe Hak of this trea&Qent,. no ether physicioa 
shall be permitted t<^ intcifin^ with it*"^ 

<« That ia but fiurrtepdiad the Eavl; '' md 
now fr^pv^ your drag.*^ 

Whale Wayhmd ob^ed the Eatfa oommaud^ 
hia flarvnati3> by the art«^*s d^rection^ undressed 
iktk naaster^ wd placed htm in bad, 

^* I warn you,"^ he said, << thai the first operas 
tion of thta medicane wiU b^ to pvodoee a heavy 
sleep, during which time the ch«nber muat be 
kept undiatwrbed; aa the cpasequeHees may other- 
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wise be fatal. I myself wDl watch by the Earl, 
with any of the gentlemen of his chamber.'^ 

^^ Let all leave the room, save Stanley and this 
good fellow,^ said the EarL 

"And saving me also,*' said Tressilian. " I tod 
am deeply interested in the eflFects of this potion." 

" Be it so, good friend,'' said the Earl ; « and 
how for our experiment ; but first call my secre- 
tary and chamberlain." 

" Bear witness," he continued, when these of- 
ficers arrived, " bear witness for me, gentlemen, 
that our honourable friend Tressilian is in no 
way responsible for the effects which this medi- 
cine may produce upon me, the taking it being 
my own free action and choice, in regard I be- 
lieve it to be a remedy which God has furnished 
me by unexpected means, to recover me of my 
present malady. Commend me to my noble and 
princely Mistress ; and say that I live and die her 
true servant, and wish to all about her throne 
the same singleness of heart and will to serve her, 
with more ability to do so than hath been assigned 
to poor Thomas Ratcliffe." 
He then folded his hands, and seemed for a 
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second or two absorbed in mental devotion, then 
took the pc^n in his hand, and, paunng, regard- 
ed Way land with a. look that seemed designed to 
penetrate bis very soul, but which caused no an- 
xiety or hesitation in the countenance or manner 
of the artist. 

^' Here is nothing, to be feared,^ said Sussex 
to Tressilian ; and swallowed the medidne with- 
out farther hesitation. 

^' I am now to pray your lordship/' said Way- 
land, ^' to dispose yourself to rest as commodious- 
ly as ypu can ; and of you, gentlemen, to remain 
as still and mute as if yoii waited/tt your mother's 
death-bed.'' 

The chamberlain and secretary then withdrew, 
^ving orders that all doors be bolted, and all 
noise in the house strictly prohibited. Several 
gentlemen were voluntary watphers in the ball^ 
but none remained in the chamber of the sick 
Earl, save his groom of the chamber, Stanley, the 
artist, and Tressilian. — ^Wayland Smith's pre- 
dictions were speedily accomplished, and a sleep 
fell upon the Earl, so deep and sound, that they 
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who watched his bedside b^an to fear, that, in 
hia weakened state, he might pass away without 
awakemng from his lethargy. Wayland Snuth 
himself iqipeared anxious, and fdt the temples 
of the Earl slightly, from time to time, attending 
pardcularly to the state of respiration, whidi was 
full and deep, but at the same time easy and 
uninterrupted. 
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CHAPTER III. 

You logger-hfeaded and unpolishM grooms, 
What, no attcnfbnce, no legud, no duty ? 
Where is the foolish knaye I lent before ? 

TMtUng qfthe Skrsw* 

There is no period at which men look worse 
in the eyes of each other, or feel more uncomfort- 
able, than when the first dawn of daylight finds 
them watchers. Ev^i a beauty of the first order, 
after the vigils of a ball are interrupted by the 
dawn, would do wisely to withdraw herself from 
the gaze of her fondest and most partial admirers. 
Such was the pale, inauspicious, and ungrateful 
light, which began to beam upon those who kept 
watch all night, in the hall at Say^s Court, and 
which mingled its cold pale blue difinsion with the 
red, yellow, and smoky beams of expiring lamps 
and torches. The young gallant, whom we no- 
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ticed in our last Chapter, had left the room for a 
few minutes, to learn the cause of a knocking at 
the outward gate, and on his return, was so struck 
with the forlorn and ghastly aspects of his com- 
panions of the watch, that he exclaimed, " Pity 
of my heart, my masters, how like owls you look ! 
Methinks, when the sun ris^s, I shall see you flut- 
ter off with your eyes dazzled, to stick yourselves 
into the next ivy-tod or ruined steeple.^ 

^^Hold thy peace, thou gibing fool,^ saidBlount, 
^^ hold thy peace. Is this a time for jeering, when 
the manhood of England is perchance dying 
within a walPs breadth of thee ?'^ 

" There thou liest," replied the gallant. 

" How, lie r exclaimed Blount, starting up, 
" lie, and to me ?^ 

" Why, so thou didst, thou peevish fool," an- 
swered the youth ; " thou didst lie on that bench 
even now, didst thou not ? But art thou not a 
hasty coxcomb, to pick up a wry word so wrath- 
fuUy ? Nevertheless, loving and honouring my 
lord as truly as thou, or any. one, I do say, that 
should Heaven take him from us, all England^s 
manhood dies not with him.'' 
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^^ Ay,"^ replied Blount, ^^ a good pordon will 
survive with thee, doubtless.^ 

<^ And a good portion with thyself, Blount, and 
with stout Markham here, and Tracy, and all of 
UB. But I am he will best employ the talent 
heaven has given to us alL^ 

" As how, I prithee ?" said Blount ;" tell us 
your mystery of multiplying.^ 

" Why, sirs,^ answered the youth, " ye are 
like goodly land, which bears no crop because it 
is not quickened by manure; but I have that rising 
spirit in me, which will make my poor faculties la- 
bour to keep pace with it. My ambition will keep 
my brain at work, I warrant thee.^ 

" I pray to God it does not drive theemad,^^ 
said Blount ; *^ for my part, if we lose' our noble 
lord, I bid adieu to the court and to the camp 
both. I have five hundred foul acres in Norfolk, 
and thither will I, and change the court pantoufle 
for the country hobnail.'*^ 

<^ O base transmutation !^ exclaimed his anta- 
gonist ; ^' thou hast already got the true rustic 
slouch— thy shoulders stoop, as if thine hands 
were at the stilts of the plough, and thau hast a 
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kind of earthy smell about thee, instead of being 
perfumed with essence, as a gallant and courtier 
should. On my soul, thou hast stolen out to roll 
thyself on a hay mow. Thy only excuse will be 
to swear by thy hilts, that the farmer had a fair 
daughter.'" 

** I pray thee, Walter,** said another of the 
company, '* cease thy raillery, which suits neither 
time nor place, and tell us who was at the gate 
just now.** 

** Doctor Masters, physician to her Grace in or- 
dinary, «ent by her especial orders to inquire af- 
ter the EarPs healtb,** answered Walter. 

" Ha ! what !** e^daimed Tracy, " that was 
no slight mark of favour ; if the Eaii can but come 
through, be will match with Leicester yet. Is 
Masters with my lord at present ?** 

" Nay,** replied Walter, "he is half way back 
to Greenwich by this time, and in high dudgecm.** 

^^ Thou didst not refuse him admittance .^** ex-> 
claimed Tracy. 

" Thou wert not surely so mad ?" ejaculated 
Blount. 

" I refused him admittance as flatly, Blount, 
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as you would refuse a penny to a Uind beggar ; 
as obiBtinately, Tracy, as thou didst ever deny ac- 
cess to a dun.^ 

<^ Why, m the fiend's name, didst thou trust 
him to go ta the gate V* said Blount to Tracy. 

<^ It suited his years better than mine,^ answ^« 
ed Tracy; ^' but he has und(»e us all now tho^ 
roughly. My lord may live or die, he will never 
have a look of favour fiom her Maje^y agaia.^ 

^' Nor the means of making fortunes for his 
followers,^ said the young gallant, sailing oon^ 
temptuously ;— ^^ diere lies the sore point, that 
will brook no handling. My good sirs, I aoimded 
my lam^atations over my lord somewhat less loud- 
ly than some of you ; but when the point comes 
of doing him sarvice, I will yield to none of you. 
Had this learned leech entered, tfainkst thou not 
there had been such a coil betwixt him and Ties- 
alian^s mediciner, that not the sleeper only, but 
the very dead mi^t have awakened? I know 
what ^larum belongs to the discord i£ doctors.^ 

*^ And who is to take the blame of oppostng 
the Queen^s ordars ?^ said Tracy ; ^^ for undenia- 
bly. Doctor Masters came with her Grace^s posi- 
tive commands to cure the Earl.*" 
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** 1^ who have done the wtong, will bear the 
blame,^ said Walter. 

<^ Thus, then, off fly the dreams of cotirt fevour 
thou hast nourished,^ said Blount ; <* and despite 
idl thy boasted art and ambition, Devonshire will 
see thee shine a true younger brother, fit to sit low 
at the board, carve turn about with the chaplain, 
look that the hounds be fed, and see the squire^s 
garths drawn when he goes a hunting.^ 

*< Not so,^ said the young man, colouring, 
** not while Ireland and the Netherlands have 
wars, and not while the sea hath pathless waves. 
The rich West hath lands undreamed of, and Bri- 
tain contains bold hearts to venture on the quest 
of them.— -Adieu for a space, my masters. I go to 
walk in the court and look to the centinels.*' 

<^ The lad hath quicksilver in his veins, that 
is certain,^ said Blount, looking at Markham. 

'< He hath that both in brain and blood,^ said 
Markham, ^^ which may dther make or mar him. 
But, in closing the door against Masters, he hath 
done a daring and loving piece of service ; for 
Tressilian^s fellow hath ever averred, that to wake 
the Earl were death, and Masters would wake the 
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Seven Sleepers themselves, if he thought they 
slept not by the regular ordinance of medicine.^ 

Morning was well advanced, when Tressilian, 
fatigued and over-watched, came down to the hall 
with the joyful intelligence, that the Earl had awa- 
k^ied of himself, that he found his internal com^ 
plaints much mitigated, and spoke with a cheer* 
fulness, and looked round with a vivacity, which 
of themselves shewed a material and favourable 
change had taken place. Tresralian at the same 
time commanded the attendance of one or two of 
his followers, to report what had passed during 
the night, and to relieve the watchers in the EarPs 
chamber. 

When the message of the Queen was commu- 
nicated to the Earl of Sussex, he at first smiled at 
the repulse which the physician had received from 
his zealous young follower, but instantly recollect>- 
ing himself, he commanded Blount, his master of 
the horse, instantly to take boat, and go down the 
river to the Palace of Greenwich, taking youDg 
Walter and Tracy with him, and make a suit- 
able compliment, expressing his grateful thanks 
to his Sovereign, and mentioning the cause why 
3 
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he bad not been enabled to profit by the assistance 
of the wise and learned Doctor Masters. 
• '' A plague (Ml it,^ said Blount, as he descend- 
ed the stairs^ ^^ had he sent me with a cartel to 
Leicester, I think I should have dcMie his »nund 
indifferently well. But to go to our gracious Sove- 
reign, before whom aU wordjB must be lackered 
oyer either with gilding or with sugar, is such a 
confectionary matter as clean baffles my poor old 
English brain. — Come with me, Tracy, and come 
you too. Master Walter Wittypate, that art the 
cause of our having all this ado. Let^ us see if 
thy neat brain, that frames so many flashy fire- 
works, can help out a plain fellow at need with 
some of thy shrewd devices." 

" Never fear, never fear,*" exdiaimed the youth, 
<^ it is I will help you through— 4et me but fetch 
my cloak.'' 

" Why, thou hast it on thy shoulders,'' said 
Blount—" the lad is mazed." 

" No, this is Tracy's old mantle," answered 
Walter ; " I go not with thee to court unless as 
a gentleman should." 

" Why," said Blount, " thy braveries are like 
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to dazisle the eyee of none but some poor groom 
or porter.'' 

" I know that,'' said the youth ; ^ but I am 
resolved I will have my own cloak, ay, and brush 
my doublet to boot, eare I fitir forth with you." 

"Well, well," said Blount, " here is a coil 
about a doublet and a cloak— ^et thyself ready, 
a God's name." 

They were soon launched on the princely bo- 
som of the broad Thames, upon which the sun 
now shone forth in all its splendour. 

** Thare are two things scarce matched in the 
universe," said Walter to Blount,—** the sun in 
heaven, and the Hiames on the earth." 

** The one will light us to Greenwich well 
i&nougb,"said Blount, ** and the other would take 
us there a little faster if it were ebb tide." 

" And this is all thou think'st— all thou carest 
—all thou deem'st the use of the King of Ele- 
ments, and the King of Rivers, to guide three 
such poor caitiffs, a& thyself, and me, and Tracy, 
upon an idle journey of courtly ceremony I" 

" It is no errand of my seeking, faith," replied 
Blount, ** and I could excuse both the sun and 
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the Thames, the trouble of carrying me where I 
have no great mind to go ; and where I expect 
but dog^s wages for my trouble — ^And by my ho- 
nour,^ he added, looking out from the head of 
the boat, ^< it seems to me as if our message were 
a sort of labour in vain ; for see, the Q ueen^s barge 
lies at the stairs, as if her Majesty were about to 
take water.^ 

It was even so. The royal barge, manned with 
the Queen^s watermen, richly attired in the regal 
liveries, and having the banner of England dis- 
played, did indeed lie at the great stairs which 
ascended from the river, and along with it two or 
three other boats for transporting such part of her 
retinue as were not in immediate attendance on 
the royal person. The yeomen of the guard, the 
tallest and most handsome men whom England 
could produce, guarded with their halberts the 
passage from the palace-gate to the river side, 
and all seemed in readiness for the Queen^s co- 
ming forth, although the day was yet so early. 

^^ By my faith, this bodes us no good,^ said 
Blount ; ^* it must be some perilous cause puts her 
Grace in motion thus untimeously. By my coun« 
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sel, we were best put back again, and tell the Earl 
what we have seen." 

*' Tell the Earl what we have seen r said 
Walter, " why, what have we seen but a boat, 
and men with scarlet jerkins, and halberts in their 
hands ? Let us do his errand, and teU him what 
the Queen says in reply." 

So saying, he caused the boat pull towards a 
landing-place at some distance from the principal 
one, which it would not, at that moment, have 
been thought respectful to approach, and jumped 
on shore, followed, though with reluctance, by 
his cautious and timid companion, Bldiint. As 
they approached the gate of the palace, one of 
the Serjeant porters told them they could not at 
present enter, as her Majesty was in the act of 
coming forth. The gentlemen used the name of 
the Earl of Sussex ; but it proved no charm to 
subdue the officer, who alleged in reply, that it 
was as much as his post was worth, to disobey in 
the least tittle the commands which he had recei- 
ved. 

** Nay, I told you as much before," said 
Blount ; " do, I pay you, my dear Walter, let 
us take boat and return." 
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^^ Not till I see the Queen come forth,^ re- 
turned the youth, composedly. 

*^ Thou art mad, stark mad, by the mass/^ an- 
swered Blount. 

^^ And thou,^ said Walter, " art turned cow- 
ard of the sudden. I have seen thee face half 
a score of shag-headed Irish kernes to thy own 
diare of them, and now thou would^st blink and 
go back to shun the frown of a fair lady !*" 

At this moment the gates opened, and ushers 
began to issue forth in array, preceded and flank- 
ed by the band of Gentlemen Pensioners. After 
this, amid a crowd of lords and ladies, yet so dis- 
posed around her that she could see and be seen 
on all ffldes, came Elizabeth herself, then in the 
prime of womanhood, and in the full glow of what 
in a Sovereign was called beauty, and who would 
in the lowest rank of life have been truly judged 
a noble figure, joined to a striking and commands 
ing physiognomy. She leant on the arm of Lord 
Hunsdon, whose relation to her by her mother^i^ 
side often procured him such distinguished marks 
of Elizabeth^s intimacy. 

The young cavalier we have so often mention- 



yGoogk 



KENILWOBTH. 47 

ed had probably never yet approached so near 
the person of his Soveragn^ and he pressed for- 
ward as far as the line of warders permitted, in 
order to avail himself of the present opportunity. 
His conrpanion, on the contrary, cursing his im- 
prudence, kept drawing him backwards, till Wal- 
ter shock him o£P impatiently, and letting his rich 
cloak drop carelessly from one shoulder ; a natu- 
ral action, which served, however, to display to the 
best advantage his well-proportioned person. Un- 
bonneting at the same time, he fixed his eager 
gaze on the Queen^s approach, with a mixture of 
reflpectful curiosity » and modest yet ardent admi* 
ration, w:hich suited so well with his fine features, 
that the warders, struck with his rich attire and 
noble countenance, sufiered him to approach the 
ground over which the Queen was to pass, some* 
what closer than was permitted to ordinary spec* 
tators. Thus the adventurous youth stood full in 
Elizabeth'^s eye,— «n eye never indifierent to the 
admiration which she deservedly excited among 
her subjects, or to the fair proportions of exter- 
nal form which chanced to distinguish any of 
her courtiers. Accordingly, she fixed her keen 
4 
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glance on the youth, as she approached the place 
where he stood, with a look in which surprise at 
his boldness seemed to be unmingled with resent* 
ment^ while a trifling accident happened which at- 
tracted her attention towards him yet more strong^- 
ly. The night had been rainy, and Just where 
the youpg gentleman stood, a small quantity of 
mud interrupted the Queens's passage. As she 
hesitated to pass on, the gallant, throwing his 
cloak from his shoulders, laid it on the miry spot, 
so as to ensure her stepping oyer it dry-shod. 
Elizabeth looked at the young xoan, who accom- 
panied this act of devoted courtesy with a pro- 
found reverence, and a blush that oy^spread his 
whole countenance. The Queai was confused, 
and blushed in her turn, nodded her head, hastily 
passed on, and embarked in her barge without 
saying a word. . 

^^ Come along. Sir Coxcomb,^^ said Blount; 
*^ your gay cloak will need the brush to-day, I 
wot. Nay, if you had meant to make a foot- 
cloth of your mantle, better have kept Tracy's 
old drab^e-buree, which despises all colours.^ 

" This cloak,'' said the youth, taking it up and 
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folding it, ^' shall never be brushed while in my 



<^ And that will not be long, if you learn not a 
little more economy— we shall have you in cuerpo 
fioon, as the Spaniard says.^ 

Their discourse was here interrupted by one 
of the Band of Pensioners* 

*^ I was sent,^ said he, after looking at them 
attentively, ^< to a gentleman who hath no cloak^ 
or a muddy one.-— You sir, I think," addressing 
the youngs cavalier, *^ are the man ; you will 
please to fcdlow me." 

. << He is in attendance on me," /said Blount, 
<< on me, the noble Earl of Sussex'^s master of 
Jiorse." 

*^ I have nothing to say to that," answered the 
messenger ; ^^ my orders are directly from her 
Majesty, and concern this gentleman only." 

So saying, he walked away, followed by Wal- 
ter, leaving Blount behind, with his eyes almost 
istarting from his head with the excess of his asto^ 
iiishment. At length he gave vent to it in an 
exclamation — " Who the good jere would have 

VOL. II. J) 



yGoogk 



50 KEKILWORTH. 

thought thtsP And dhaking his head with a mys* 
terious air, he walked to his own boat, embarkedi 
and returned to Deptford. 

The young oavalier was, in the meanwhile, 
guided to the water-side by the Pensioner, who 
shewed him. considerable respect ; a circumstance 
which, to persons in his situation, may be consi^ 
dered as an augury of no small consequence. He 
ushered him into one of the wherries which lay 
ready to att^id the Queen^s barge, which was aU 
te&dj proeeeding up the river, with the advantage 
of that flood-tide, of which, in the course of their 
descent, Blount had complained to his associates. 

The two rowers used their oars with such ex- 
pedition at the signal of the Grentleman Pension- 
er, that they very soon brought their little skiff 
under the stem of the Queen^s boat, where she 
sate beneath an awning, attended by two or three 
ladies, and the nobles of her household. She look- 
ed more than once at the wherry in which the 
young adventurerwa5Seated,spoketothosearound 
her, and seemed to laughs At length one of the 
attendants, by the Queen^^s order apparently^ 
made a sign for the wherry to come along-side, 
1 



yGoogk 



KEMMVOKTlf. 31 

and the young man was desired to step from his 
own skiff into the Queen^s barge, which he per- 
formed with graceful agility at the fore part of 
the boat, and was brought aft to the Queen^s pre- 
sence, the wherry at the same time dropping in- 
to the rear. The youth underwent the gaze of 
majesty, not the less gracefully that his self-pos- 
session was mingled with embarrassment. The 
mudded cloak still hung upon his arm, and form- 
ed the natural topic with which the Queen intro- 
,duced the conversation. 

^* You have this day spoiled a gay mantle in 
our service, young man. We thank you for your 
service, though the manner of offering it was un- 
usual, and something bold,^ 

" In a sovereign^'s need,^ answered the youth, 
," it is each liege-matfs duty to b© bold."^ 

" God^s pity ! that was well said, my lord,^ 
said the Queen, turning to a grave person who 
sate by her, and answered with a^ave inclina* 
tion of the head, and something of a mumbled 
assent. ^^ WeU, young man, your gallantry shall 
not go unrewarded. Go to the wardrobe keep- 
er, and he shall have orders to supply the suit 
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vbich you have cast away in our service. Thou 
shalt have a suit, and that of the newest cut, I 
promise thee, on the word of a princess.^ 

^^ May it please your grace,^ said Walter, he- 
sitating, '* it is not for so humble a servant of 
your majesty to measure out your bounties ; but 
if it became me to chuse^ 

^* Thou would'st have gold, I warrant me,^ 
said the Queen, interrupting him ; ^^ fie, yoimg 
man ! I take shame to say, that, in our capital, such 
and so various are the means of thriftless folly, 
that to give gold to youth is giving fuel to fire, 
and furnishing them with the means of self-de* 
Btruction. If I live and reign, these means of un- 
christian excess shall be abridged. Yet thou may^st 
be poor,'' she added, " or thy parents may be- 
lt shall be gold, if thou wilt, but thou shalt an- 
swer to me for the use otft.'* 

Walter wmted patiently until the Queen had 
done, and then modestly assured her, that gold 
was still less in his wish than the raiment her ma- 
jesty had before offered. 

*< How, boy r said the Queen, " neither gold 
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nor garment? What is it thou would'st have of 
me, thenr 

'^ Only permission, Madam— -if it is not asking 
too high an honour — permisaon to wear the cloak 
which did you this trifling service.^^ 

*' Permission to wear thine own cloak, thou 
silly boy T said the Queen. 

** It is no longer mine,^ said Walter ; ** when 
your Majesty^s foot touched it, it became a fit 
mantle for a prince, but far too rich a one for ita 
former owner."** 

The Queen again blushed ; and endeavoured 
to cover, by laughing, a slight degree of not un- 
pleasing surprise and confusdon. 

*' Heard you ever the like, my lords ? The 
youth^s head is turned with reading romances-^ 
I must know something of him, that I may send 
him safe to his friends.^What art thou 7^ 

^* A gentleman of the household of the Barl 
of Sussex, so please your grace, sent hither with 
his Master of Horse, upon a message to your 
Majesty.'' 

In a moment the gracious expression which 
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Elizabeth^s face had hitherto maintained, gave 
way to an expression of haughtiness and severity. 

*^ My Lord of Sussex,^ she said, ** has taught 
us how to regard his messages, by the value he* 
places upon ours. We sent but this mcnming the 
phyddan in ordinary of our chamber, and that 
at no usual time, understanding his lordship^» 
illness to be more dangerous than we had before 
apprehended. There is at no court in Europe 
a man more skilled in his holy and most useful 
science than Doctor Masters, and he came from Us 
to our suhgect Nevertheless, be found the gate 
of Say^s Court defended by men with cul verins, as 
if it had been on the Borders of Scotland, not in 
the vicinity of our court ; and when he demand- 
ed admittance in our name, it was stubbornly re- 
fused. For this slight of a kindness, which had 
but too much of condescension in it, we will re- 
ceive, at present at least, no excuse; and aome 
such we suppose to have been the purport of my 
Lord of Sussex^s message.^ 

This was uttered in a tone, and with a ges- 
ture, which made Lord Sussex^s friends who were 
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within bearii^ tnemble. He to whom the speech 
was addressed, however, trembled not ; but with 
great deference imd humility, as soon as the 
Queeh^s passbn gave him an opportunity, he re- 
plied : — ^< So please your most gracious Majesty, 
I was charged with no apology from tiie Earl of 
Sussex.'' 

^^ With what' were you thai qfaarged, sir ?^ sfud 
the. Quoen, wkh the impetuoisity, which, amid 
BoUer qualities, strongly marked her character ; 
** was it with a justification P— *or, God's death ! 
with a- defiance?^ 

^ Madam,*' isaid the young man, ^^ my Lord 
of Sussex loiew the offence approached towards 
treason, and could think of nothing sare of secu* 
ring the offender, and placing him in your Ma- 
jesty^s hands, and at your mercy. The noUe Earl 
' ^as fast adieep when your most gracioiis message 
reached him, a potion having been administered 
to that purpose by his {diy sician ; and his lordship 
knew not of the ungradous r^ulse your Majes- 
ty'*s royal and most comfortable message had re- 
ceived, until after he awoke this momiog.^ 
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<< And which of his domestics tha^ in the name 
of heaven, presumed to reject my message, with* 
out even admitting my ownphyadan to the pre- 
sence of him whc»n I sent him to attend T^ said 
the Queen, much surprised* 

<< The offender. Madam, is befixre you,^ re* 
plied Walter, bowing very low ; <' the full and 
sole blame is mine ; and my lofd has most justly 
sent me to abye the consequences of a fault, of 
which he is as innocent as a sleeping man*8 dreams 
can be of a waking man^s actions.^ 

*^ What, was it thou ? — ^thou thyself, that re- 
pelled my messenger and my physician from Say^s 
Court ?^ said the Queen. *^ What could occasion 
such boldness in one who seems devoted— that is, 
whose exterior bearing shews devotion— -to has 
Sovereign ?" 

'< Madam,^ said the youth,—* who,notwithstand- 
ing on assumed appearance of severity, thought 
that he saw something in the Queen^s face that re» 
sembled not implacability,-—'^ we say in our coun- 
try, that the physidan is for the time the liege 
sovereign of his patient. Now, my noble master 



yGoogk 



JCRNILWORTH. . 57 

was then under dominion of a leech, by whose ad^i 
vice be hath greatly profited, who had issued his 
commands that his patient should not that night 
be disturbed, on the very peril of his life.^ 

^< Thy master hath trusted some false varlet of 
an empiric,^ said the Queen. 
- ^* I know not, Madam, but by the fuct, that he 
is now— this very morning — awakened much re* 
fipeshed and strengthened, from the only sleep he 
hath had for many hours.^ 

The nobles looked at each other, but more 
with the purpose to see what each thought of this 
news, than to exchange any remarks on what had 
happened. The Queen answered hastily, and with- 
out affecting to disguise her satisfaction, ^' By my 
word, I am glad he is better. But thou wert over 
bold to deny the access of my Doctor Masters. 
Know^st thou not the Holy Writ saith, * in the 
multitude of counsel there is safety ?^ ^^ 

^< Ay, Madam,^ said Walter, <* but I have heard 
learned men say, that the safety spoken of is for 
the physicians, not for the patient.^ 

^^ By niy faith, child, thpu hast pushed me 
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home,^^ said the Queen, laughing ; ^' for my He* 
brew learning does not oome quite at a call. — How 
say you, my Lord of Lincoln ? Hath the lad 
given a just interpretation of the text ?^ 

^< The word safety^ most griacious Madam,'" 
said the Bishop of Lincoln, '^ for so hath been 
translated,' it may be somewhat hastily, the He- 
brew word, being* " 

^^ My lord,^ said the Queen, interrupting lum, 
<< we said we had forgotten our Hebrew* But for 
thee, young man, what is thy nakne and birth^?^ 

*^ Bal^gh is my name, most gracious Que^ 
the youngest son of a large but honourable fn* 
mily of Devonshire,^ 

<^ Raleigh ?^ said Elizabeth, after a moment^s 
recollection, " have we not heard of your service 
in Ireland ?" 

<^ I have been so fortunate as to do soiiie ser-- 
vice there, Madam,^ replied Raldgfa, *^ scarce^ 
however, of consequence sufficient to readi your 
Grace^s ears.*" - 

" They hear farther than you think of,'' sidd 
the Queen graciously, " and have heard of a youth 
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who defended a ford in Shannon against a whole 
band of wild Irish rebels, until the stream ran 
purple with their blood and his own.*" 

" Some blood I may have lost,'* said the youth, 
looking down, << but it was where my best is due ; 
and that is in your Majesty*s service.'* 

TheQueen paused, and then said hastily,^' You 
are very young, to have fought so well, and to 
speak so well. But you must not escape your 
penuice for turning back Master»-<-the poor man 
hath caught cold on the river; for our order reach* 
ed him when he was just returned from certain 
visits in London, and he held it matter of loyalty 
and conscience instantly to set forth again. So 
heark ye. Master Raleigh, see thou fail not to 
wear thy muddy cloak, in token of penitence, tiU 
«ur pleasure be farther known. And here,** slie 
added, giving him a jewel of gold, in the form of 
a chess«man, ^^ I ^ve thee tins to wear at the 
eoUar." 

Ilaldgh, to whom nature had tau^t intuitive* 
ly, as it were, those courtly arts which many 
scarce acquire from long experience, knelt, and, 
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as he took from her hand the jewel, kissed the fin- 
gers which gave it. He knew, perhaps, better than 
ahnost any of the courtiers who surrounded her, 
how to mingle the devotion claimed by the Queen, 
with the gallantry due to her personal beauty — 
and in this, hb first attempt to unite them, he 
succeeded so well, as at once to gratify Elizabetk'*s 
personal vanity, and her love of power. 

His master, the Earl of Sussex, had the full 
advantage of the sadsCaction whidh Baleigh had 
afforded Elizabeth, on their first interview. 

^^ My lords and ladies,^ said the Queen, look- 
ing around to the retinue by whom she was aU 
tended, '< methinks, ssnce we are upon the river, 
it were well to renounce our present purpose of 
going to the dty, and surprise this poor Earl of 
Sussex with a visit He is ill, and suffering doubt- 
less under the fear of our displeasure, firom which 
he hath been honestly cleared by the frank avow- 
al of this malapert boy. What think ye ? were it 
not an act of charity to give him such consolation 
as the thanks of a Queen, much bound to him for 
his loyal service, may perchance best minister ?^ 
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It may be readily supposed^ that none to whom 
this speech was addressed, ventured to oppose its 
purport 

" Your Grace,'' said the Bbhop of Lincoln, 
" is the breath of our nostrils.'" The men of war 
averred, that the face of the Sovereign was a 
whetstone to the soldier's sword ; while the men 
of state were not less of opinion, that the light of 
the Queen's countenance was a lamp to the paths 
of her councilors ; and the ladies agreed, .with 
one voice, that no noble in England so well de- 
served the regard of England's Royal Mistress 
as the Earl of Sussex-^the Earl of Leicester's 
right being reserved entire ; so some of the more 
politic worded their assent—^n excq)tion to which 
Elizabeth paid no apparent attention. The barge 
had, therefore, orders to deposit its royal freight 
at Deptford, at the nearest and most convenient 
point of communication with Say's Court, in order 
that the Queen might.satisfy her royal and mater- 
nal solicitude, by making personal inquiries after 
the health of the Earl of Sussex. 

Raleigh, whose acute spirit foresaw and anti- 
cipated important consequences from the most 
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trifling events, hastened to ask the Queens's per- 
mission to go in the skiff, and announce the royal 
visit to his master ; ingeniously suggesting, that 
the joyful surprise might prove prejudicial to his 
health, since the richest and most generous cor- 
dials may sometimes be fatal to those who have 
been long in a languishing state. 

But whether the Queen deemed it too presump- 
tuous in so young a courtier to interpose his opi- 
nion unasked, or whether she: was moved by a re- 
currence of the feelingof jealousy, which had been 
instilled into her, by reports that the Earl kept 
armed men about his person, she desired Raleigh, 
sharply, to reserve his counsel till it was requi- 
red of him, and repeated her former orders, to be 
landed at Deptford, adding, " We will ourselves 
see what sort of household my Lord of Sussex 
keeps about him*^ 

" Now the Lord have pity on us r said the 
young courtier to himself. *' Good hearts, the 
Earl hath many a one round him ; but good heads 
are scarce with u&— and he himself is too ill to give 
direction. And Blount will be at his morning meal 
of Yarmouth herrings and ale ; and Tracy will 



yGoogk 



KENILWOKTH. 68 

have his beastly black puddings and Rhenish ;— • 
thosethorough-paced Welchmen^ ThoinasapBioc 
and EvanEvans, will be at work on th^r leek poi% 
ridge and toasted cheese — and she detests, they 
say, all coarse meats, evil smells, and strong wine& 
Could they but think of burning some rosemary 
in the great hall ! but vogue lagaierej all must 
now be trusted to chance. Luck hath done in- 
different well for me this morning, for I trust I 
have spoiled a cloak, and made a court fortune*^ 
May she do as much for my gallant patron l^ 

The royal barge soon stopped at Deptford, and, 
amid the loi^d shouts of the populace, which her 
presence never failed to excite, the Queen, with 
a canopy borne over her head, walked, accompa- 
nied by her reUnue, towards Say^s Court, wheise 
the distant acclamations of thepeople gave thefirst 
notice of her arrival Sussex, who was in the act 
of advising with Tressilian how he should make 
up the supposed breach in the Queen^s favour, was 
infinitely surprised at learning her immediate ap- 
proach— ^not that the Queen^s custom of visiting 
her more distinguished nolnlity, whether in health 
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or sickness, could be unknown to him ; but the 
8uddenne9s of the commumcaticm left no time for 
those preparations with which he well knew Eli- 
zabeth loTed to be greeted, and the rudeness and 
confusion of his military household, much, en- 
creased by his late illness, rendered him altogether 
unprepared for her reception. . 

Cursing internally the chance which thus 
brought her gradous visitation on him unaware, 
be hastened down withTressilian, to whose event- 
ful and interesting story he had just given an at* 
tentive ear. 

. ^^ My worthy ftiend,^ .he said, ^' 9udi support 
as I can give your accusation of Vamey, you have 
■a right to expect, alike from justice and grati- 
tude. Chance will presently diew whether I can 
do aught with our Soverdgn, or whether, in very 
deed, my meddling in your affair may not rather 
prejudice than serve you."^ 

Thus spoke Sussex, while hastily castingaround 
him aloose robe of sables, and adjusting his person 
in the best manner he could to meet the eye of his 
sovereign. But no hurried attention bestowed cm 
bis apparel could remove the ghastly effects of 
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long illness on a countenance which nature had 
marked with features rather strong than pleasing. 
Besidei^ he was low of stature, and though broad- 
shouldered, athletic, and fit for martial achieve- 
ments, his presence in a peaceful hall was not sudi 
as ladies love to look upon ; a personal disadvan- 
tage, which waasupjposed to give Sussex, though 
esteemed and honoured by his Sovereign, consi- 
derable disadvantage when compared with Lei- 
tester, who was alike remarkable for elegance of 
manners, and for beauty of person. 

The EarPs utmost dispatch only enabled him 
to meet the Queen as she entered the great hall, 
qnd he at once perceived there was a cloud on her 
brow. Her jealous eye had noticed the martial ar^ 
my of armed gentlemen and retainers with which 
the mansion-house was filled, and her first words 
expressed her disapprobation—^^ Is this a royal 
garrison, my Lord of Sussex ? or have we by ac- 
cident overshot Say^s Court, and landed at our 
Tower of London ?* 

Lord Sussex hastened to offer some apology. 

** It needs not,'' she said. ** My lord, we in- 
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tend speedily to take up a certain quarrel between 
your lordshipand another great lord of our bouse- 
. bold, and at the same time to rqirehend this un- 
dvilized and dangerous practice of surrounding 
yourselves Hnth armed, and even with ruffianly 
followers, as if, in the neighbourhood of our capi* 
tal, nay in the very verge of our royal rendenoe, 
you were preparing to wage civil war with each 
other. We are glad to see you so well recovered, 
my lord, though without the assistance of the. 
learned physician whom we sent to you— Urge 
no excuse— we know how that matter fell out, 
and we have corrected for it the .wild slip, young 
Raleigh. — By the way, my lord, we will speedily 
relieve your household of him, and take him into 
our own. Something there is about him which 
merits to be better nurtured than he is ]ike to be 
amongst your very military followers.'** 

To this proposal Sussex, though scarce under- 
standing how the Queen came to make it, could 
only bow and express his obedience. He then 
entreated her to remain till refreshment could be 
offered, but in this he could not prevail. And, 
after a few compliments of a much colder and 
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more common-place character than might have 
been expected from a step so decidedly favour* 
able as a personal visit, the Queen took her leave 
of Say's Court, having brought confusion thither 
along with her, and leaving doubt and apprehen- 
sion behind. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Then call them to our presence. Pace to face. 
And frowning brow to brow, oumlyefl will hear 
The accuser and accused freely speak ;— 
High.8tomach'd are they both and full of ire, 
In rage deaf as the sea, hasty as 6xe, 

RiOtard II. 

" I AM ordered to attend court to-morrow,'^ 
said Leicester, speaking to Vamey, " to meet, as 
they surmise, my Lord of Sussex. The Queen 
intends to take up matters betwixt us. This comes 
of her visitto Say^s Court, of which you must needs 
speak so lightly." 

** I maintain it was nothing,'^ said Varney ; 
^^ nay, I know from a sure intelligencer, who was 
within ear-shot of much that was said, that Sus- 
sex has lost rather than gained by that visit. The 
Queen said, when she stepped into the boat, that 
Say''s Court looked like a guard-house, and smelt 
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like an hospital. ' Like a cook^s shop in Bam^t 
Alley rather,^ said the Countess of Rutland, who 
is ever your lordship^s good friend. And then my 
Lord of Lincoln must needs put in his hdiy oar, 
and say, that my Lord of Sussex must be excused 
for his rude and old-world housekeeping, nnce he 
had as yet no wife.** 

<^ And what said the Queen F said Leicester, 
hastily. 

\^ She took him up roundly,^ said Vamey, 
'^ and asked what my Lord Sussex had to do with 
a wife, or my Lord Bishop to speak on such a 
subject If marriage is permitted, she said, I no 
where read that it is enjoined.^^ 

*< She likes not marriages, or speech of marriage, 
among churchmen,^ said Leicester. 

^^ Nor among courtiers neither,** said Vamey ; 
but, observing that Leicester changed counte- 
nance, he instantly added, that all the ladies who 
were present had joined in ridiculing Lord Sus- 
fiex*s housekeeping, and in contrasting it with 
the reception her Grace would have assuredly re- 
ceived at my Lord of Leicester's.** 

^' You have gathered much tidings,*^ said Lei- 
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cesler, ^^ but you have forgotten or omitted the 
mostunportantofaU. She hath added another to 
those dan^ng sateUites, whom it is her pleasure 
to keep revolving around her.^ 

*' Yoiur lordship meaneth that Baleigh, the 
Devonshire youth," said Vamey , " the Knight of 
the Cloak, as they call him at the court f^ 

*^ He may be Knight of the Garter one day, 
for aught I know," said Ldcester, *^ for he ad« 
vances rapidly— -She hath cap^d verses with him, 
and such fooleries. I would ^adly abandon, 61 
my own free will, the part I have in her fickle 
favour, but I will not be elbowed out of it by the 
clown Sussex, or this new upstart. I hear Tres-. 
^lian is with Sussex also, and high in his favour— 
I would spare him for considerations, but he will 
thrust himself on his fate— Sussex, too^ is almost 
as well as ever in his health." 

" My lord," replied Varney, " there will be 
rubs in the smoothest road, specially when it leads 
up hill. Sussex^s illness was to us a god-send, 
from which { hoped much. He has recovered in* 
deed, but he is not now more formidaUe than ere 
he fell ill, when he received more than one foil 
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in wrestling with your lordship. Let not your 
heart fail you, my lordy and all shall be welL^ 

^< My heart never failed me, sir,"^ replied Lei- 
cester. 

*^ No, my lord,'' said Vamey ; " but it has be- 
trayed you right often. He that would climb^a 
• tree, my lord, must grasp by the branches, not Irfr 
the blossom.'' 

" Well, well, well!" said Leicester, impa- 
tiently ; ^^ I understand thy meanings— 'My heart 
shall neither £eu1 me nor seduce me. Have my 
retmue in order<-«see that thdr array be so splen- 
did as to put down not only the rude companions 
of Batdiffe, but the retainers of every other no- 
. bleman and courtier. Let them be well armed 
withal, but without any outward dii^ky of their 
weapons, wearing them as if more for fashioa's 
sake than for use. Do thou thyself keep dorie to 
me, I may have business for you.'^-— - 

The preparations of Sussex and his party were 
not less anxious than those of Ldcester. 

^^ Thy Supplication, impeaching Yamey of se- 
duction," said the Earl to Tressilian, ^< is by this 
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thne in the Queai^s baiid'--^I hare tent it tlmnig^ 
a sure channeL Itfetliinkt your suit sliottld sue- 
oeed, bang, as it is, founded in justice and ho- 
nour^ andEIizabeth bong theverymuster of both. 
But I wot not how-««>the gipsej (so Sussex was 
wont to call his rival on account of his dark com- 
plexion) hath much to ny with her in these hoE- 
day timesof peace— <Were war at thegates, I should 
be one of her white boys ; but soldiers, like their 
buyers and bilboa Uades, get out of fadiion in 
peace time, and satin sleeves and walking rapiers 
bear the bell. Well, we must be gay since such 
is the iashion«^-^Blount, hast thou seen our house- 
hold put into their new braveries ?-?*Biit thou 
' know^st as little of these toys as I do-^diou 
wbnldst be ready enow at dkporing a stand of 
ipikes.^ 

^ My good lord,"" answered Blount, << Bald^ 
hath been here and taken that charge upon hin 
«-^ Your trsdti will ^tter like a May morning.— 
Marry, the cost is another question. One might 
keep an hospital of old soldiers at the dbarge of 
Un modem lacqueys.*" 

" We must not count cost toJay, Nicholas,** 
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said the Earl, in reply ; ^^ I am behdden to Ra« 
leigh for his care— -I trust, though, he has remem^ 
bered that I am an old soldier, and would have 
no more of thesis follies than needs must^ 

<^ Nay, I understand nought about it ; but here 
are your honourable lordship^s brare kinsmen 
and friends coming in by scores to wut upon you 
to court, where, methinks, we sliall bear as brave 
a front as Leicester, let him ruffle it as he will.^ 

'^ Giye them the strictest charges,^^ said Sus* 
sex, ^< that they suffer no provocation short of 
actual violence to provoke them into quarrel-— 
they have hot bloods; and I would not give Lei- 
cester the advantage over me by any imprudence 
of theirs." 

The Earl of Sussex ran so hasdly through these 
directions, tlmt it was with difficulty Tresalian 
at length found opportunity to express his sur« 
prise that he should have proceeded so far in the 
affair of Sir Hugh Bobsart as to lay his petition 
at once before the Queen--^^^ It was the opinion 
of the young lady^s friends,^ he said, *< that Lei- 
cester's sense of justice should be first appealed 
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to, as the offence had been committed by his bffi^ 
cer, and so he had expressly told to Sussex.^ 
' <* This could have been done without applying 
to me,^ said Sussex, somewhat haughtily. <' /, at 
least, ought not to have been a counsellor when 
the object was a huimiliating reference to Leices- 
ter ; and I am surprised that you, Tressilian, a 
man of honour, and my iriend, would assume 
sudi a mean course. If you said so, I certainly 
understood you not in a matter which sounded so 
unlike yourself.'' 

*' My lord," said Tressilian, <* the course I 
would prefer, for my own sake, is that jfou have 
adopted ; but the friends of this most unhappy 
lady" 

" O, the friends — ^the friends," said Sussex, in- 
terrupting him ; ^< they must let us manage this 
cause iii the way which seems best. This is the 
time and the hour to accumulate every charge 
against Leicester and his household, and yotu**8 
the Queen will hold a heavy one. But at all events 
she hath the complaint before her." 

Tres^lian could not help suspecting that, in his 
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cagerfiess to strengthen himself against his rival, 
Sussex had purposely adopted the course most 
likely to throw odium on Leicester, without con- 
^dering minutely whether it were the mode of 
proceeding most like to be attended with success. 
But the step was irrevocable, and Sussex escaped 
from farther discussing it by dismissing his com* 
pany, with the command, '^ Let all be in order at 
eleven o^clock ; I must be at court and in the pre- 
sence by high noon precisely.^ 

While the rival statesmen were thus anxiously 
preparing for thdr approaching meeting in the 
Queen'^s presence, even Elizabeth herself was not 
without apprehension of what might chance from 
the collision of two such fiery spirits, each back- 
ed by a strong and numerous body of followers, 
and dividing betwixt them, either openly or in 
secret, the hopes and wishes of most of her court. 
The band of Gentlemen Pensioners were all im^ 
der arms, and a reinforcement of the yeomen of 
the guard was brought down the Thames from 
London. A royal proclamation was sent forth, 
strictly prohibiting nobles, of whatsoever degree. 
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to approach the Palace with retainers or folbw* 
ers, armed with shot, or with long weapons ; and it 
was even whispered, that the High Sheriff of Kent 
had secret instructions to have a part of the ar- 
ray of the county ready on the shortest notice. 

The eventful hour, thus anxiously prepared 
for on all sides, at length approached, and, each 
followed by his long and glittering train of friends 
and followers, the rival Earls entered the Palace^ 
yard of Greenwich at noon precisely. 

As if by previous arrangement, or perhaps by 
intimation that such was the Queen^s pleasure, 
Sussex and his retinue came to the Palace from 
Deptford by water, while Ldcester arrived by 
land ; and thus they entered the court-yard fn»n 
oppoidte ^es. This trifling drcumstance gave 
Leicester a certain ascendency in the opinion of 
the vulgar, the appearance of his cavalcade of 
mounted followers shewing more numerous and 
more imposing than those of Sussex^s party, who 
were necessarily upon foot. No shew or sign of 
greeting passed between the Earls, though each 
looked full at the other, both expecting perhap^an 



yGoogk 



KSKILWOETH. T7 

exchange of courtesies, which neither was willing 
to commence. Almost in the minute of their ar« 
rival the castle-bell tolled, the gates of the Palace 
were opened, and the Earls entered, each nume- 
rously attended by such gentlemen of their train, 
whose rank gave them that privilege. The yeo« 
men and inferior attendants remained in thecourt- 
yard, where the opposite parties eyed each other 
with looks of eager hatred and scorn, as if wait-, 
ing with impatience for some cause of tumult, or 
some apology for mutual aggression. But they 
were restrained by the strict commands of their 
leaders, and overawed, perhaps, by the presence 
of an armed guard of unusual strengtli. 

In the meanwhile, the more distinguished per- 
sons of each train followed their patrons into the 
lofty halls and anti-chambers of the royal Palace, 
flowing on in the same current, like two streams 
which are compelled into the same channel, yet 
shun to mix their waters. The parties arranged 
themselves, as it were instinctively, on the differ- 
ent Mdes of the lofty apartments, and seemed eager 
to escape from the tran»ent union which the nar- 
rowness of the^'crowded entrance had for an in- 
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stant compelled them to submit to. The folding 
doors at the upper end of the long gallery were 
immediately afterwards opened, and it was an^ 
nounced in a whisper that the Queen was in her 
presence-chamber, to whidi these gave access. 
Both Earls moved slow and stately towards the 
^itrance ; Sussex followed by Tressilian, Blount, 
and Raleigh, and Lacester by Vamey. The pride 
of Leicester was obliged to give way to court- 
forms, and with a grave and formal inclination of 
the head, he paused until his rival, a peer of older 
creation than his own, passed before him. Sussex 
returned the reverence with the same formal civi- 
lity, and entered the presence-room. Tressilian. 
and Blount offered to follow him, but were not 
permitted, the Usher of the Black Rod alleging 
in excuse, that he had precise orders to look to 
all admissions that day. To Raleigh, who stood 
back on the repulse of his companions, he said, 
"You, sir, may enter,'' andheenteredacoordingly. 
" Follow me close, Varney,*" said the Earl of 
Leicester, who had stood aloof for a moment to 
mark the reception of Sussex ; and, advancing to 
the entrance, he was about to pass on, when Var- 
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liey, who was close behind Aim, dressed out in 
the utmost bravery of the day, was stopped by 
the usher, as Tressilian and Blount had been be« 
fore him. " How is this. Master Bowyer ?" said 
the Earl of Leicester ; ** Enow you who I am, 
and that this is my friend and follower ?^ 
' *^ Your lordship will pardon me,'' replied Bow- 
yer, stoutly, *' my orders are precise, and limit 
me to a strict discharge of my duty." 

'* Thou art a partial knave," said Leicester, 
the blood mounting to his face, ^^ to do me this 
dishonour, when you but now admitted a follower 
of my Lord of Sussex," ^ 

'^ My lord," said Bowyer, " Master Raleigh 
is newly admitted a sworn servant of her Grace, 
and to him my orders do not apply." 

" Thou art a knave-— an ungrateful knave,'' 
said Leicester ; *^ but he that hath done, can un- 
do—thou shalt not prank thee in thy authority 
long !'* 

His threat he uttered aloud, with less than his 
usual policy and discretion, and having done so, 
he entered the presence-chamber, and made his 
reverence to the Queen, who, attired with even 
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more than her usual splendour, and surrounded 
by those nobles and statesmen whose courage and 
wisdom have rendered her reign immortal, stood 
ready to receive the homage of her subjects. She 
graciously returned the obeisance of the favourite 
£arl, and looked alternately at him and at Sussex, 
as if about to speak, when Bowyer, a man whose 
spirit could not brook the insult he had so openly 
received from Leicester, in the discharge of his 
office, advanced with his black rod in his hand, 
and knelt down before her. 

** Why, how now, Bowyer,^ said Elizabeth, 
" thy courtesy seeims strangely timed r 

** My Liege Sovereign," he said, while every 
coiulier around trembled at his audacity, ^^ I 
come but to ask, whether, in the discharge of 
mine office, I am to obey your Highnesses ccmi- 
mands, or those of the Earl of Leicester, who has 
publicly menaced me with his displeasure, and 
treated me with disparaging terms, because I de- 
nied entry to one of his followers, in obedience 
to your Grace^s precise orders." 

The spirit of Henry VIII. was instalitly arou- 
sed in the bosom of his daughter, and she turned 
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on Leicester' with a seyerity which appalled him, 
as well aa all his followers. 

'^ God^s death, my lord/' such wfts her em{)ha« 
tic phrase^ ^^ what means this ? We have though i 
well of you, and brought you near to bur person ; 
but it was not thdt you might hide the sun from 
our other faithful subjects. Who gave you license 
to contradict our orders, or controul our oi&cers ? 
I will have in this courts ay, and in this reahn, 
but one mistress, and no master. Look to it that 
Master Bowyer sustains no harm for his duty to 
me fiuthfuUy discharged ; for^ as I am Christian 
l^voman and crowned Queen, I will hold you deaf- 
ly answerable.— <6o, Bowyer, you have done the 
part of an honest man atid a true subject. We 
¥dll brook no mayor of the palace here.^ 
. Bowyer kbsed the hand which she extended 
towards him ^ and withdrew to his pdst, astonish- 
ed at the success of his own audacity* A smile 
of triumph pervaded the faction of Sussex ; that 
of Leicester seemed proportionally dismayed, and 
the favourite himself, assuming an aspect of the 
deepest humility, did not even attempt a word in 
his own exculpation* 

VOL IT, F 
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, He acted wisely ; (or it was the policy of ECza- 
beth to bumble, not to disgrace ham, and it waa 
pnideiit to suffer her, without opposition or reply, 
to glory in the exertion of her anthority* Ther 
dignity of the queen was gratified, and the woman 
began soon to feel (or the mortification which she 
had imposed on her favoorite. Her keen eye aho 
observed the secret looks of congratulation ex^ 
changed amongst those who favoured Sussex, and 
it was no part of her policy to g^ve either party m 
decisave triumph. 

« What I say to my Lord of Leicester,^ she 
said, after a moments pause, *^ I say fdso to you, 
my Lord of Sussex. You also must needs ruffle 
in the court of England, at the head of a factk^ 
of your own ?** 

^^ My followers, gracious Princess,^ said Sus- 
sex, ^* have indeed ruffled in your cause, in Ire* 
land, in Scotland, and against yonder rebellious 
Earls in the north. I am ignorant that ^ 

« Da you bandy looks and words with me, my 
lord ?^ siud the Queen, interrupting him ; ^^ me- 
thfnks you might learn o( my Lord of Leicester 
the modesty to be silent, at least, under onr oen-^ 

9 
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sure. I lay, my lord^that my grandfather and 
my father,* in their wisdom, debarred the nobles 
of this civilized land from travelling irith such 
disorderly retinues ; and think you, that because 
I wear a coif, their sceptre has in tny hand been 
changed into a distaff? I tell you, no king in 
Christendom will less brook his court to be cum- 
bered, his people oppressed, and bis kingdom^ 
peace disturbed by the arrogance of overgrown 
power, than she who now speaks with you.-^My 
Lord of Leicester, and you, my Ldrd of Sustex, 
I command you both to be friends with each 
other ; oi* by the crown I wear, you lAall find ail 
enemy who will be too strong for both of you.^ 

<< Madam,'^ said the Eari of Leioetfte^, ^ yoii 
who are yourself the fountain of honmir^ kttdW 
best what is due to mine. I place it at y6\sr dis- 
posal, and only say, that ihe terms on which I hisivd 
stood with my Lord of Susseac have not been of 
my seeking ; nor had he cause to think me iSA 
enemy, until he had done me gross wrobg.^ 

<< For me. Madam,"* said the Earl of Sussex^ 
^* I cannot a{q[ieal from your soveragu plei^iti^} 
but I wnre well contait my Lord of Leicester 
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diould tey in wliat I haTe, as he terms iV wrongs 
^ him^ tivice my ton^e never spoke th^ word 
that I Would ndt wiUingly justify tither on foot or 
horsebaccL^ 

. ** And f(Nr mcf,'^ said Leicester* ** always un- 
der my gracious Soverdgtfs pleasure, my hand 
shall be as ready to mid^egood my words, aa that 
qf any mian who ever wrote himself Ratdiffe^'*' 
: ^^ My lords,^ said the Queen, <^ these are no 
terms for this presence ; and if you cannot keep 
your temper, we will find means to keep both that 
and you close enough. Let me see yoii join hands^ 
my lords, and forget your idle animodties.'*^ 
' The two rxTals locdied at each other with re* 
luctant eyesy eaeh unwilling to make the first ad- 
vance to execute the Queen'^s will. 
. ^< Sussex,"" said Elizabeth, ^ I entreat-^Lei: 
cester, I command you."" 
• Yet, so were her words accented, that the etf* 
trcsaty sdunded like comnUind, and the command 
like entreaty. They remained still and stubborn, 
until she raised her rcite to a height which argued 
at once impatience and absolute command. 
<< Sir Henry Lee,"" she said, to an officer in aU 
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tendance, *^ have a guard in present reacEnfiess, 
' and man a barge instantly.^-My Lords of Su^ex 
and Leicester, I bid you once more to join hsLnd& 
1^-^nd, God^s death ! he that refuses shall taste of 
our Tower fare ere he see our face again. I will 
lower your proud hearts ere we part, and that I 
promise, on the word of a Queep.'' 

"The prison,^ said Leicester, "mi^t be boia^ 
but to lose your Grace's presence, were to lose 
light and life at once<«— Here, Sussex, is my hand.?' 

" And here,'' said Sussex, " is mine, in truth 
and honesty ; but" 

*^ Nay, under favour, you shall add no more^?' 
fSaid the Queen. " Why, this is as it should be,'' 
«he added,lookingoi;i them more favourably, "an4 
when you, the shepherds of the people, unite to 
protect them, it shall be well with tlie flock we rule 
over. For, my lords, I tell you plainly, your follies 
and your brawls lead to strange disorders among 
your servants.— My Lord of Leicester, you have 
a gentleman in your household, called Vamey ?'' 

" Yes, gracious Madam,'' replied Leicester, " I 
presented him to kiss your royal hand when you 
were last at Nonsuch,'^ 



yGoogk 



86 KSNILWO&TH. 

*< His outnde was well enough,^8iud the Queea, 
<^ but scarce so fair, I should have thought, as to 
hare caused a maiden of honouraUe birth and 
hopes to barter her fame for Ids good looks, imd 
becdme hb paramour. Y^ so it is«-4hia fellow 
of yours bath seduced the doughty of a good old 
Devonshire kuigbt. Six Hugh Bobsart of Lid- 
eote4ialI, and she hath fled with him from her 
fath^^s house likie acastpaway.— >My Lord df Lei- 
cester, are you iU, that you lodk so deadly pale ?*^ 

^^ No, gracious Madam,*** said Xf^oester ; and 
it required every effort he could make to bring 
fcMfth these few words. 

" You are surely ill, my lord ?^ said Elizab^, 
going towards him with hasty speech and hurried 
step, which indicated the deepest concern. <^ CaJU 
JMasters-Hsall our surgeon in ordinary—- Whare 
be these loitering fods ?*-*We lose the pride of 
our court through their negligence.-— Or is it pos* 
siUe, Leicester,^ she continued, looking on him 
with a very gentle aspect, *^ can fear of my dis^ 
pleasure have wrought so deeply on thee ? Doubt 
not for a moment, noble Dudley, that we could 
blame thee for the folly of thy retainer~thee. 



yGoogk 



KENII.W0&TH4 8T 

whose thoughts we know to be far otherwiie em- 
ployed ? He that would climb the ea^^e^'snest, my 
lord, cares not who are catchiDg limiets at the fcMit 
of idle preopice.^ 

^ Marie you that ?^ said Sussex, aside to Ra.- 
M^. <« The deril aids him suridy t for idl that 
arouid sink muriher ten fathom deep^ seems but 
to majke him float the more easily. Had a fol- 
lower of mine acted thus" " ! ■ ■ ■ ■ 

^ Peace, my good lord,"" stud Baleigh, ^ for 
X3hid!s sake, peaoe. Wait the <jiange of thp tide; 
it is even now on the turn." 

The ac»Ete obaervatioD cf fialeigh, perhaps, did 

jsot deceive him; for Lcaeester'^s eoirfusioii was so 

great, and, indeed^ for the moment, so irresistibly 

x>ve{rwhelmiog, that filiisabeth, after looking a(t 

Mm wattha wondecbg eye» and receiving no mtel- 

JU^le answer to the unusual exprescoons of grace 

Mki aff^tion which had escaped from her, shot 

her .q«iick glance around the circle of courtiers, 

and r^adiog, perhaps, in their faces, something 

that accorded with her own awakened suspicions, 

she said suddenly, '^ Or is there more in this than 

^^e se^*-K>r than you, my lord, wish that we should 

see ? Where is this Varney ? Who saw him P"* 
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. '* An it [^iedse yoiir Gnwe,^ raid Bowyer, ^' it 
k the saEine against whom I this instant closed the 
door of the pre8enoe*roam.'*^ 

^* An it please me?^ repeated Elizabeth sharply, 
.not at that momentin the humour of being pleased 
Yfith any thing, ^^ It does not jdease me that he 
should pass saucily into my presence, or that yott 
should occlude from it one who came to justify 
himself from an accusation.^ 

<< May it please you,* answered the perplexed 
oisher, ^^ if I knew, in such case, how to bear my^ 
self, I would take heed'^-^ — 

^^ You should have reported the feUow'*s deare 
to us. Master Usher, and taken our direcdons. 
You think yourself a great man, because but 
.now we chid a nobleman on your aoeountr--4>ut, 
after all, we hdd you bu( as the lead- weight that 
keeps the door fast Call this Vamey hither in- 
stantly-— there is one Tres^lian also mentacHied in 
vthis petition — ^let them both come before us.* • 

She was obeyed, and Tressilian and Varney 
appeared accordingly. Varney^s first glance was 
at Leicester, his second at the Queen. In the looks 
of thelatter, there appeared an approacbing-storm, 
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Olid m die downcast couiit3eiiance of hit patroB, be 
c6al4 read no ^reclions ia what way he was to 
trim hifi vessel for the encounter— rhe then sai¥ 
Tresffiilian, and at once percaved the peril of the 
situation in which he was placed. ButVamejwas 
as bold-faoed and ready-witted as he was ciinnhatg 
and unscrupulous,--^4i skilful pilot in eii^tiem^y^ 
and fully conscious of the advantages whiph he 
would obtain, could he extricate Leieest^ frpm 
his present peril, and of th^ ruin that yawned for 
himself, should he fail in doing so. 

*^ Is it true, sirrah,^ said the Queeni, with onp 
of those searchiqg looks which few had th^ auda- 
city to resist, ^^ that you have seduced to infaypy 
a young lady of birth and br^ding, the daughi- 
ter of Sir. Hugh Bobsart of Lid<x)te-Hall ?"" 

Varney kneeled down, and relied, with a look 
of ihe most profound contrition, ^^ There had 
been some love passages betwixt him ai^d S{ifr- 
tress Ajny Bobsart"^ 

Leicester's flesh quivered with indignation as 
he heard his dependant make this avowal, apd 
for one moment he manned himself tp step for- 
ward, and, bidding farewell to the court and th^ 
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koyal fiivour, ooaSuB the whole mystery of tlie 
secret marriage. But be looked at Sussex, and 
the idea of the truimphaat smile which would 
elothe his cheek upon heiuriiig the avowal, sealed 
4iis lips. «< Not now, at least,'' he thought, <<or in 
this presence, wiU I affiird hkn so rich a triumph.'" 
Afid pressing Ihs Ups dose togedier, he stood 
4irm uid eoUected, attentite to each word wlu^ 
Varney uttered, and determined to hide to the 
last the secret on which his comt.faFour seemed 
to depend. Meanwhile, the Queen proceeded in 
her examinatioa of Vamey. 

^ Love passages T said she, edieing his last 
words; ^< what passages, thou knoi^e? and why 
not ask the waich'^s hand from her father, if thou 
hadst any honesty in thy love for her ?^ 

*^ An it please your Gkvtce,^ said Varney, still 
on his knees, ^^ I dared not do so, for her father 
had promised her hand to a gentleman of birth 
and honour — I will do him justice, though I k&o# 
he bears me ill will— one Master Edmund Tres- 
silmn, whom I now see in the presence.*^ 

** Soh !* relied die Queen ; <^ imd what was 
your right to make the simple £30! break her 
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worthy father'^s oontract, through your love pas* 
sageSf as your conceit and assurance terms them ?^ 

" Madam^^ replied Vamey, " it is in vain to 
plead the cause of human fxmilty before a judge 
to whom it is unknown, or that of love, to <me 
who never yidds to the pasnon**^— «He paused an 
instant, and then added ^ in a very low and tiimd 
tone, *^ which she inflicts upon all others." 

ETtzabeth tried to frown, hot oiiikd in her 
own despite, as she answered, " Thou art a mat- 
veUously impudent knave«-*-Art thou married to 
the girl ?'' 

Leicester's feelings became so complicated and 
so painfully intense, that it seemed to him as if 
hts life wiffi to depend on the answer made by 
Vamey, who, idTter a moment'^ real heatatioiD^ 
answered, " Yes.* 

'^ Tbou false villain P said Leicester, bursting 
forth into rage, yet unable to add another word 
to the sentence, which he had begun with such 
emphatic passicm. 

^* Nay, my lord," said the Queen, ** we will, 
by your leave, stand between this fellow and your 
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anger. We have not yet done with him.-— Knew 
your master, my Lord o£ Leicester, of this fair 
work of yours P Speak truth, I command thee, 
and I will be thy warrant from danger on every 
quarter.^ 

<^ Gracious Madam,^ said Vamey, ^< to speak 
heaven^s truth, my lord was the cause of the whole 
matter." 

*< Thou villain, would^st thou betray me ?* said 
Leicester. 

'^ Speak on," said the Queen hastily, her dbeek 
colouring, and her eyes sparkling, as she address- 
ed Varney ; ^^ speak on-— here no commands are 
heard but mine." 

<< They are omnipotent, gracious Madam," re* 
plied Vamey ; ^^ and to you there can be no se- 
crets. — ^YetIwouldnot,"headded, looking around 
him, *^ speak of my master^s concerns to other 
ears." 

^< Fall back, my lords," said the Queen to those 
who surrounded her, ** and do you speak on.-^ 
What hath the Earl to do with this guilty intrigue 
of thine?-— See, fellow, that thou beliest him 
not." 
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*< Far be it from me to traduds my noble pa- 
tron,'' replied Vamey ; " yet I am onnpelled to 
own that some deep, overwhelming, yet secret t^eU 
ing, hath of late dwelt in my lord's mind, hath 
kbstribcted him from the cares of the household; 
which he was wont to goyem with such i^ligious 
strictness, and hath left us opportunities to do 
follies^ of which the shame, as in this case, paortly 
falls upon our patron. Without this, I had not 
had means or leisure to commit the folly which 
has drdwii on me his displeaisure ; the heaviest to 
endure by itie^ lirhich I could by any means in- 
curr-'-saving always the yet niore dreaded resent, 
raent of your Grace." 

^^ And in this sense, and no other, hath he been 
acoesdory to thy fault ?^ said Elizabeth. 

^* Sorely, Madam, in no other^" teplied Va]% 
ney ; *^ but since somewhat hath chanced to him^ 
he can scarce be; called his own man. Look at 
him. Madam, how pale and trembling he stands 
-*-how unlike his usual majesty of manner— yet 
what has he to fear from aught I can say to your 
]EIigfaness ? Ah I Madam, unee he received that 
fatal packet r 
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. << What paekeCy and fnnniviience ?^ md the 
4}ueen, eagerly. 

. <« From wfaeoce, madam, I camiot guess; bat 
I am sb near to his person, that I know he has 
erer siaoe worn, suspended around his neck, and 
next to his heart, dial lock of hair which sustains a 
sBsall golden jewel shaped hke a heart--«he speaks 
to it when alone<«*Jie parts not fivm it when he 
sleeps-^no heathen ev^ woidiipped an idol with 
such derotiooJ^ 

*< Thou art a prying knaire to watch thy mas- 
ter so dosdy,^ said EUzabeth, blushing, but not 
with anger ; ^< and a tattling knave to teH over 
again his fooleries.— What cdour might the braid 
of hair be that thou pratest (^?^ 

Vamey replied, *• A poet. Madam, might call 
it a thread from the golden web wrought by Mi- 
nerva ; but, to my thinking, it was paler than eveii 
tiie purest gold-i-more lik^ the last parting mm- 
beam of the softest day of spring.^ 

♦* Why, you are a poet yourself. Master Var- 
ney," s^d the Queen, smiling ; « but 1 have not 
geniusquick enough tofdllow yourrare metaphors 
—Look round these ladies— is there^she hesita* 
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differenee)— Is there here, in this piesence^ any 
lady, the ecdcnir of whose hair reKundb thee of 
that braid P Metfainks, without fryimg into my 
Lord of Laoe»ter^g amorous secrets, I would £Bun 
know what kind d locks atelike the thvead of 
Minerva's web, cfi the>— what was it?^«-tl^ last 
rays of the May-day sun.'* 

Vamey looked round the presenee-Ghamber, 
his eye travelling from one hdy to anotbef , UK- 
til at length it rested upon the Que^i bersetf, 
but with an aspect of the deepest veneration. *< Z 
see no tresses,^ he said, ^ in this presence worthy 
c^ such similies, unless where I dare not look on 
them." 

<^ How, rir knave,^ said the Queen, ^^ darf 
you intimate " 

*' Nay, Madam," replied Varney, shading his 
eyes with his hand, *' it was the beams of the 
May-day sun that dazzled my weak eyes»" 

<^ Go to— go to," said the Queen ; ^^ thou art 
a foolish fellow"— «nd tuiuing quickly from hin 
she walked up to X^eicester. 
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Intenite curiosity, mingled with all the nuious 
hopes, fears^ and pas^ons, whidi influence court- 
iaction, had occupied the presence-chamher du- 
ring the Queen^s conference #ith Vamej, as if 
<with the strength of an eastern talishirtn. Men 
suspended evory, eren the lightest external mci 
tion^and^ould have ceased to breathe, hadNature 
permitted such an int^rmisnon of her functions; 
The atmosphere was contagious^ and Leicester, 
who saw all around wishing or fearing his ad-^ 
taneement or his fall $ forgot all that love had pre- 
viously dictated, and saw nothing for the instant 
but the favour or disgracSe which depended on 
the nod of Elizabeth atid the fidelity of Vamey^ 
He summoned himself hastily, and prepated te 
play his part in the scene which was like to en- 
sue, when, as he judged from the glances which 
the Queen threw towards him, Vaxney's com- 
munications, be they what they might, were ope« 
rating in his favour. Elizabeth did not long leaVe 
him in doubt; for the more than favour with which 
she accosted him decided his triumph in the eyes 
of his rival, and of the assembled court of Eng* 
11 
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land — ^^ Thou hast a prating servant of this same 
Vamey, my lord,^ she said ; '^ It is lucky you trust 
him with nothing that can hurt you in our opi- 
nion, for believe me, he would keep no oounseL"' 

<< From your Highness,^ said Ldoest^^drop- 
ping graodfully on one knee, ** it wwe treason he 
dhould. I Would that my heart itself lay before 
you, barer than the tongue of any servant could 
strip it.^ 

<^ What, my lord,^ said Elizabeth, looking 
kindly upon him, ^^ is there no one little comer 
over which you would wish to spread a v^ ? Ah ! 
I see you are confused at the question, and your 
Queen knows she should not look too deeply mto 
her servants^ motives for their faithful duty, lest 
she see what might, or at least ought to displease 
her.'' 

Believed by these last words, Leicester broke 
out into a torrent of expressions of deep and pas- 
»onate attachment, which perhaps, at that mo- 
ment, were not altogether fictitious. The mingled 
emotions which had at first overcome him, had 
now given wayito the energetic vigour with which 

VOL. IT. G 



yGoogk 



98 KEKILWOIITH. 

he had determined to support his place in the 
Queen^s favour ; and never did he seem to Eliza- 
beth more eloquent, more handsome, more inte- 
resting, than while, kneeling at her feet, he conju- 
red her to strip him of all his powei^, but to leave 
him the name of h^ servant—*^ Take from the 
poor Dudley,^ he exclaimed, <^ aH that your 
bounty has made him^ and bid him be the poor 
gentleman he was when your grace first shone on 
him ; leave him no more than his doak and his 
sword, but let him still boast he has— what in 
word or deed he never forfeited — the regard of 
his adored Queen and mistress !^ 

'* No, Dudley !^ said Elizabeth, rai^g him 
with one hand, while she extended the other that 
he might kiss it ; <^ Elizabeth hath not forgotten 
that, whilst you were a poor gentleman, despoil- 
ed of your hereditary rank, she was as poor a 
princess, and fhat in her cause you then ventured 
all that oppression had left you—- your life and 
honour. — ^Rise, my lord, and let my hand go !-— 
Rise, and be what you have ever been, the grace 
of our court, and the support of our throne. Your 
mistress may be forced to chide your misdemea- 
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Hours, but never without ownii^ your merits.-^ 
And so help me 6od,^ she added, turning to the 
audience, who, with various feelings, witnessed 
this interesting scene, — ^* So help me God, gen- 
tkmen, as I think never sovereign had a truer 
servant than I have in this noble EarL^ 

A murmur of aasetkt rose from the Leicestrian 
faedon, whieh the friends of Sussex dared not 
oppose. They remained with their eyes fixed on 
tiie ground, dismayed as well as mortified by the 
public and absolute triumph of their opponents. 
Leicester's first use of the familiarity to which 
the Queen had so publicly restored him, was to 
ask her commands. concerning Variiey's offence. 
^ Although,^' he said, ** the fellow deserves no^ 
thing from me butdis{deasure, yet^ might I pre- 
sume to intercede^—* 

<< In truth, we had forgotten his matter,^ said 
the Queen ; ^^ and it was ill done of us, who owe 
justice to our nieanest, as well as to our highest 
subject. We are pleased, my lord, that you were 
the first to recall the matter to our memory.—- 
Where is Tres»lian, the accuser ?— let him come 
before us.'" 
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Traniliin appeared, and made a low and be- 
seeming reverence. His person, as we have else- 
where observed, had an air of grace and even of 
nobleness, which did not escape Queen Elizabeth"^ 
V critical observation. She looked at him with at- 
tention as he stood before her unabashed^ but 
with an air of the deepest dejection. 

<' I cannot but grieve for this gentleman,* she 
said to Leicester. ** I have inquired conoenmig 
him, and his presence confirms what I heard, that 
he is a scholar and a soldier, well accomplished 
both in arts and arms. We women, my lord, are 
fanciful in our ch<nce-— I had said now, to judge 
bj the eye, there was no comparison to be held 
betwixt your follower and this gentleman^ But 
Vamey is a well e^ken fellow, and to speak 
truth, that goes far with us of the weaker sex.— - 
Look you. Master Tressilian, a boh lost is not a 
bow broken. Your true affection, as I will hold 
it to be, hath been, it seems, but ill requited ; but 
you have scholarship, and you know there have 
been false Cressidas to be found, from the Tro- 
jan war downwards. Forget, good sir, diis Lady 
Light a^ Love— teach your affection to see with a 
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wker eye. This we say to you, more from the 
writipgs of learned men, than our own know- 
ledge, being, as we are, far removed by station 
and will, from the enlargement of experience in 
$uch idle toys of humorous pas»on. For this 
darnels father, we can make his grief the less, by 
advancing his soo-ia-law to such station as may 
enable him to give an honourable support to his 
bride. Thou shalt not be forgotten thyself, Tres- 
tdlian — ^fc^low our oourt, and thou shalt see thai 
a true Troilus hath some claim on our grace. 
Think of what that arch-knave Shakespeare says 
— « plague on him, his toys come into my head 
when I should think of other matter — Stay, how 
iit?— 



Cressid was your's^ tied with the bonds of heaven ; 
These bonds of heayen are slipt^ dissolyed^ and loosed^ 
And with another knot five fingers tied> 
The fragments of her &ith are bound to Diomed. 

You smile, my Lord of Southampton — ^perchance 
I make your player's verse halt through my bad 
memory — but let it suiEce— let there be no more 
of this mad matter.^ 
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And as Tresffilian kept the posture of one who 
would willmgly be heard, though, at the same 
time, expressire of the deepest reverence, the 
Queen added with some impatience,— ^< What 
would the man have ? The wench cannot wed 
both of you ? — She has made her election — not a 
wise one perchance — ^but she is Vamey'^s wedded 
wife.'* 

*^ My suit should sleep there, most gradous 
Sovereign,^ said Tressilian, ** and with my suit 
my revenge. But I hold this Vamey^s word no 
good warrant for the tnithT* 

** Had that doubt been dbewhere urged,* an- 
swered Vamey, "my sword"— 

" TTiy sword !" interrupted Tressilian, scc»'n- 
fully ; " with her Grace^s leave, my sword shall 
shew' " 

*^ Peace, you knaves both,"^ said the Queen ; 
" know you where you are ?— This comes of your 
feuds^ my lords,^ she added, looking towards 
Leicester and Sussex ; " your followers catch 
your own humour, and must bandy and brawl in 
my court, and in my very presence, like so many 
Matamoros. — Look you, sirs, he that speaks of 
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drawing swords in any other qu£^rel than mine 
or England^s, by mine honour, 1^11 bracelet him 
with iron both on wrist and ancle !^ She then 
paused a minute, and resumed in a milder tone, 
** I must do justice betwixt the bold and muti. 
nous knaves notwithstfuiding.— My Lord of Lei- 
cester, will you warrant with your honour,— that 
is, to the best of your belief , ---that your servant 
speaks truth in saying' he hath married this Amy 
Robsart ?* 

This was a home^thriist, and had nearly stag- 
gered Leicester* But he had now gone too far to 
recede, and answered, after a momenf s hesitation, 
" To the best of my belief^indeed on my certain 
knowledge*— she is a wedded wife." 

" Gracious Madam,^^ said Tfessilian, " may I 
yet request to know, when and under what cir- 
cumstances this alleged marriage^— • 

*^ Out, sirrah,^^ answered the Queen ; *' alleged 
marriage !— Have you not the word of thiiS illus- 
trious Earl to warrant the truth of what his ser- 
vant says ? But thou art a loser— thitik'^st thy- 
self such at least— and thou shalt have indulgence 
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—-we will lode into the matter oiinelf more at 
leisure.— My Lord of Leicester^ I trust you re- 
monber we mean to taste the good cheer of your 
Castle of Kenilworth on this week ensuing^i— we 
will pray you to bid our good and valued friend 
the Earl of Sussex to hold company with us 
there* 

<' If the noble Earl of Sussex,* said L^cester, 
bowing to his rival with the easiest and with the 
most graceful courtesy, *^ will so far honour my 
poor house, I will hold it an adifitional proof of 
the amicable regard it is your Grace^s desire we 
riiould entertain towards each other.* 

Sussex was more embarrassed-^^^ I should,* 
said he, ** Madam, be but a clog on your gayer 
hours since my late severe illness * 

" And have you been indeed so very ill ?* said 
Elizabeth, looking on him with more attention 
than before ; *' yon are in faith strangely altered, 
and deeply am I griefved to see it. But be of good 
cheeF'^we will ourselves look after the health 
of so valued a servant, and to whom we owe so 
much. Masters shall order your diet ; and that 
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we ourselyes may see that he is obeyed, you must 
attend us in this progress to Eenilworth*^ 

This was said so peremptorily and at the same 
time with so much kindness, that Sussex, how« 
ever unwilling to become the guest of his rival, 
had no resource but to bow low to the Queen in 
obedience to her commands, and to express to 
Leicester, with blunt courtesy, though mingled 
with embarrassment, his acceptance of his invita^ 
tion. As the Earls exchanged compliments on 
the occafflon, the Queen said to her High Trea- 
surer, << Methinks, my lord, the countenances of 
these our two noble peers resemble that of the 
two famed classic streams, the one so dark and 
sad, the other so fadr and noble-*-My old Master 
Ascham would have chid me for forgetting the 
author-*It is Caesar, as I think."*-*See what ma- 
jestic calmness sits on the brow of the noble Lei- 
cester, while Sussex seems to greet him as if he 
did our will indeed, but not willingly/' 

^* The doubt of your Majesty's favour,'' an- 
swered the Lordt Treasurer, ^^ may perchance oc- 
casion the difference, which does not — as what 
does?--e6cape your Grace's eye." 
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*^ Such doubt were injurious to us, my lord/^ 
replied the Queen. ^^ We hold both to be near 
and dear to us, and will with impartiality em- 
ploy both in honourable service for the weal of 
our kingdom. But we will break their farther 
conference at present. — My Lords of Sussex and 
Leicester, we have a word more with you. Tres- 
silian and Vamey are near your persons— -you 
mJl see that they attend you at Kenilworth — And 
as we will then have both Paris and Menelaus 
within our call, so we will have this same fair He- 
len also, whose fickleness has caused this broil 
—Vamey, thy wife must be at Kenilworth, and 
forthcoming at my order. — My Lord of Leices- 
ter, we expect you will look to this.'' 

The Earl and his follower bowed low, and rai- 
sed their heads, without daring to look at the 
Queen, or at each otiber ; for both felt at the in- 
stant as if the nets and toils which their own false- 
hood had woven, were in the act of closing around 
them. The Queen, however, observed not their 
confusion, but proceeded to say, " My Lords of 
Sussex and Leicester, we require your presence 

at the privy-council to be presently held, where 
8 
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matters of importance are to be debated. We will 
then take the water for our divertisement, and 
you, my lords, will attend us.-*And that reminds 
us of a circumstance— Do you, Sir Squire of the 
Soiled Cassock, (distinguishing Raldgh by asmile) 
fail not to observe that you are to attend us on 
our progress. You shall be supplied with suit- 
able means to reform your wardrobe.** 

And so terminated thi^ celebrated audience, in 
which, as throughout her life, Elizabeth united 
the occasional caprice of her sex, with that sense 
and sound policy, in which neither man nor wo- 
man ever excelled her. 
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CHAPTER V. 

WeU, then— our course is dioaeo— spread the sul— 
Heave oft die lead, and maik die sonndingi ^dU- 
Look to the helm, good master— many a sboid 
Marks this stem coast, and rocks, where sits the Syioi, 
Whoi| fike ambition, lures men to their rain. 

The Shipwreck. 

During the brief interval that intervened be- 
twixt the dismissal of the audience and the stting 
of the privy council, Leicester had time to reflect 
that he had that morning sealed his own fate. *' It 
was impossible fen* him now,^ he thought, '^ after 
having, in the face of all that was honourable in 
England, pledgedhis truth (though in ambiguous 
phrase) for the statement of Vamey, to contradict 
or disavow it, without exposing himself, not mere- 
ly to the loss of court-favour, but to the highest dis- 
pleasure of the Queen, his deceived mistress, and 
to the scorn and contempt at once of his rival and 

7 
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of all his compeers."' This certainty rushed at once 
on his mind, together with aU the difficulties which 
he would necessarily be exposed to in preserving 
a secret, which seemed now equally essential to his 
safety, to his power, and to his honour. He was 
situated like one who walks upon ice, ready to give 
way around him, and whose only safety consists in 
moving onwards, by firm and unvacillating steps. 
The Queers favour, to preserve which he had 
made such sacrifices, must now be secured by all 
means and at aU hazards— it was the only plank 
which he could cling to in the tempest. He must 
settle himself, therefore, to the task of not only 
preserving, but augmenting the Queen'^s partiality 
— He mast be the favourite of Elizabeth, or a 
man utterly shipwrecked in fortune and in ho- 
nour. All other considerations must be laid aside 
for the moment, and he repelled the intrusive 
thoughts which forced on his mind the image of 
Amy, by saying to himself, there would be time 
to think hereafter how he was to escape from the 
labyrmth ultimately, since die pilot, who sees a 
ScyWa. under his bows, must not for the time think 
of the more distant dang^s of Charybdis. 
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In this mood, the Earl of Leicester that day 
assumed his chur at the council table of Eliza^ 
beih; and when the hours of buainefls were cvver, 
in this same mood did he occupy an honoured 
place near to her, during her pleasure excursion 
on the Thames. And never did he display to 
more advantage his powers as a politician of the 
first ranky or his parts as an accomplished cour- 
tier. 

It chanced that in that day^s council matters 
were agitated touching the affairs of the unfor- 
tunate Mary, the seventh year of whose capty. 
vity in England was now in doleful currency. 
There had been opinions in favour of this un- 
happy pruicess laid before Elizabeth^s coundl, 
and supported with much strength of argument 
by Sussex and others, who dwelt more upon the 
law of nations and the breach of hospitality, than, 
however softened or qualified^ was agreeable to 
the Queen^s ear. Leicester adopted the contrary 
opinion with great animation and eloquence, and 
described the necessity of continuing the severe 
restraint of the Queen of Scots, as a measure es^ 
sential to the safety of the kingdom, and pardcu- 
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larly of Elizabeth^s sacred person, the lightest 
hair of whose head, he maintained, ought, in their 
lordships^ estimation, to be matter of more deep 
and anxious concern, than the life and fortunes 
of a rival, who, after se^ihug up a vain and un- 
just preleaice to the throne of England, was now, 
even while in the bosom of her country, the con-* 
stant hope and theme ef all enemies to Elizabeth, 
whether at home (»r abroad. He ended by cra- 
ving pardon of their lordships, if in the zeal of 
speech he had given any oiSence ; but the Queen''s 
safety was a ^eme which hurried him beyond his 
usaal moderation of debate. 

Elizabeth chid him, but not sevarely, for the 
weight which he attached unduly to her personal 
interests ; yet she owned, that since it had been 
the pleasure of heaven to ccnnbine those iiiterests 
with the weal of her subjects, she did. only her 
duty when she adopted such measures of self-pre? 
servation as circumstances forced upon her ; and 
if the council in their wisdom should be of opi- 
nion, that it was needful to continue some re* 
straint on the person of her imhappy sister of 
Scotland, she trusted they would not blame her 
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if she requested of the Countess of Shrewsbury to 
use her with as mudi kindness as might be con.. 
eastent with her safe keeping. And with this inti- 
mation of her pleasure, the coundl was dismissed. 

Never was more anxious and ready way made . 
for *^ my Lord of Leicester^*^ than as he passed 
through the crowded anti-rooms to go towards the 
river««ide, in order to attend her Majesty to her 
barge — ^Never was the voice of the udiers louder, 
to '* make room— nnake room for the noble EarF 
—Never were these signals more promptly and 
reverentially obeyed — ^Never were more anxious 
eyes turned on him to obtain a glance oT fistvour, 
or even of mere recognition, while' the heart of 
many a humble follows throbbed betwixt desire 
to offer his congratidations, and fiear of imruding 
himself on the notice of one so infinilely above 
him. The whole court considered the issue of 
this day^s audience, expected with so nltuch doubt 
and anxiety, as a decisive triumph on the pert of 
Leicester, and felt assuned that the orb of his 
rival satellite, if not altogether obscured by his 
lustre, must revolve hereafter in a dinmder and 
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more distant sphere. So thought the court and 
courtiers, from high to low ; and they acted ac« 
cordingly. 

On the other hand, never did Leicester return 
the general greeting with such ready and conde« 
scending courtesy, or endeavour more successfully 
to gather (in the words of one, who at that mo- 
ment stood at no great distance from him) '^ gulden 
opinions from all sorts of men.^ 

For all the favourite Earl had a bow, a smile 
at least, and often a kind word. Most of these 
were addressed to courtiers, whose names have 
long gbne down the tide of oblivion ; but some, to 
such as sound strangely in our ears, when connect- 
ed with the ordinary matters of human life, above 
which the gratitude of posterity has long elevated 
them. Afew of Leicester's interlocutory sentences 
ran as follows : 

" Poynings, good morrow, and how does your 
wife and fair daughter ? Why come they not to 
court ? — ^Adams, your suit is naught — ^the Queen 
will grant no more monopolies — ^but I may serve 
you in another matter.— My good Alderman Ayl- 
ford, the suit of the City, affecting Queenhithe, 
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shall be forwarded as far as my poor interest can 
8erve.<— Master Edmund Spencer, touching your 
Irish petition, I would willingly aid you, from 
my loye to the Muses ; but thou hast nettled the 
Lord Treasurer* 

" My lord,** said the poet, " were I permitted 
to explain* * 

<^ Come to my lodging, fSdmund,** answered the 
Earl—" not to-morrow, or next day, but soon. 
—Ha, Will Shakespeare— wild Will !— thou hast 
given my nephewj Philip Sidney, love-powder*- 
he cannot sleep without thy Venus and Adonis 
under his pillow ! We will have thee hanged for 
the veriest wizard in Europe. Heark thee, mad 
wag, I have not forgotten thy matter of the pa- 
tent, and of the bears." 

The plat/er bowed, and the Earl nodded and 
passed on — so that age would have told the tale 
—in ours, perhaps, we might say the immortal 
had done homage to the mortal. The next whom 
the favourite accosted, was one of his own zeal- 
ous dependants. 

** How now. Sir Francis Denning," he whis- 
pered, in answer to his exulting salutation, ^^ that 
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smile hath made thy face shorter by one-third than 
when I finst saw it this moming.-^What, itaste^ 
Bowyer, stand you back, and think you I bear 
tnalice P You did but your duty this mormng ; 
and, if I remembar aught ci the passage betwixt 
us, it shall be in thy favour.'' 

Then the Earl was approached, with several 
fantastic congees, by a person qumntly dressed 
in a doublet of Uack velvet, curiously slashed 
and pinked with crimson satin. A long cock's 
feather in the velvet bonnet, which he held in his 
hand, and an enormous ruff, stiffened to the ex- 
tremity of the absurd taste of the times, joined 
with a sharp, lively, oonc^ted ex{»*ession of coun- 
tenance, seemed to body forth a vidn, hair-brain- 
ed coxcomb, and small Wit ; while the rod he 
held, and an assumption of formal authwity, 
appeared to express some sense of official conse- 
quence, which qualified die natural pertness of 
his manner. A perpetual blush, which occupied 
rather the sharp nose than the thin cheek of this 
personage, seemed to speak more of ** good life," 
«is it was called, than of modesty ; and the man- 
ner in which he approached to the Earl, confirmed 
that sus{Hcion. 
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** Good even to you. Master BobartLandiam,^ 
said Leicester, and seemed dedrous to pass for. 
ward, without farther speedi. 

** I have a suit to your noble lordship,^ said 
the figure, boldly following him. 

<' And what is it, good master keeper of the 
council-chamber door P** 

'^ Cletic of the council-chamber door,^ said 
Master Robert Laneham, with emphasis, by way 
of reply, and of correction. 

'* Well, qualify thine office as thou wilt, man,^ 
rq>Hed the Earl ; <* what would^st thou have with 

" Simply,** answered Laneham, *' that your 
lordship would be, as heretofore, my good lord, 
and procure me licence to attend the Summer 
Progress unto your lordship^s most beautiful, and 
all-to-be unmatched Castle of Kenilworth.** 

** To what purpose, good Master Laneham,** 
replied the Earl; ** bethink you my guests musft 
needs be many.** 

" Not so many,** replied the petitioner, " but 
that your nobleness will willingly spare your old 
servitor his crib and his mess. Bethink you, my 
lord, how necessary is this rod of mine, to frighjt 



Digitized by 



Googk 



KENILWORTH. 117 

away all those listeners, who else would play at 
bo-peep with the honourable council, and be 
searching for key-holes and crannies in the door 
of the chamber, so as to render my staff as need* 
ful as a fly-flap in a butcher's shop.'' 

** Methinks you have found out a fly-blown 
comparison for the honourable council. Master 
Laneham," said the Earl ; '* but seek not about 
to justify it. Come to Kenilworth, if you list ; 
there will be store of fools there beside, and so 
you will be fitted." 

" Nay, an there be fools, my lord," replied 
Laneham, with much glee, '^ I warrant I will 
make sport among them ; for no greyhound loves 
to cote a hare, as I to turn and course a fool. But 
I have another singular favour to beseech of your 
honour." 

" Speak it, and let me go," said the Earl ; " I 
think the Queen comes forth instantly." 

** My lord, I would fain bring a bed-fellow 
with me." 

" Ho^.you irreverent rascal .*" sud Leicester. 

'' Nay, my lord, my meaning is within the ca- 
nons,"an8wered his unblushing, or rather his ever- 
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Uusbiiig petilicHier. *^ I hftve a wife as curibus as 
bar gTandmother, who eat the apple. Now, take 
her with me I may not, her Highness'^g orders 
being so strict against the officers bringing with 
them their wives in a progress, and so luniber* 
ing the court with womankind* But what I would 
crave of your lordshipj^ is, to find room for her in 
some mummery, or pretty pageant, in disguise, as 
it were; so that, not being known for my wife, 
there may be no offence,'* 

" The foul fiend seize ye both !" smd Leicester, 
stung into imcontroulahle passion by the reooUec- 
tions which this speech exclted<«*-'^ Why stop you 
pie with such follies ?^ 

The terrified clerk of the ohamber-^door, asto- 
nished at the burst of resentment he had so uncon- 
sciously produced, dropped his staff of office from 
his hand, and gazed on the incensed Earl with a 
foolish face of wonder and terror, which ini)»tant}j} 
recalled Leicester to himself, 

^< I meant but to try if thou hadst the audacity 
which befits thine office,'^ said he hastily *^ Come 
to Kenilworth, and bring the devil with thee, if 
thou wilt" 
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^^ My wife, m, hath played the devit ere now, 
in a Mystery, in Queen Mary^s time— but tre 
shall want a trifle for properties.*^ 

^^ ere is a crown for thee,^ said the £arly«i* 
^^ mak^ me rid of thee— the great bell ridgs.^ 

Mai^ter Robert Laneham stared a moment at 
the agitation which he had exdted, and then said 
to himself, as he stooped to pick up his stiff of 
office, *^ The noble Earl runs wild humours to- 
day ; out they who give crowns, expect us witty 
fell<)ws to wink at their unsettled starts ; and, by 
my £nth, if they paid not for mercy, we would 
finger them tightfy." 

Leicester moved hastily on, neglecting the cour- 
tesies he had hitherto dispersed so liberally, and 
hurrying through the courtly crowd, until he 
paused in a small tnthdrawing room, into wlMch 
he plunged to draw a momenf s breath unobser* 
ved, and in seclusion* 

<' What am I nbw,^ he siud to himself, ^^ that 
am thus jaded by the words of a mean, weather* 
beaten,giiDse-l»?dined gull !— ^Conscience, thou art 
a blood-hound, whose growl wakes as readily at 
the paltry stir of a rat or mouse, is at the step of 
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a lion.—- Can I not quit myself by one bold stroke 
of a state so irksome, so unhonoured ? What if I 
kneel to Elizabeth, and, owning the whole, thxow 
myself on her mercy ?*— 

As he pursued this train of thought, the door 
of the apartment opened, and Varney rushed in. 

** Thank God, my lord, that I have found you,'* 
was his exclamation, 

<< Thank the devil, whose agent thou art,*^ was 
the EarPs reply. 

** Thank whom you will, my lord,'* replied Var- 
ney ; ** but hasten to the water-side. The Queen 
is on board, and asks for you.** 

*^ Go, say I am taken suddenly ill,^ replied 
Leicester ; ^* for, by heaven, my brain can sus- 
tsin this no longer.*** 

** I may well say so,** said Varney, with bit- 
terness of expression ; " for your place, ay, and 
mine, who, as your master of the horse was to 
have attended your lordship, is already filled up 
in the Queen^s barge. The new minion, Walter 
Raleigh, and our old acquaintance, Tresolian, 
were called for to fill our places just as I hasten* 
ed away to seek you.* 
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^ Thou art a devil, Varney,'' said Leicester 
hastily ; '^ but thou hast the mastery for the pre«^ 
sent — I follow thee**" 

Varney replied not, but led the way out of the 
palace, and towards the river, while his matster 
followed him, as if mechanically ; until, looking 
back, he said in a tone which savoured of famili- 
arity at least, if not of authority, ^' How is this^ 
my lord ?— your cloak hangs on one side,— your 
hose are unbraced— -permit me"— 

" Thou art a fool, Varney, as well as a knave,** 
said Leicester, shaking him off and rejecting his 
officious assbtance ; ^^ we are best thus, sir-^ 
when we require you to order our person, it is 
well, but now we want you not." 

So saying, the Earl resumed at once his air of 
conmiond, and with it his self-possession— shook 
his dress into yet wilder disorder— passed before 
Varney with the air of a superior and master, and 
in his turn led the way to the river-side. 

The Queen^s barge was on the very point of 
putting off; the seat allotted to Leicester in the 
stem, and that to his master of the horse on the 
bow of the boat, being already filled up. But 
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on Leicester's approach, there was a pause, as if 
the bargemen anticipated some alteration in theit 
company. The angry spot was, howevBf, in the 
Queen''s cheek, as^ in that cold tone with which su* 
periors endeavour to Teil their internal agitation^ 
while speaking to those before whom it would be 
derogation to ^e jnress it, she pr(»ounced the c^ill^ 
ing wordfr— << We hare waited, my Lwd of Lei- 
cester*'* 

** Madam, and most gracious Princess,'* said 
Leicester, << you, who can pardon so many weak* 
nesaes which your own heart never knows, can 
beat bestow your oomnns^tUion on the agitations 
of the bosom^ which, toe a moment, affect both 
head and limbs.— I came to your jHresence, a 
doubting and an accused subject ; your good, 
ness penetrated the clouds of defamation, and re* 
fitored me to my own hoiiour, and, what is yet 
dearer, to your favQur<-4s it wonderful, thoi^h 
for me it is most unhappy, that my master of 
the horse should have found me in a state which 
scarce permitted me to make the exertion neees^ 
sary to follow him to tliis place, when one glance 
of your Highness, although^ alaa ! an aogiy oa^ 
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has had power to do that for me^ in whkh Escu- 
lapiud might have failed ?^ 

^\ How is this P"^ 8^d Elizabeth hastily, looking 
at Varney ; " hath your lord been ill ?* 

<< Something of a fainting fit,^ answered the 
ready^-witted Varney, *^ as your Grace may ob- 
serve from his present condition. My lord''s haste 
would not permit me Idsure even to bring his 
djress into order.^ 

^< It matters not,^ said Elizabeth, as she gazed 
on the noble face and form of Leicester, to which 
even the strange mixture of passions by which he 
hod been so lately agitated, gave additional inte« 
rest, ^'mukeroomformynoblelord — Yourplaoe, 
Master Varney, has been fiUed up ; you must find 
a. seat in another baige.^ 

Varney bowed, and withdrew. 

^^ And you too, our youi^ Squire of the Cloak,^ 
added she, looking at Raleigh, ^^ must, for the 
tbney go to the barge pf our ladies of honour. As 
for Tressilian, be hath already suffered too much 
by the caprice of women,, that I should aggrieve 
him by my change of plan, so far as he is con* 
cerned.'* 
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Leicester seated himself in his place in the 
barge, and close to the Sovereign ; Raleigh rose 
to retire, and Tresnlian would bare been so ill- 
timed in his courtesy as to oSer to relinquiA his 
own place to his friend, had not the acute glance 
of Raleigh himself, who seemed now in his native 
element, made him sensible, that so ready a dis- 
clamation of the royal favour might be misinter- 
preted. He sate silent, therefore, whilst Raleigh, 
with a profound bow, and a look of the deepest 
humiliation, was about to quit his place. 

A young courtier, the gallant Lord Willough- 
by , read, as he thought, something in the Queens's 
face, which seemed to pity Raldgh^s real or assu- 
med semblance of mortification* 

" It is not for us old courtiers," he said, ** to 
hide the sunshine from the young ones. I will, 
with h&c Majesty^s leave, relinquish for an hour, 
that which her subjects hold dearest, the delight 
of her Highnesses presence, and mortify myself 
by walking in star-light, while I forsake fcnr a 
brief season, the glory of Diana'^s own beams* I 
will take place in the boat which the ladies oc- 
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cupy, and permit this young cavalier his hour of 
[nomised felicity-'" 

The Queen replied with an expression betwixt 
mirth and earnest, ^* If you are so willing to leave 
us, my lord, we cannot help the mortification. 
But, under favour, we do not trust you— -old and 
experienced as you may deem yourself — ^with the 
care of our young ladies of honour. Your vene* 
rable age, my lord,^ she continued, smiling, ^^maj 
be better assorted with that of my Lord Trea- 
surer, who follows in the third boat, and whose 
experience even my Lord WilIoughby''s may be 
improved by.'* 

Lord Willoughby hid his disapp(nntment un- 
der a smile-— laughed, was confused, bowed, and 
left the Queen's barge to go on board my Lord 
Burleigh's. Leicester, who endeavoured to divert 
his thoughts from all internal reflection, by fixing 
them on what was passing around, watched this 
circumstance among others. But when the boat 
put off from the shore-— when the music sounded 
from a barge which accompanied them— when the 
shouts of the populace were heard from the shore, 
and ail reminded him of the »tuation in which 
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he was placed, he abstracted his thoughts* and 
feelings by a strong effort from every thing but 
the necessity of maintaining himself in the favour 
of his patroness, and exerted his talents of plea- 
sing captivalionwith such success, that the Queen, 
alternately delighted with his conversation, and 
alarmed for his health, at length imposed a tem- 
porary silence on him, with playful yet anxious 
care, lest his flow of spirits should exhaust him. 

*^ My lords," she said, ** having passed for a 
time our edict of silence upon our good Leices* 
ter, we will call you to counsel on a gamesome 
matter, more fitted to be now treated <^, amidst 
mirth and music, than in the gravity of our or- 
dinary deliberations. — ^Which of you, my lords,'* 
said she, smiling, ^ know aught of a petition from 
Orson Pinnit, the keeper, as he qualifies himself, 
pf our royal bears P Who stands godfather to his 
request ?^ 

** Marry, with your Grape's good permission, 
that do I,'' said the Earl of Sussex. — << Orson 
Pinnit was a stout soldier before he was so man- 
gled by the skenes of the Irish clan MacDonough , 
and I trust your Grace will be, as you always have 
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been, good mistress to your good and trusty ser- 
vants,^ 

" Surely," smd the Queai, ** it is our purpose 
to be so, and in espedal to our pocn- soldiers and 
sailors, who hazard thar lives for little pay. We 
* would give,** she said, with her eyes sparkling, 
'^.yonder royal palace of ours to be an hospital for 
their use, rather than they should ckll their mis- 
tress ungrateful.-— But this is not the question," 
she said, her tone, which had be^i awakened by 
her patriotic feelings, once more subsiding into 
the tone of gay and easy conversation ; ^^ for this 
Orson Pinnit^s request goes something farther. 
He complains, that amidst the extreme delight 
with which men haunt the play-houses, and in 
especial their eager desire for seeing the exhibi- 
tions of one Will Shakespeare, (whom I think, 
my lords, we have all heard something of,) the 
manly amusement of bear-baiting is falling into 
comparative neglect; since men will rather throng 
to see these roguish players kill each other in jest, 
than to see our royal dogs and bears worry each 
other in bloody earnest— What say you to this, 
my Lord of Sussex ?" 
1 
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*^ Why, truly, gracious Madam,'^ sadd Sussex, 
<^you must expect little from an old soldier like me 
in favour of battles in sport, when they are com- 
pared with battles in earnest; and yet, by my faith, 
I wish WiU Shakespeare no harm. He is a stout 
man at quarter-staff, and single falchicm, though, 
as I am told, a haldng fi^low ; and he stood, they- 
say, a tough fight with the rangers otcid Sir Tho- 
mas Lucy of Charkcot, when he broke his deer- 
park and kissed his keeper^s duughter."^ 

** I cry you mercy, my Lord of Sussex,^ said 
Queen Elizabeth, interrupting him ; <^ that mat- 
ter was heard in council, and we wiU not have this 
fellow^s offence exaggerated— -there was no kiss- 
ing in the matter, and the defendant hath <put 
the denial on record.— But what say you to hia 
present practice, my lord, on the stage ? for there 
lies the point, and not in any ways touching his 
former errors, in breaking parks, or the other fok 
lies you speak of.^ 

" Why truly, Madam,^ replied Sussex, ** as I 

said before, I wish the gamesome mad fellow no. 

injury. Some of his whoreson poetry (I crave. 

your Grace^s pardon for such a phrase) has rung 

13 
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in mine ears as if they sounded to boot and saddle. 
-—But then it is all froth and folly— no substance 
or soioumess in it, as your Grace has already 
well touched.-— What are half a dozen knaves, 
itith rusty foils and tattered targets, making biit 
a mere mockery of a stout fight, to compare to 
the royal game of bear-baiting, which hath been, 
graced by your Highnesses countenance, and that 
of your royal predecessors, in this your princely 
kingdom, famous for matchless mastiffs, and bold 
bearwards, over all Christendom ? Greatly is it to 
be doubted that the race of both will decay, if men 
should rather throng to hear the lungs of an idle 
player belch forth nonsensical bombast, instead of 
bestomng their pence in encouraging the bravest 
image of war that can be shewn in peace, and that 
is the sports of the Bear-garden. There you may 
see the bear lying at guard with his red pinky 
eyes, watching the onset of the mastiff, like a wily 
captain, who maintains his defence that an assail- 
ant may be tempted to venture within his dan- 
ger. And then comes Sir Mastiff, like a worthy 
champion, in Aill career at the throat of his adver- 

VOL. II. I 
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8ary---aiid then shall Sir Brain teach him the re* 
ward for those who, in their over-courage, neglect 
the policies of war, and, catching htm in his arms, 
strain him to his breast like a lusty wrestler, un- 
til rib after rib crack like the shot of a' pistolet. 
And then another lAastiff, as bold, but with bet- 
tcr aim and sounder judgment, catches Sir Bruin 
by the nether lip, and hangs fast, while he tosses 
about his blood and slaver, and tries in vain to 
shake Sir Talbot from his hold^ And thai'* ' ' 

** Nay, by my honour, my lord," said the Queen, 
laughing, ^^ you have described the whole so* ad- 
mirably, that, had we never seen a bear-baiting, 
as we have beheld many, and hope, with heaven^s 
allowance, to see many more, your words were 
sufficient to put the whole Bear-garden before oiu: 
eyes.*— But come, who speaks next in thia case ? 
—-My Lord of Leicester, what say you ?^^ 

^^ Am I then to consid^ myself as unmuzzled, 
please your Grace ?^ replied Leicester. 

" Surely, my lord — ^that is, if you feel hearty 
Plough to take part in our game,^ answered Eli» 
zabeth ; ^^ and yet, when I think of your cogni^ 
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2aiice of the bear and ragged staff, mediinks we 
had better hear some less partial oraton^ 

^^ Nay, on my word, gracious Princess,^ said 
the Earl, ^' though my brother Ambrose of War* 
wick and I do carry the ancient cognizance your 
Highness deigns to remember, I nevertheless de* 
mre nothing but fair play on all sides ; or, as they 
say, < fight dog, fight bear.^ And in behalf of 
the players, I must needs say that they are witty 
knaves, whose rants and jests keep the minds of 
the commons from busying themselves with state 
affairs, and listening to traitorous speeches, idle 
rumours, and disloyal insinuations. When men 
are agape to see how Marlow, Shakespeare, and 
other play artificers, work out their fandful plots 
as they call them, the mind of the spectators is 
withdrawn from the conduct of their rulers.^ 

«< We would not have the mind of our subjects 
withdrawn from the consideration of our own con- 
duct, my lord,^ answered Elizabeth ; ^< because 
the more closely it is examined, the true motives 
by which we are guided will appear the more 
manifest.^ 
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.^ I have heard, howerer, Madam," said the 
Dean of St Asaph^ an eminent Puritan, << that 
these players are wont, in their plays, not only 
to introduce profane and lewd eicpresaioiis, tend^ 
ing to foster sin and harlotry, but eren to beL 
low out such reflections on gorermnent, its ori;- 
gin and its object, as tend to render the subject 
discontented, and shake the solid foundations of 
civil society. And it seems to b^ under your 
Crraoe"iB favour, far less than safe to permit these 
naughty foul-mouthed knaves to ridicule the god«. 
ly for thar decent gravity, and in blaspheming 
heaven, and slandering its earthly rulers, to set 
at defiance the laws both of God and man." 

<^ If we could think this were true, my lord," 
sud Elizabeth, <* we should give sharp correct 
tion for such offences* But it is iU arguing against 
the use of any thing from its abuse. And touch- 
ing this Shakespeare, we think there is that in hia 
plays that is worth twenty Be8r.gardens ; and that 
this new undertdcing of his Chronicles, as he calls 
them, may entertain, witii honest mirth, mingled 
with useful instruction, not only our subjects, but 
even the generation which may succeed to us." 
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\ '< Your Maj^y^s reign will need no such feeble 
aid to make it remembered to the latest posteri- 
•ty,^ said Leicester. <^ And yet, in his way, Shaken 
•ipeare hath so touched some inddents of your Moh 
jfesky^s ha^y government, asmay countervail what 
Jias been spoken by his reverence the Dean of St 
Asaph^s. There are some lines, for example— I 
would my nephew, Philip Sidney, were here, they 
are scarce ever out of his mouth-— they are spoken 
in a mad tale of fairies, love-charms, and I wot 
not what besides ; but beautiful they are, however 
abort they may and must fall of the subject to 
which they bear a bold relation— and Philip mur- 
murs them, I think, even in his dreams.*** 

<^ You tantalize us, my lord,^ said the Queen 
— ** Master Philip Sidney is, we know, a minion 
of the Muses, and we are pleased it should be so. 
Valour never shines to more advantage than when 
united with the true taste and love of letters. But 
surely there are some others among our young 
courtiers who can recollect what your lordship has 
forgotten amid weightier affairs.— -Master Tressi- 
lian, you are described to me as a worshipper of 
Minerva— rememb^ you aught of these Unes r 
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Tressilian'g heart was too heavy, his pioqpects 
an life too fataUy blighted, to profit by the oppor* 
timity which the Queen thus offered to him of aU 
•tousting her attention, but he determined to tnm»- 
fer the advantage to his more amUtioua young 
inend ; and^ excunng himself on the score oC want 
of recollection, he added, that he believed the 
beautiful, verses, of which my Lord of Leicester 
had spoken, were in the remembrance of Master 
Walter Raleigh. 

At the command of the Queen, that cavalier 
repeated, with acpent and manner which even add- 
ed to their exquisite delicacy of tact and beauty 
df description, the celebrated vision of Oberon* 

*^ That very time I saw^ (but thou could'st not,) 
Flying betweoi the oold moon and the earth, 
Cupid, all arm'd : a certain aim he took 
At a fiur vestal, throned by the west; 
And loos'd his love-shaft smartly from his bow. 
As it should pierce a himdred thousand hearts : 
But I might see young Cupid's fiery shaft 
Quench'd in the chaste beams of the wat'ry moon ; 
And the imperial vot'ress passed on. 
In maiden meditation, ftncy tnt.'* 
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The voice of Raleigh, as he vepeated the hut 
lines, became a little tremulous, as if diffident 
how the Sovereign to whom the homage was ad- 
dressed might receive it, exquisite as it was. If 
this diffidence was affected, it was good policy; 
but if real, there was little occasion for it. The 
verses were jnot probably new to the Queen, for 
when was ev^ such elegant flattery long in reach* 
ing the royal ear to which it was addressed ? But 
it was not the less welcome when repeated by 
such a speaker as Raleigh. Alike delighted with 
the matter, the manner, and the graceful form 
and animated countenance of the gallant young 
reciter^ Elizabeth kept time to every cadence^ with., 
look add with finger. When the speaker had cea- 
sed, she murmured over the last lines as if scarce 
conscious that she was overheard, and as she ut- 
tered the words, 

" In taaJden meditati<mj &ney ftet" 

she dropt into the Thames the supplication of 
Orson Pinnit, keeper of the royal bears, to find 



yGoogk 



1S6 KBMII.WOETH. 

DK^refaTOurabkacoepUyK^eatShfieniessyorwherft- 
ever the lade might waft it* 

Ldcester was spurred to emulation by the sue* 
oess. of the young CDurtier^s exhibit3o% as the Te* 
t^ran racer is roused wh^i a h^h^nettled oolt 
passeshiuLon the way. He turned the discourse 
on shows, banquets, pageants, and on the cbarac^ 
ter €xf those by whom these gay scenes were then 
frequented. He mixed acute observation with 
light satire, in that just {»0po|tioq whidi was free 
alike from malignant slander and insjMd praise. 
He mimicked with ready accent the manners of 
the affected or the qlowmsh, and made his own 
graceful tone and manner seem doubly such when 
he resumed it. Fordgn countries — their cus-* 
toms-— their manners*— the rules of their courts 
—the fashions, and even the dress of their ladies, 
were equally his theme ; and seldom did he con- 
clude without conveyingsome compliment, always 
couched in delicacy, and expressed with propriety, 
to the Virgin Queen, her court and her govern-* 
toent Thug passed the conversation during thb 
pleasure voyage, seconded by the rest of the at^ 
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tendaots upon the toj9l person, in gsj diaeoune^ 
varied by remarks upon ancient das^s and mo- 
dem authors, «id enriehed by maxims of deep 
policy and sound morality, by the statesmen and 
sages who sate around, and mixed wisdom with 
the lights talk of a female court. 

When they returned to the palace, Elisabeth 
accepted, or rather selected, the arm of Leicester 
to support her, from the stairs where they laod^ 
ed, to the great gate. It even seemed to him, 
(though that might arise from the flattery of his 
own imaginationi) that during this short passage, 
she leaned on him somewhat more than the sHp. 
piness pf the way necessarily demanded. Cer- 
ti^nly her actions and words combined to express 
a degree of favour, which, even in his proudest 
days, he had not till then attmned. His rival, In- 
deed, was repeatedly graced by the Queen^s noh 
tice ; but it was in a manner that seemed to flow 
less from spontaneous inehnation, than as extort- 
ed by a sense of his merit And, in the opinion 
of many experienced courtiers, all the fbvour she 
shewed him was ovor-bidanced, by her whispering 
in the ear of the Lady D^by , that *^ now she saw 
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9ickiie88 was a better alchenuBt than die befinre 
wotted of, seeing it had changed my Loid ci Sus* 
sex^s copper nose into a golden ooe.^ 

The jest trans[nred,. and the Earl of Leicester 
enjoyed his triumph, as one to whom court fa* 
your had been both the primary and the ultimate 
motive of life, while he forgot, in the intoxication 
of the moment, the perplexities and dangers of his 
own situation. Indeed, strange as it may appear, 
he thought less at that moment of the perils ari- 
sing from his secret union, than of the marks of 
grace whidi Elizabeth from time to time shewed 
to young Raleigh. They were indeed tranoent, 
but they were conferred on one accomplished in 
mind and body, with grace, gallantry, literature, 
and valour. An accident occurred in the course 
o£ the evening which rivetted Leicester's atten- 
tion to this object. 

The nobles and courtiers who had attended 
the Queen on her pleasure expedition, were in- 
vited, with royal hospitality, to a splendid ban- 
quet in the hall of the palace. The table was 
not, indeed, graced by the presence of the Sove- 
iseign ; for, agreeable to her idea of what was at 
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once modest and dignified, the Maiden Queen, aa 
such occasions, was wont to take in private, or 
with one or two favourite ladies, her light and 
temperate meal. After a moderate interval, the 
court again met in the splendid gardens of the 
-palace; and it was while thus engaged, that the 
Queen suddenly asked a lady, who was near to 
her both in place and favour, what had become 
dT the young Squire Lack-Cloak. 

llie Lady Paget answered, ^^ she had seen 
Master Baleigh but two or three minutes since, 
standing at the window of a small pavilion or 
pleasure house, which looked out on the Thames, 
and writing on the glass with a diamond ring.^^ 

'^ That ring,^ said the Queen, ^< was a small 

token I gave him, to make amends for his spoil* 

ed mantle. Come, Paget, let us see what use he 

has made of it, for I can see through him already. 

• He is a marvellously sharp-witted spirit^^ 

They w^t to the spot, within sight of which, 
but at some distance, the young cavalier still lin« 
gered, as the fowler watches the net which he has 
set. The Queen appronched the window, on which 
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Baldgb had used her gift, to inicribe the £bUow*» 
inghiie:— 

^' Fain irould I dimb^ but that I fear to M." 

The Queen smiled, read it twice over, once with 
deliberation to Lady Paget, and once again to her^ 
self. *^ It is a pretty beginning,^ she said, after 
the consideration of a moment or two ; <^ but me- 
thinks the muse hath deserted the young wit, at 
the very outset of his task. It were good-natured 
-—were it not, Lady Paget,--<»to complete it for 
him ? Tiy your rhyming faculties.^ 

Lady Paget, prosaic fiom her cradle upwards, 
us ever any lady of the bed-chamber before or 
after her, disclaimed all posubility of asdsdng 
the young poet. 

*< Nay, then, we must sacrifice to the Muses 
ourselves,^ sidd EHzabedi. 

^< The incense of no one can be more accept- 
able,^ sidd Lady Paget ; *^ and your highness, will 
-impose such obligation pn the ladies of Parnas- 
sus''-: — 

^' Hush, Paget,'' said the Queen, ^^ you speak 
sacrilege against the immortal Nine-«yet virgins 
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themselves, they should be exorable to a Yirgiit 
Queen-^-and, therdicnre— 4et me see how runs his 
verse*- 

' Fain would I climb, but that I fear to fall/ 

Might not the answer, (for fault of a better) run 
thus: 

If thy mind £iil thee, do not dimb at aQ." 

The dame of honour uttered an exclamation 
of joy and surprise at so happy a termination ; 
and certainly a Worse has been applauded, even 
when coming from a less distinguished author. 

The Queen, thus enoouraged, took off a dia- 
mond ring, and saying, *^ We will give this ga]U 
lant some cause of marvel, when he finds his 
couplet perfected without his own interference,^ 
she wrote her own line beneath that of Raleigh* 

The Queen left the pavilion — ^but retiring slow- 
ly, imd often looking back, she could see the young^ 
cavalier steal, with the flight of a lapwing, towards 
the place where he had seen her make a pause ; 
-— '* She staid but to observe,^ as she said, << that 
her train had taken ;^ and then, lauding at the 
circumstance with the Lady Paget, she took the 
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way slowly towards the palace. Elizabeth, as tbey 
returned, cautioned her companion not to mea* 
tion to any one the aid which she had ^ven to the 
young poet — and Lady Paget promised scmpu- 
lous secrecy. It is to be supposed, that she made 
a mental reservation in favour of Leicester, to 
whom her ladyship transmitted without delay an 
anecdote, so little calculated to give him pleasure. 

Raleigh, in the meanwhile, stole back to the 
window, and read, with a feeling of intoxication, 
the encouragement thus given him ly the Queen 
in person to follow out his ambitious career, and 
returned to Sussex and his retinue, then on the 
point of embarking to go up the river, his heart 
beating high with gratified pride, and with hope 
of future distinction. 

The reverence due to the person of the Earl 
prevented any notice being taken of the recep* 
tion he had met with at court, until they had 
landed, and the household were assembled in the 
great hall at Say'*s Court ; while that Lord, ex* 
hausted by his late illness, and the fatigues of 
the day, had retired to his chamber, demanding 
the attendance of Wayland, his successful phy- 
2 
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sician. Wayland, however, was no where to be 
found ; and, while some of the party were, with 
military impatience, seeking him, and cursing his 
absence, the rest flocked around Raleigh, to con- 
gratulate him on bis prospects of court favour. 

He had the good taste and judgment to con- 
ceal the decisive circumstance of the couplet^ to 
which Elizabeth had deigned to find a rhyme ; 
but other circumstances had transpired, which 
plainly intimated that he had made some progress 
in the Queen^s favour. All hastened to wish him 
joy on the mendied appearance of bis fortune : 
some from real regaird; some, perhaps, from 
hopes that his preferment might hasten their own ; 
. and most from a mixture of these motives, and 
a sense that the countenance shewn to any one of 
Sussex^s household, was, in fact, a triumph to 
the whole. Raleigh returned the kindest thimks 
to them all, disowning, with becoming modesty, 
that one day^s fair reception made a favourite^^ 
any more than one swallow a summer. But he 
observed that Blount did not join in the general 
congratulation, and, somewhat hurt at his appa- 
rent unkindness, he plainly asked him the reason. 
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BlDuntrei^edwkh equal 8moerity--i-'<My good 
Walter^ I wish thee as well as do any of those 
chattering guUs, who are whistling and whoofHag 
graiulatibiis in thine ear, because it seems fsur 
weather with thee. But I fear £or thee, Walter^ 
(and he wiped his honest eye,) I fear for thee 
with all my heart. These court-tricks, and gam* 
hols, and flashes of fine women''s fiivour, are the 
tricks and trinkets that bring fair fortunes to far* 
thii^, and fine faces and witty coxcombs to the 
acquaintance of dull blocks and sharp axes.^ 

So saying, Blount arose and left the hall, while 
Raleigh looked after him with an exprpsaon that 
blanked for a moment hb bold and animated 
countenance. 

Stanley just thai entered the hall, and said to 
Tressilian, << My lord is calling for your fdlow 
Wayland, and your fellow Wayhnd is just anne 
hither in a sculler, and is calling for you, nor will 
he go to my lord till he sees^you. The fellow 
looks as he were mazed, methinks-^-I would you 
would see him immediatdy.^ 

Tressilian instantly left the hall, and causing 
Wayland Smith to be shewn into a withdrawing 
3 
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apartment, and lights placed^ be conducted tfae; 
artist thither, and was surprised w&en he chma^- 
ved the emolaan of his oounteoanee. 

<< What is the matter with yon, Snutk?^ sad 
-T^essiUan; ^ baire yoa seen the de^ .^ 

^ Worsen rir, worse,'' r^ed .Wayland,. ^l 
have seen a basilisk.-— Thaiik God, I saw hii» 
first, for beifij^ so seen, and' seeing not me, he will 
do tbelessbaxm.'* ' 

<^ In Gi3d's name^ i^ieak iqfeiise,'' s^d TkiessittaD^ 
** and say what yduinean^^ 

<< I have s^n my oU master^'' said the artist-^-« 
^ Last n%ht, a £ckiid, whbii I bad aeqmred, 
took me to see the palace clock, judging me toi 
be curioiss iii sueh works of art* At the wundow 
of a tixreet next to'tbe ckx^-bouae I saw my eU 
master.'^ 

^^ Tbon must have needs been mistaken/* slud 
Tressiban. 

^ I was not mistaken,'' said Wayland-^^' He 
that once bath bis.features by heart 'woidd khcrr 
biin amoBgrt a mattiDn. '^He wiasr luitidiy bibieiM'^ 
buJb.be ommotdii^iHSO bmsetf fh»n itte^ Odd b& 

TOL. u. It ' • 
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pnuBed, as I can from him. I willoot^bowevery: 
tanpt Providence by remaining within fab ken. . 
Tarleton the player himself oould not so disguise 
himself, but that, sooner or later, Doboobie would 
find him out. I must away to-monow ; for, as we 
stand U^ther, it were death to me to Demain 
within reach of himi.^ 

«< Bu|; the Earl of Sussex ?"" said Txesailian. 

<^ He is in little danger from.what he has hi* 
therto taken, providing he swallow the matter of 
a beanos size of the Orvietan, every morning fast- 
iBg^—Jbut let him beware of a rdapse.^ 

^^ And how is that to be guarded against ?^ said 
TresnUan: ^ 

^^ Only by such caution as you would'use against 
the devil,^ answered Wayland. ^< Let my lord^s 
clerk of the kitchen kill his lord'^s meat himself, 
and. dress it himself, using no spice but what he 
procures from the surest hands — ^Let. the sewer 
serve it up himself, and let the master of my 
Icnrd^s housdiold see that both derk and sewer 
taste the dishes which the one dresses and the 
other serves* Let my lord use no perfumes which 
come not from well accredited persons; no un- 
4 
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gaentfik^^io^ pomades. Let him^ on no adoounit, 
drink with strangers, or eat &uit with them, eith^ 
4n the way of nooning or otherwise. Especialljv 
let him observe stidi caution, if he goes: to. Ke- 
•nilworthf^the excuse of his illness, and his behig 
tinder diet, will, and must, ooTer the iiliiMHiinm 
•of such practice.*^ 

- << And thou,'' said Tressilian, ^ what ddest 
thou think to make of thyself ?'* 

^ Franee, Spain, dikher India, East or West, 
shall be my refuge,^ said Wayland, ^< ere I ven. 
ttire my life by refilling within ken of Doboobie; 
D^netrius; or tfriiatever dse he!eaHs himsielf for 
the time*** 

<< WeU,"" said TVesals^, <^ this happens ndt 
im^portanely-- 1 had business for you in Berk- 
shire, but in the opposite extremity to fhe' place 
where thou art known ; and ere thou'hakist found 
outtiusnewreasonforliTihgjMriTate,! had'settled 
to send thee thitbar upon a secret dnlxissaga'^ > 

The artist expressed himself willing to receive 
his commands, and Tressifian, knowing he was 
well acquainted with the outline'of his luisiness at 
court, frankly explained to him the whole* meo^ 
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iaeoed tlie agreement vhidi subflbted belwixt 
Giles Goiliiig «id him^ and told what had that 
day beoi averred m the ]»e8enoe4^{imber bj Vaiv 
ney, and supported by Leioeater. 

<^ Thou mestj^ he added^ ^Hu^ in the circiun^ 
iitann[§iii irlnch I am placed, it bdborcs Hie to 
keep a narrow watch on the motioaiof theaeinfr- 
priiiripfed men^ Yaroey aikd fais.compKcei^ Fos- 
ter and Lambourne, as well ta cdt thoie-of my 
Xord Leicester hiins^lf^ who, I' sqapeat, ia 'j^artly 
a deeAwetj and not alt(%ether ihe deemed in 
ifafl^ matter. Here is my ring» as a pledge: to 
Giles Gosling-^Jiere is besides gold* wbkb dbill 
be trebled if thou serve me faithfully, Awsty 
down to Cunmor, and see what happena tfaere.^ 

^< I go with«buhle good wiU,^ seod the i^rtist^ 
<< first^'l^eoanae I serve ycnir hcmour, who has 
been so kind to me> and thesi^ that I may eaes8|>e 
lay dd masl^, whey if notan afasdoteincariMi* 
tioh of the devil, faa% at least, as much of tka 
dsemixi sfaput hnh, m will, word, and action, as 
ever poliutiad httmamty.-^Andyet let him take 
care of me« I fly Mm now, as heretofore ; but if, 
tike the Scot<A wild caittle, I i^ vexed -by fre-> 
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quent pursuit, I may turn on him in hate and des- 
peration.-^ Will your honour command my nag 
to be saddled ? I will but give the medicine to my 
lord, divided in its proper proportions, with a few 
instructions. His safety will then depend on the 
care of his friends and domestics— -for the past he 
is guarded, but let hhn beware of the future.^ 

Wayland Smith accordingly made his &rewell 
visit to the Earl of Sussex, dictated instructions 
as to his regimen, and precautions concerning his 
diet, and left Say^s Court without waiting for 
morning. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



■ ■ I The moment c 
It IS alreadj corner— when thou must write 
[ The abmhite total of thy lifie^s vwt sum. 
The coBstelladons stand victorious o'er thee. 
The planets shoot good fortone in i«sr junctions, 
And tell thee, " Now's the time.'* 

Schiller's Wallemtefnj hy Cekridgc. 

When Leicester returned to his lodging, after 
a day so important and so harassing, in which, 
after riding out more than one gale, tod touching 
on more than one shoal, his bark had finally gain- 
ed the harbour with banner displayed, he seemed 
to experience as much fatigue as a mariner after 
a perilous storm. He spoke not a word while his 
chamberlain exchanged his rich court-mantle for 
a furred night-robe, and when this officer signi- 
fied that Master Vamey desired to speak with his 
lordship, he replied only by a sullen nod. Var- 
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ney, .howeVer, entered, acbepting tlus rignal aa a 
permiaBion, and the chamberkdn unthdrew. 

The Earl remained alent and abnost motion* 
leas in his diair» his head reclined on his hand^ 
and his elbow resting upon the table which stood 
beside him, without seeming to be conscious of 
the entrance, or of the pre^noe of his confidant 
Tamey waited for some ipihutcs until he should 
^peak, desirous to know what was the finally pre* 
dominant mood of a mind, through which so many 
powerful emotions had that day taken their course. 
Sut he waited in vun, for L^cester continued 
still silent, and the confidant saw himself under 
.the necessity of being the first to speak* ^< May 
I c(»agratulate your loirdship,'' bejsaid> ^^ on the 
deserved superiority you have this day attained 
ov^ your most formidable rival ?^ 

Leicester raised his head, and answered sadly, 
.but without anger, " Thou, Varoay, whose ready 
invention has involved me in a web of most mean 
imd perilous falsehood, kpowest best what reason 
there is for gratulation oa llie subject.^ 

^^ Do you blame me, my lord,"" said Vamey, 
.** for not beCniying, on the first push, the secret 
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on w&ieh yaai fQEtaaesdejfendddy and irhioh .yoa 
have uotAkaA sb.taxtieaitfy reconuHeiidediomjf 
st£6kmping} Y«m'Jar&bip'waspre8eiitiiiper- 
soB, j^ migU; Jbame cantiadicted bu& and ruined 
^oQtseif hyvok inaowalof the trotfa ; but surelr it 
Iraft 310 .part of ^a^fkitlifol «ervaat to fainreidi»e so 
irithout your commattdB*^ 

«< I cannot demy it, Varney,* said the Earl, 
rising and walking ^icroi» the rdott ; ^' my own 
unfaitioa has been tmitor to my krre.^ 
. ^^ Say rather^ my lord, that your khpe has been 
faraitor la your gteafinesa, and barred y(m firom 
mch a prospect of honour and power aa the wcnrld 
cannot o£^ to atiy odier* To make joj honourv. 
edladya Countess, you have missed the dbande 
of being ybnrseir'-*-**- 

He paused and seem^ unwilling to ooD3|dete 
diesenteMCw 

^' Of being myse{f what r demanded Leices- 
Aer;: •* speak out (by meaning, Vamey.* 
. "Ofbangyoiirseifa J^INGjmylordi^reidl- 
ed Vamey ; ^* and King of England to boot !-^It 
is no treason to our Queen to say so. It would have 
chanced by her obtaimng that which all true sub- 
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JeoU wish fabc—^ lusty, miAe^ and gailtot hai^ 

bottd.^- -.- 

. '\f^ Thou .ilivestv; Vatney,"^ taaswer^ Liibester. 
*^ Beude&y.oiir timba }ia78;8fleii enoogh t& make 
men lasth.llie Crown Mtoimdoial which «ieii 
4ake{fibBitii&ir wivesMap; There was Bamley 
ihficofland.^' 

. :*^.fkr Mid Varney ;: " a gatt, »feol, a thticib 
sodden a^ who i»x|fered biiiiself to lie fired off 
into the air likaa it^cbet on aT^ejmeiAg'day. Had 
Mkrj had the hap to have wedded the noble Ear}, 
-oivce destioed to share ii^thcoiie, she had ekpe- 
riencedahiisbtiltMlof Afferent metal; andherhtift. 
band bad found in her a wifb as eomplybig and 
loving as the mate of the meaner squire, who 
fdlows tibe bounds a horsebaek, and hxAds her 
husband's bridle ^ be mdnnts.'' 

** It might have b^ as thou isay'*st, Vattiey,^ 
«Ad:IJetceStdr, a brief smile of seH-sktUfaction 
plussingo¥erlEfii anxious couiitenance. ^< Henry 
Dfetttitey teew)ittied[women--^with Mary, aman 
who knew fi^ vex might have bad some chance 
of hdlding his own. But not with ElifiUibetb, 
Yamejr^u^^or I think €k)d, wbeft he gave her the 
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heart of a woman, gave ber the head of a man to 
controul its follies. — ^No, I know her. — She will 
Accept love^tokens, ay, and requite them with the 
liker^put SQ^ired sonnets in her bosom«-*-ay , and 
tanswertbem too— -push gallantry to the veryverge 
where it becomes exchange of affection-*— but she 
writes nil tdtra to all which is to follow, and would 
not barter oixe iota of her own supreme power for 
all the alphabet of both Cupid and Hymen.^^ 

** The better for you, my lord,'* said Varney, 
," that is, in tfie case supposed, if such be her dis- 
.position ; ance you think you cannot aspire to be« 
.come her husband. Her favourite you are, and 
inay remain, if the lady atCumnor-Flace remmns 
in hej present obscurity^ 

•^ Ppoi? Amy V said L^cester, with a deep sigh ; 
<^ she desires so earnestly to be acknowledged in 
^resenc0 of God and m«i !'' ; 

** Ay, but, my lord,'' said Yamey, *' is her de* 
sire reasonaUe ? — that is the que«&m.-r<-Her reli- 
gious samples! are solved- — she ib an honoured and 
beloved wife — enjoying the society of her husband 
^ such timQs iui his weightier duties permit him to 
afford h/er his conipany*— -What would die more ? 
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lam right sure that a lady so gentle and so loving 
would, consent to Hvq her life through in a cer^ 
tain obscurity-p— which 18, after all, not dunmer 
than when she was at Lidcote-HaU— *rather than 
diminish the least jot of her lord'^s honours and 
greatness by a pr^nature attempt to share them/^ 

<< There is something in what thou sayV,^ 
said Leicester ; ^' and her appearance here were 
fatal«-yet she must be seen at Slenil worth, Eli^ 
zabeth will not forget that sli^ lias so appointed.^ 

^< Let me sleep on that hard point,^ said Var* 
ney ; ^> I cannot else perfect the device I have 
on the stithy, which I trust will satisfy the Queen 
and jdease my honoured lady, yet leave this fatal 
secret where it is now buried.— Hew your lord- 
ship further commands for the night f^ 
' " I would be alone," said Leicester. ** Leave 
ine, and place my steel casket on the table. — Be 
■within summims.'*^ 

Vamiey retired-*and the Earl, opening the 
window of his apartment, looked out long and 
^nxiqusly upon the brilliant host of stars which 
glimmered in the brilliance of a summer £lrma« 
ment. The words burst from him as at unawares 
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— ^ I had ipievier j^^ote befed tfatit the heftreidy 
bodies flhoajd bdnend me^ for my Mithly path 
isdarkiened aiul ooiifused.^ 

It M ^yelLJdM^mi th^t Ae age.]«}laMd a deep 
donfideoce ill the vain pivdieticlui of judidal afr» 
trdbgy, and Ldceater, thongh exempt bmtk the 
goieral Gontroul of jraperstxdon^ was not in this 
respect, superior to his time; button the odniraiy, 
wlis ireinarkable for the encduzagemdat ivhich he 
gatve to the professots i^ this pretendled sideiiee* 
Indeed, this wish to pty into fiiturity,. so general 
amoiig the huoian race of every deacrfpHon, is 
peeuliarl^ to be found amongst those who tmde 
in stete mysteries, ahd the dangerons intrigues 
ahd cabals of courts. With heedful prectotion to 
see that it had not been cqp^med^ or its Ibcks tam* 
pered with, Leicester applied a key to the steel 
eafcket, and disew from it, &»t, a* pastel of gold 
pieces, which he put into asilk purae ; thma percb- 
mtot inscribed witih phtnetajryifigns, and the lines 
laid ei^odhvtions used in fsaming hbiroscopes, on 
which he gazed intently £br a few momoits?; and^ 
Jastly, took forth a large key, which, lifting aside 
the tapestry, he applied to a htde concealed docM* 
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in the comer of the apartment, and, opening it, 
fliHrfoBed a stair constructed in the thickness of 
the waU. 

^ Alasco^^ said the Earl, with a voice raised, 
yet mo higher raised th«i to be heard b j the in- 
habitant of the small turret to which the stair craw 
ductod^^^ Alasco, I naof^ descend.^ 

^* I come, mj lord,** answered a voice from 
above. The £boi of kn aged main was heard, slowly 
descending the narrow stair, and Alasco entered 
the Earl^ apartment The astrologer was a liit^ 
tie man, and Wmed much advanced in age, for 
his beard was long and white, and readied over 
his black doublet down to his silken girdle. His 
hair was of the same venerable hue. But his eye- 
bmws were as daik as the keen and piercing black 
eyes wluch they tthaded^ and this peculiarity gave 
a wild and aingularoast to the physiogmiay of 
the old man. His cheek was still fresh and rudr 
dy, and the eyes we have mentKxaed jresemUed 
those of a rat, in aeuteness, and even fla^teness of 
^^spresmm. His manner waa not without a sont of 
dignity ^ and thftinterpteter i& the stars^ thotig^ 
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respectful, seemed altogether ait his ease, ai)d even 
^assumed a tonel of mstruetion aiid command, in 
conversing with the prime favourite of Elizabeth. > 

*^ Your prognostications have failedj Alasco,^ 
•Biud the Earl, when they had exchanged salutft- 
4ions-^" He is recovering.'^ 

" My son,'', replied the a^ologer^ "^ let'mto ri*. 
mind yoii/I warranted not bis deatfa-^ioc ia there 
any prognostication that can bederived from, the 
heavenly bodie% th^ aspects and their congun^** 
-tibns, which is not liable to be odntrouled by the || 

will of Heaven. Mtrdreguhi homines^ aed regit 
cLstra Deus.'^ 

** Of what avail, ihen, is your mystery ?" re* 
•plied the Eari. . 

<^ Of much, my sohj'' vepUed the oid man, 
^ since it can shewthe natural ancl probable course 
of events, al|:hough that coulrlie moves in siibor'- 
dination to an Higher Power. Thu^^ in rerviewi 
ing the horoscope which your Icnrddiip subjected 
to my slttll, you will observe 'that Saturn, being 
in the sixth House in opposition to Mars, retrow 
grade ii| the House of Life, cannot but d^ote 
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long and dangerous sickness, the issue whereof 
is in the will of Heaven, though death may pro^ 
bably be inferred — Yet if I knew the name of 
the party, I would erect another scheme.^ 

" His name is a secret,'" said the Earl ; ^*^yet, 
I must own, thy prognostication hath not been 
unfaithfuL He has been sick, and dangerously 
so, not however to death* But hast thou again 
cast my horoscope as Vamey directed thee, and 
art thou prepared to say what the stars tell of 
my present fortune ?^ 

^< My art stands at your command,^ said the 
old hum; ^^ and here, my son, is the map of thy 
fortunes, brilliant in aspect as ever beamed from 
those Uessed signs whereby our life is influenced, 
yet not unchequered with fears, difficulties, and 



'^ My lot were more than mortal were it other 
wise,^ said the Earl ; ^^ proceed farther, and be- 
lieve you speak with one ready to undergo laA 
destiny in action and in passion, as may beseem 
a noble of England.^ 

^' Thy courage to do and to suffer, must be 
wound up yet a striun higher,^ said the old man* 



yGoogk 



160 KENILWOBTH. 

<< The stars intimate yet a prouder title, jet an 
higher rank* It U fbr thee to guess their mtan- 
ing, not for me to name iL^ 

^' Name il^l conjure yoiH>*-4iaineit, I comnyakl 
yoa^^ 9aid the Early his eyes br^fatenii^ as he 
spoke* 

<< I may not, and I will not,^ replied the old 
man. (^ The ire of princes is as the wiaih of the 
lion. But mark, and judge fertbjraelt HeieVe^ 
nus, ascendant in the House of Lifi^and conjmnffd 
with Sol, showers down that flood of silnrer lights* 
blent with gold, which promises power, wealth, 
dignity, all that the proud Jieart of man deares^^ 
and in such abundance^ that never the futnre 
Augustus of that old and mighty Borne heard 
from his Haruspices such a tale of glorjv saHlrms^ 
this rich text my lore might read to my fivfoitfu 
itescMd.^ 

^' Thou doest but jeot with me, father,''^ said 
the £«ri, astoniajbed at the stivin of eiith|isi»$m 
in which the astrok^er dehvered his predictioBJ 

'^ Is it for him to jest who hath his eye on kea» 
Yon, who hath his foot oa the grave ?*' returned 
the old nm^ solemnly. 
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The Earl made two cwr three strides through 
the apartment, with his hand outstretched, as one 
who follows the beokcmiiig signal of some phan- 
tom^ waving him on to deeds of high import. As 
he turned, however, he caught the eye of the as- 
trologer fixed on him, while an obs^ringgiance 
of the most shrewd penetration shot from under 
the penthouse of his shaggy white eye4irows. 
Leicester's haughty and suspicious soul at once 
caught fire ; he darted towards the old man from 
the further end of the lofty apartment, only stand- 
ing still when his extended hand was within a £bot 
of the astrologer's body. 

" Wretch r he said, " if you dare to palter 
with me, I will have your skin stripped from your 
living flesh {—Confess thou hast been hired to de- 
ceive and to betray me-^that thou art a ^heaty 
and I thy silly prey and booty P ' 

The old man exhibited some symptoms of emo-* 
tion, but not more than the furious' deportment 
of his patron might have extorted from innooence 
itself. ; 

^^ What meimft thi» violence, my loed ?^ b^an- 

VOL. II. Is 
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swered^ " or in what can I have deserved it at 
j^urhand?^ 

^< Give me proof,^ sttd the Earl, vehemently^ 
^ that you have not tampei^ with mine ene- 
mies." 

• " My lord,'' replied the fM mtoi, with dignity, 
** you- can have no better proof than that which 
you yourself elected. In that turret I have spent 
the last twenty-four hours, under the key which 
has been in your own custody. The hoiirs of dark- 
nesa I have spent in gazing on the heavenly bo- 
dies with these dim eyes, and during those of light 
I have toiled this aged brain to complete the cal- 
culation arising from their combinations. Earth- 
ly food I have not tasted^— earthly voice I have 
not hearA— You are yourself aware I had no 
means of doing so«-and yet I tell you— *I who 
have been thus shut up in solitude and study-^ 
that within these twenty-four hours your star has 
become predominant in the horizon, and rither 
die bright book of heaven speaks false, or there 
must have been a proportionate revolution in your 
fortunes upon earth. If nothing has happened 
within that space tosecufeyour power, or advance 
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your favour, then am I indeed a cheat, and the 
£vine art, whicb was-£r8t devised in the ptaina of 
Chaldsea, is a foul imposture.^ 

^< It is tnie,^ said Ldcester, after a moment't 
reflection, *' thou wert closely immured«*<And it 
is also true that the change has taken place in my 
satitadan whidi thou sayest the horoseope indi# 
cates*'' 

' << Wherefore this distnist then, my son,^ said 
the astrologer,, assuming a tone of admonition ; 
'^ the celestial intelligences brook notdiflldence, 
even in their favourites.** 

'^Peace, father,** answered Leicester, ^* I erredk 
Not to mortal man, nor to celestial intelligence 
— >under that which is Supremer-will Dudlcy*8 
hps say more in condescension or apdogy. Speak 
rather to the present purpose-^Amid these bright 
promises thou hast said there was a threatening 
aspect — Can thy skill tell whence, or by whose 
means, such dai^rer seems to impend ?** 

<< Thus far only,** answered the astrologer, 
^' does my art enable me to answer your query. 
The inf<»rtune is threatened by the malignant and 
adverse aspect, through means of a youth ;^ » a p rf > 
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as I tUnk, a riyal ; but whether in love or in 
prince'^s favour, I know not ; nor can I give far* 
ther indication respecting him, save that he comes 
from the western quarter.^ 

** The western— ha !^ replied Leicester, ** it is 
enoi^h — the tempest does indeed brew in that 
quarter !— -Cornwall and Devon-— Balagh and 
Tressilian— one of them is indicated — I must be- 
ware of both.— -Father, if I have done thy skill 
injustice, I will 'make thee a lordly recompense.^ 

He took a purse of gold from the strong cas- 
ket which stood before him— ^^ Have thou double 
the recompense which Vamey promised, -^Be 
faithful— be seereU-obey the directions thou shalt 
r^odivefrommy master of the horse, and grudge 
not a little seclusion or restraint in my cause — it 
shall be richly considered.*— Here, Vamey— con- 
duct this venerable man to thine own lodj^g— 
tend him beedfully in all things, but see that he 
holds communication with no one^"^ 

Varqey bowedf and the astrologer kissed the 
EarPs himd in token of adieu, and followed the 
master c^the horse to another apartment, in which 
were placed, wine and refreshments for his use. . 
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The astrologer sat down to his repast, while 
Vamey shut two doors with great precaution, exa^ 
mined the tapestry, kst any listener lurked behind 
it ; and then sitting down opposite to the sage^ 
began to question him. 

'^ Saw you my signal from the court beneath ?^ 

^< I did,^ said Alascoj for by such name he was 
at present called, ^^ and shaped the horoscope 
accordingly.^ 

** And it passed upon the patron without chal* 
lenge?^ continued Vamey. 

'* Not without chaHenge^*" replied the old man, 
^< but it did pass ; and I added, as before agreed, 
danger from a discovered secret, and a western 
youth.** 

'* My lord*s fear will stand sponsor to the one, 
and his conscience to the other, of these prog- 
nostications,** replied Vamey. ** Sure never man 
chose to run such a race as his, yet continued to 
retain those silly scruples ! I am fain to cheat him 
to his own profit. But touching your matters, 
sage interpreter of tlie stars, I can tell you more 
of your own fortune than plan or figure can shew. 
You must begone from hence forthwith.** 
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*♦ I Witt toot,'* said Alasco, peevishly. ** I- have 
been too much hurried up and down of late— ^im- 
mured for day and night in a desolate turret-' 
chamber— -I must enjoy my liberty, and pursue 
my studies, which are of more import than the 
fate of fifty statesmen, and favourites, that rise 
aiid burst like bubbles in the atmosphere of a 
court.'* f •'- 

"At your pleasure," said Vamey, with a sneer 
that habit had rendered familiar to his features, 
and which forms the principal characteristic which 
Pinters have assigned to that of Satian*^" Atybur 
pleasure,^ be said, *' you may enjoy your liber- 
ty, and your studies, until the daggers of Siissek'^ij 
followers are clashing within your doublet, and 
agaitist your ribs.'* The old man turned pale, and 
Vkrney int)ceeded. "Wot yoii hot he hath offef- 
M. a reward for the arch-quack and poison-vehder,- 
Demetrius, who sold certmri preciousspic'es tbhi^ 
Idrdshi|)*scOok P-^What! tumyou pale, oldfrieiid? 
Does Hali already seie anahfortune in the House 
of Life ?~Why, heark thee, we will have thee 
down to ah old house of minie in the country, wherfe 
thou sbalt live with a hob-nailed slave, whom thy 
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alchemy may convert into ducats^ for to such coik 
▼endon alone is thy art serviceable^. 

^* It is false, thou foul-mMSuthed railer^^ said 
AlascOj shaking with impotent anger; ^< it is well 
known that I have approached more nearly to 
projection than any hermetic artist who now lives. 
There are hot six chemists ia the world who pos- 
sess so near an approximation to the ^rand area* 
num* ^- M l . ■ ' ' i 

** Comity eome,^ said Vamey, interrupting hkn; 
<< what mbans this^ in the name of heaven ? ^Dci 
we not know .one another ? I believe thee to be 
so perfect,-^8o very' perfect, inl the mysttery-of 
cheating, that,.havingimposed upon all mankiiM^ 
thou hast at length, in some measure, imposed 
upon thyself ; and without ceasing todupeothers, 
hast become a species of dupe to thine own itna« 
gination. Blush not for it, man — ^thou art leam« 
ed, and shalt have classical comfort : 

^ Ne quisquam Ajacem possit superare nisi ^ax. 

No onp but thyself could have gulled thee — ^and 
thou hast gulled the whole brotherhood of the 
Rosy Cross beside-«-nq^0 so deep in the mystery 
as thou. But heark thee in thine ear ;-«4iad the 
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seasonuig which spiced Sussex'^s broth wrought 
more surely, I would have thought better of the 
chemical science thou dost boast so highly.*^ 

**• Thou art an hardened viUain, Varney,^ re- 
plied Alasco ; ^^ many will do those things, who 
dare not speak of them.*^ 

<< And many speak of th»n, who dare not do 
them,^ answered Vamey ; ** but be not wroth— 
I will not quarrel with thee — ^if I did, I were 
fam to live on ^gs for a moiith, that I might 
feed without fear. Tell me at once, how came 
thine art to fail thee at this great emergency ?^ 

*• The Earl of Sussex's horoscope intimates,^ 
replied the astrologer, ** that the sign of the as- 
cendant being in combustion^— «^ 

** Away with your gibberish," replied Vamey ; 
<< tfaink'st thou it is the patron thou speak'st 
withr 

" I crave your pardon,'* replied the old man, 
** and swear to you, I know but one medicine that 
could have saved the EarPs life ; and as no man 
living in England knows that antidote save my- 
self,— ^moreover, as the ingredients, one of them 
in particular,.are scarce possible to be come by, I 
must needs suppose his escape was owing to such 
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a oonstitutimi of lungs aod.idtal pHrts, as was 
never before bound up in a body ctf clay»^ 

*^ There ^as some talk <^ a quack who waited 
on him,^ saad Varney , after a momaoit^s reflection* 
^^ Are you sure there is no one in England who 
has this secret of thine f"^ 
• ^* One man there was,^ said the doctor, ^< once 
my servant, who might have stolen this of me, 
with one or two other secrets of art But cont^t 
you. Master Vaniey, it is no part of my poUcy to 
siiffSer such interlopers to interfere in my trade. 
He pries into no mysteries mord, I wiirrant you ; 
for, as I well believe, he hath been wafted to hea- 
ven on the wing of a fiery dragon— Peace be with 
hinu— -But in this retreat of mine, shall I have the 
use of mine elaboratory ?^ 

^' Of a whole workshop, man,^ said Vamey ; 
^^ for a reverend father Abbot, who was fain to 
^ve place to bluff King Hall, and some of his 
courtiers, a score of years since, had a chemises 
complete apparatus, which he was fain to leave 
bdiind him to his successors. Thou shalt there 
occupy, and melt, and puff, and blaze, and mul- 
tijdy, until the Green Dragon become a golden- 
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gooBe, or whsLtevet the newer plnrase of 4he Imn>« 
therhood may testify.^ 

^ Thou art right. Master Vwmey^^ said the al- 
diembt, setting his teeth close, and grindingthem 
together— -*' thou art right even in thy very .oon-^ 
tempt of right and reason. For what thou sayest 
in mockery, may in sober verity chance to happen 
ere we meet again. If the most venerable sages 
ei andentdays have spoken the truth-<«4f.'tbe 
most leittiied of our ownhav^ rightly reoavedit^ 
if I have be^ accepted whsMsoever I ttavelledia 
Germany, in Poland, m Itaty, and in the fiirthcr 
Taitary, as one to whcto nature has unveiled her 
darkest secretcH^ I have acquired the meat :se^ 
cret signs and pass-words of the Jewish Cdbala, 
so that the greyest beard in die sjmsgogue would 
brush the steps to make them dean for me-^if 
1^ this is so, and if there remains but one step^^ 
one little step-^betwixt my long, deep, and dadc 
and subitertan^to progress, and that blaze of light 
which shall gdiew Nature watching her richest and . 
her most gl6rious ptoducti^Mis in the vary »adle 
— ^lie st^ betwixt d^)endence and the power of 
sovereignty— one step betwixt poverty and saqh 
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a suni of wealth as eardi, without that noble se^ 
cret, cannot minister from idl her mines in the oM 
or this new-found world--if this be all so, is it 
not reasonable that to this I dedicate my future 
life, secure, for a brief period of studi6uspati<ehce; 
to ris^ above the mean dep«^ndence upoA favour* 
ites, and their favourites, by which I am now en- 
thraUedr 

** Now, bravo ! bravo ! my good father,^ said 
Vamey,^with the usual Sardonic' expression of 
ridicule on his countenance ; " yet all this approxi^^ 
mation to the philosopher's stone, wringeth hot 
6ne singlecrowh outbf my Lord Leicester's pouch, 
and far less out of Richard Vamey's — We must 
have earthly and substantial services, man, and 
care not whom else thou canst delude with thy 
philosophical charlatanerie.^ 

" My son Varney,'' said the alchemist, "the 
unbelief, gathered around thee like a frost-fog, 
hath dimmed thine acute perception to that which 
is a stumbling block to the wise, and which yet, 
to him who seeketh knowledge with humility, ex- 
tends a lesson so clear, that he who runs may read* 
Hath not Art, think'st thou, the means of com- 
pleting Nature's imperfect concoctions in her at- 
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tempts to form the precious metals, even as by art 
we can pierfect those other operations, of incubar 
tion, distillation, fermentation, and dmilar pror 
cesses of an ordinary description, by which w^ 
extract life itself out of a senseless egg, summon 
purity and vitality out of muddy dregs, or call 
into vivacity the inert substance of a sluggish 
liquid P'' ' 

" I have heard all this before,'' ssdd Vamey ; 
' ^' and my heart is proof agsdnst such cant ever 
since I sent twenty good gold pieces, (marry it 
was in the nonage of my wit,) to advance the 
grand magisterium, which all, God help the while, 
vanished injumo. Since that moment, when I 
paid for my freedom, I defy chemistry, astrology, 
palmistry, and every other occult art, were it as 
secret as hell itself, to unloose the stricture of my 
purse-strings. Marry, I neither defy the manna 
of Saint Nicholas, nor can I dispense with it* 
Thy first task must be to prepare some when 
thou getst down to my little sequestrated retreat 
yonder, and then make as much gold as thou 
wilt" 

*< I will make no more of that dose,'* said the 
Alchemist^ resolutely. 
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<^ Then,^ said the master of the horse^ ^< thou 
shalt l)e hanged for what thoa hast made already, 
and so were the great secret for ever lost to man- 
kind«-»-Do not humanity this injustice, good fa- 
ther, but e^en bend to thy destiny, and make us 
an ounce or two of this same stuff, which cannot 
jnrejudioe above one or two individufds, in'(Mrder 
to gain life-time to discover the universal me- 
dicine, which shall dear away all mortal diseases 
at once. But cheer, up, thou grave, learned, and 
most melancholy jackanape ! Hast thou not told 
me, that a moderate portion ctf thy drug hath 
mild effects, no ways dangerous to the human 
frame, but whidi produce depression of sjnrits, 
nausea, headache, an unwillingness to change of 
place— even such a state of temper as would keep 
a bird from flying out of a cage, were the door left 
open?** 

'^ I have said so, and it is true,*" siaid the al* 
chemist ; << this effect will it produce, and the Inrd 
who partakes ofit in such propc»rtion, shall sit for 
a season drooping on her perch, without thinking 
either of the free blue sky, or of the fair green- 
wood, though the one be lighted by the rays of 
s 
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die rising sub, and the other ringing with die 
newly awakened song.of dH the feathered inh»- 
hitasts^ of die fiMrest.^ 

'< And tUit withoBt duiger to life 1^ said Yar- 
ney, tomewhat anxioaslj. . 

^' Ay, aothatpropardon and measure be not 
^^xeeeded ; and so that one who knows the nalfise 
of the manna beever near to watchtfae symptoms^ 
and succom in case of need.^ 

^ 1%ou shalt Yegukte die whole,'' said Vaxpcy ; 
^< thy rewavd shall be princdy, if thou keep'st 
tfane and touch, and exoeedest not the due pr». 
portion to die prejudice of her healths— odierwise 
thy punishment shall be as signal.'' 

<< The prejudice of A^r health i" repeated Aks- 
co ; ^^ it is, then, a woman I am to use my skill 
upon?" 

" No, thou fool," replied Vamey, " said I not 
it was a bird — a recliumed linnet, whose pipe 
might soodi a hawk when in oud stoop P-^-I see 
thine eye sparkle, and I know thy beard is not 
altogether so white as art has made it-<-^&a^, at 
least, thou hast been able to transmute to diver. 
But mark me, this is no mate for thee. This 
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eaged \nrd is dear to one who Inropkft no rivafafy, 
andfar less sudi riraby as :tlitiie^ and her health 
must over all things be cared for. But she is in 
the case of being commanded down to yonder 
Kenil worth revels ; and. it is .most expedient-^ 
most needful— -most necessary, that she fly not 
thither. Of these necessities and their causes, it 
is not needful that: she should know aught, and 
it b to be thought that her own wish may lead 
her to combat all ordinary reasons which can be 
urged for her remaining a house-keeper.^ 
. ^^ That is but natural,^ said the alchemist with 
a strange smile, which yet bore a greater r^renee 
to the human diaracier, than the uninterested and 
abstracted gaze which his physiognomy had hi- 
therto expressed, where all seemed to refar to 
some world distant from that which was existing 
around him. 

" It IS so," answered Vamey ; *' you under- 
stand women well, though it may have been long 
^ac€f you were conyersant amongst them.-»WeU 
then, she is not to be contradicted — ^yet she is 
not to be humoured. Understand me— a slight 
illness, sufficient to take away the deabre of remo- 
ving from thence, and to make such <^your wise 
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fraternity as may be called in to md, recommrad 
a quiet residence at home, will, in cme word, be 
esteemed good service, and remunerated as such.^ 

'^ I am not to be asked to affect the House of 
Life ?^ said the chemist. 

** On the contrary, we will have thee hanged- 
if thou doest,"* replied Vamey. 

<^ And I must^^ added Alasco, ^< have oppor- 
tunity to do my turn, and all facilities for comceaL- 
ment or escape, should there be detection P^ 

^^ All, all, and evay thing, thou infidel in nil 
but the impossibilities 6f alohemy--^Why, man, 
for what dost thou take me P^ 

The old man rose, and taking a light, walked 
towards the end of the apartment, where was a 
door that led to the small sleeping room destined 
for his reception duiing that night-^At the door 
he turned round, and slowly repeated Varney^s 
question ere he answered it '^ For what do I take 
thee, Bichard Vamey P — Why, for a worse devil 
than I have been myself. But I am in your toils, 
and I must serve you till my term be out.^ 

" Well, well," answered Vamey hastily, " be 
stirring with grey light. It may be we shall not 
need thy medicine— Do nought till I myself come 
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down-^Michael Lambourne shall guide you to 
the place of your destiiiaticm.^ 

When Varney heard the adepf s door shut and 
carefully bolted withm, he stepped towards it, 
and with similar precaution carefully locked it 
on the outnde> and took the key from the lock, 
muttering to himself, '^ Worse than ikee, thou 
poisoning quack-salver and witch-monger, who, 
if thou art not a bounden slave to the devil, it is 
<mly because he disdains such an apprentice ! I 
am a mortal man, and seek by mortal means the ' 
gratification of my passions, and advancement of 
my prospects— Thou art a vassal of hell itself.— 
So ho, Lambourne !^ he called at another ddor, 
and Michael made his appearance, with a flushed 
cheek and an unsteady step. 

** Thou art drunk, thou villain r said Vamey 
to him. 

^^ Doubtless, noble sir,^ replied the unabadied 
Michael, ^^ we have been drinking all even to the 
glories of the day, and to my noble Lord of Ldces* 
ter, and his valiant master of the horse.-— JDrunk ! 
odds blades and poniards, he that would refuse to 
swallow a dozen healths on such an evening, is a 
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baoe besognio^ and a puckfist, and ahall swallaw' 
six inches of my dagger T 

' ^< Hark ye, seoundrel,*^ said Vamey^ " be so- 
ber on the ini^jmi-*"! commaiid thee. I knoir i 
thou canst throw off thy drunken tcSly, like a • 
fooTs coat, at pkasure ; imd if nqt, it were the ' 
WDCse fcHT thee.^^ 

Laoahoume drooped hia head, 1^ the apart- 
ment, and r^umed in two or three )siinutefl.witih> 
his face composed, his hair adjusted, his dress in - 
(»der, and exhibiting as great a difference fromfaos. 
former mM as if the whole man had been changed.. 

^^ Art thou sober now, and doest thou compre^ 
himd me ?^ said Vamey, sternly. 

Lamboume bowed in acquiescence. 

'^ Thou must presently down to Cumnor Hiioe ' 
mth the reverend man of art, who sleeps y ondter 
in the little vaulted chamber. Here is the key, 
tlkaidioumay'^ call him by times. Take another 
trusty fellow with you. Usehim well entbe jour-, 
ney, but let him not escape yoti^*-i»Btoi him tf he* 
attempt it, and I will be your wanai^. I will : 
ghre thee letters to Foster. The doetot is tooe« ^ 

cupy the lower apartments of the eastern quad- 
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attd itaHnplsioHitSbf-^^He is ta have bd acoBftsito 
the lady but such as I shall paint eaA^^^^esAy she) 
ma J be amused to see his pMlosopincai jugqglety. 
ThoQ wik airaot at Cmnaot Place my&vtbeir orh 
dew; »hd',as theu Smst, beware of tfaeale-bcdbdt 
and the aqua-^itseriask Each brealii dsflrwn^iar. 
Cutimor Place must be kept aevidred from eoBi- 
mim^ain^ 

** Enough, my Ibfd-^I mean my wombipful 
mflstei>*HM)oivItiust, tdibe my wonliiffal knight* 
lymai^. You have git«n me niy lesson and m]r 
lioeme;**— I Wffi exeeiite the otie^ andnoiabuae Urn 
oAerr i wHl be in t^ saddie:by day-bteikJ* ^ 

** Do 90^ and deserve faT«)uc;»**«StiErj^-«->ere diow 
goest.fiil; me a eiq) of wisie^-not out of that flask, 
stnBby^'^^>aB Lambourne waa^ pouring out fi^oitt 
that which Aiascabad ls& half finished, ^ fetch 
me w firesb one.'" 

LanodboiQiiie obeyed, and Varney, after rinmg 
faifrnioBtk with- the fiquoT, dpank a fiaU cup,, audi 
saidy m he took up a lamp to-retveat to hi» sieeph 
ing apartment, '^ It is strange — I am as little the 
slave of fancy as any one, yet I never speak for a 
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few minuteswith this fellow Alasco, but my mouth 
and lungs feel as if soiled with the fumes of caU 
dned arsenic — ^pah V* 

So saying, he left the apartment Lamboume- 
lingered, to drink a cup of the freshly opened' 
flask. << It is from Saiht-JohnVBerg,^ he said, , 
as he paused on the draught to enjoy its flavjour,.. 
<< and has the traa relish of the violet. But L 
must forbear it now, that I may one day drink it; 
at my own pleasure.^ And he quaffed a goblet 
of water to quench the fumes of the Bhenish wine, ' 
retired slowly towards the door, made a pause, 
and then, finding the temptation irresistible, walk- 
ed hastily back, and took another long pull at the ; 
wine flask, without the formality of a cup. 

^^ Were it not for this accursed custom,^ he 
said, '^ I might dimb as high as Vamey himselfl 
But who can climb, when the room turns round: 
with him like a parish-top ? I would the distance 
were greater, or the road rougher, betwixt my 
hand and mouth !-— But I wHl drink nothing to- : 
morrow, save water-«-nothing save fair water.^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PittoL And Udingi do I bring, and lucky jojrg, 
And happy news of price. 
FaltU^, I prythee now ddiTer them like to men of this worid» 
PUtoL A foutra for the world, and wcildlings base ! 
* J speak of Afiica, and golden joys. 

Henry IF. Pari ^, 

The public room of the Kack Bear at €Sum- 
oor, to which the scene of our story now returns, 
boasted^ aa the evening which we treat of, no or-* 
tltnary assemblage of guests. There had been a 
fair in the neighbourhood, and the cutting mer- 
icer of Almigclon, with some of the other person-, 
ages whom the reader has already been made ac- 
quiunted with, as friadds and customers of Giles 
Gosling, had already formed dieir wonted drde 
around the evening fire, and were talking over 
the news of the day. 

A lively, bustling, arch fdlow, whose pack and 
oaken dlnwand^ studded duly with brass pcunts, 
4epoted him to be of Autojycua^s profession, oc- 
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cupied a good deal of the attention, and furnished 
much of the amusement, of the eyening. The ped- 
lars of these days, it must be remembered, were 
men of far greater importance than the di^narate 
and degraded hawkecs of our modem times. It 
was by means of these peripatetic venders that the 
country-trade, in the finer nuiQufactuceB uaed in 
female dress particularly, was almost entirely car- 
ried on ; and if a merebaat of this descriplion 
mrived at the dignity of trayelling with a pack- 
•horse, he was a person of no imail coneequenoe, 
4aid company for the most sdbaUntial yeonuoi or 
SVadkfin whom he ought meet in hb wanderings. 
The pedlar of whom we spedk bore, aocorda^- 
iy, an dtdwe and murebuked share in the mcni- 
raent jto winch the rafters cxf the bonny BlodL 
Bear of Camnor resounded* He had his smik 
with pretty Mkti«6S Cieely, his broad laugh 
with mine host, and his jest upon dashmg Mas- 
ter Qoldthred, who, though indeed without any 
such benevolent intention on his own part, was 
the gmexal butt of the evening* Ttie pedkr and 
ho wi9re closely engaged in a dispute upon the 
prelorciice due to the Spanish nether stock over 
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tlte black Qaaooigneliode, and ndnefaost had just 
wink^ to the guests aroond him, as who diould 
say, ^^ You will have mirth presentlj, my mitBh 
ters,^ when the trampling of horses was heard in 
the court-yard, and the hostler was loudly sum* 
moned, with a few of the newest oaths th^i in 
vague to add force to the iitvocation. Out tun^- 
bkd Wai Hosder, John Tapster, and all the 
mflitia ol the inn, who had dunk from their posts 
m ord^ to collect some scattcored crumbs of the 
mirth whidh was flying about among the customii. 
ers» Out into the yard sallied my host himsdf 
also, to do jetting salutation to his new guests; and 
presently returned, udi^ing into the apartment 
his own worthy nephew, Michael Lamboume, 
pretty tcderaUy drunk, and having under his es- 
cort the astrologer. Alasco, thoujgfa still a little 
old man, had, by altering his gown to a ridibg- 
dress, trimming his beard and eye-brows^ and s6 
forth, struck at least a score of years from his iqp^ 
parent age, and might now seem an acdve man of 
nxty, or little upwards. He appeared at present 
exceedingly anxious, and had insisted much with 
Lamboume that they ^lould not enter ds^ imi. 
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but go fttiaight forward to the place of their des* 
tmation* But Lamboome would not be controuL 
ed. ^^ By Cancer and Capricx>m,^ he vodfera^ 
ted, << and the whole heavenly host — beades all 
the stars I saw in the southern he&r&asy to which 
these northern blinkers are but fartlung candles^ 
I will be unkindly for no one^s humour<*I will 
stay and salute my worthy unde here. — Chesu ! 
that good blood diould ever be forgotten betwixl 
friends !-— A gallon of your best, unele, and letit 
go round to the health of the noble Earl of Lei* 
cester !— -What ! Shall we not collogue together^ 
and warm the cockles of our ancient kindp^iK) ?— ir 
Shall we not collogue, I say ?"* 

<< With all my heart, kinsman,^ said mine hoit» 
who obviously wished to be rid of him ; *^ but 
are you to stand shot to all this good liquor ?^ 

This is a question has quelled many a jovial 
iop&tp but it moved not the purpose of Lam- 
bourne's soul. ^^ Question my means, nuncle ?" he 
aaid, producing a handful of mixed gold and sil* 
ver pieces ; ^^ question Mexico and Peru-— ques* 
tion |be Queen's exdiequer — God save her Mar 
J€Sty i"?^She is jny good tor4'» gpod mistress^"" 
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' *< WeU, kinsmaD,^ said mine host, ^^ it is my 
bunness to Bell wine to those who can buy it — So^ 
Jack Tapster, do me thine office. — But I would 
I knew how to come by money as lightly as thou 
doest, Mike."" 

" Why, unde,** said Lambourne, " I will tell 
thee a secret—- Dost see this little old fellow here ? 
as (Jd and withered a chip as ever the devil put 
into his ponidge--and yet, uncle^ between you 
and me—he hath Potosi in that brain of his-— 
^Sblood I he' can coin ducats faster than I can 
..vent oaths.^ 

^^ I will have none of his coinage immy purse 
though, Michael,** said mine host; ^^ I know what 
beloBgit to falsifying the Queen^« jpain**^ 

<< Thou ait an ass, uncle, for as dd as thou 
:art— PuU me not by the skirts, doctor, thou art 
an ass thyself to boot— *so, bdng both asses, I tell 
ye I spoke but metaphorically.'*^ 

<< Are you mad ?^ said the old man ; *^ is the 
tdevil in you ?— can you not let us begone with* 
out drawing all men^s eyes on us P^ 

^< Say^st thou ?^ said Lambourne ; *^ Thou art 
4?Q^yed now— QO mim ahall see you an I ^ve 
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ihe word.— »By heavens, masters, an any one dare 
to look OB this old gentleman, I mil slash Ae eyes 
out of his head with my poniard^^So sit down, old 
friend, and be merry«-^hese are mine andent in- 
mates, and will betray no man."" 

"Had you not better withdraw to a private 
apartment, nephew,** said Giles Gosling ; •* you 
speak strange matter,^ he added, " and there be 
intelligences 6very where.** 

" I care not for them,** said the magnanknous 
Michael— ^^^ intelligencers, pshaw !— «I iserve the 
noble Earl of Leicester— Here comes thewind^^ 
Fill tound, Master Skink^sr, a carouse to the 
health of the flower of England, the noble Earl 
of Leicester ! I say, the noble Earl of Leicest^l 
He that does me not reason is a swine of SuiS^ex, 
and ril make him kneel to the pledge, ii^ I should 
cut his hams and smoke diem ^ bacon.^ 

None disputed a pledge given under such foi*. 
imdable penalties ; atid MichaelLamboimie,whose 
drunken humour was not of course diminished by 
this new potatioli, went on in the same wild way, 
l-e<iewing hiii acquaintance with such of the guests 
as he h^ formerly known, and expenesuHng a re- 
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loep&aa m wUdi there wasii0«rBoiiiethingcxf de- 
^ereBce^miDgledwithagooddealof&ar; for the 
leastsBrvitor of the £KTOurUe Barl^ espedially sudi 
a mmi as Lamboume^ ^wnas, for very saffieient rea- 
'0oin^ an object both of the one and of the other. 
' In the meanidiUe^ the old man, seeing bi&guide 
in this tincontroulable humour, ceased to ireflion- 
strate widi him, and sitting doum in the most ob- 
bcure comer of the room, called for a small mea- 
sure of sack, ovCTwhidihe seemed, as it were, to 
slinnber, withdrannng himsdf as much as posable 
fitmi general observation, and doing nothing which 
could recal his existence to the recollection oB his 
fellow»traveller, who by this time had got Hita 
dose intimacy with his ancient comrade, 6old» 
thred of Abingdon. > 

; ^^ Never believe me, bully Mike,'^ said the mer- 
cer, <' if I am not as glad to see thee as ever I was 
to see a custbmer^money !-^Why, thou oanat give 
iafriendaslyplaoeatamaskor arevelnow, Mike; 
ay, or, I warrant thee, thou canst say in my Icrd'^s 
ear, when my honourable lord is down in these 
parts, and wants^ a Spanish ruff or the lik^-^bou 
canst say in his ear, there is mine old friend, young 
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Lawrence Gk>ldthred of Abrngdon, has as good 
wares, lawn, tifiany, cambric, and so forth^— ay^, 
and is as pretty a piece of man'^s flesh too as is in 
.Berkshire, and will rufSe it for your lordship with 
any man of his inches ; and thou may^st say ^ - ' 

<^ I can say a hundred damned lies besides, 
mercer,^ answered Lamboume; ^' what, cme must 
not stand upon a good word for a friend !"* 

<' Here is .to thee, Mike, with all my heort,^ 
jS(ud the mercer; ^^ and thou canst tell one the rea-i 
lity of the new jEashions too-— Here was a rogue 
pedlar biit now, was crying up the old-fashioned 
Spanish nether stock over the Gascoigne hose, al* 
though thou seest how well the French hose set 
off the leg and knee, being adorned with partis 
coloured garters and garniture in conformity.^ 

" Excellent, excellent,'' replied Lamboume ; 
** why, thy limber bit of a thigh, thrust through 
ihat bunch of slashed buckram and tiffany, shews 
like a housewife's distaff, when the flax is half 
-spun off." 

^< Said I not so ?" said the mercer, whose shal-< 
low brain was now overflowed in his turn ; ^* where 
then, where be this rascal pedlar?—- there was a 
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pedlar here but now, methinks— Mine host, where 
the fonl fiend is this pedlar ?** 

^^ Where wise men should be. Master Gold'* 
thred,^ repfied Giles Gosling ; <^ even shut up in 
his private chamber, telling oyer the sales of to- 
day, and preparing for the custom of to-morrow."^ 

*^ Hang him, a mechanical chuff,^ said the mer- 
cer ; ^^ but for shame, it were a good deed to ease 
him of his wares,— a set of peddling knaves, who 
stroll tbrough the land, and hurt the established 
trader^ There are good fellows in Berkshire jet^ 
mine" host— your pedUuf may be met withal oh 
Maiden Castle.^ 

** Ay," replied mme host, laughing, ** and he 
who meets him may meet his match— the pedlar 
is a tall man."^ 

" Is he ?*• said Goldthred. 

** Is he ?" replied the host ; ** ay, by cock and 
pye is he— the very pedlar he who raddled Ro- 
bin Hood so tightly, as the song says,-^- 

' Now Robin Hood drew his sword so good. 

The pedlar drew his brand. 
And he hath raddled him, Robin Hood, 

Till he ndther could see nor stand.' " 
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<^ Hang Iiiin^ foul scroyle, let him psss^^ staA- 
the mercer ; <' if he.be sueh a. anei there yr&B^ 
smaU wordiip tafaeivon iipotthra[i.p*<-AsidBQW tell 
me^ Mike^— 117 honest Mike, how weara the HoU 
kods yott won of me ?^ 

<* Wlqr, ireli, as you may aee, Master Gold?, 
tfaeed^'^ aosvered Mike ^ ^ I wiU bealmp a pot <m 
diee iaar the handaeL^-^Fifl the flaggon. Master-^ 
TapBtWi** 

<^ Thm wik liin no mfice Hollands, I t]Ntok» Oft . 
sudtm^^r, friend Mike^T fmA.iil»wtmc^i^'fm^ 
the sulky svain> Tony Foster, laUs al. dalee dl 
to nought, and swears you shall ne^er darken his 
doors i^mn^ for that your oaths are enough to 
Uow the roof off a Christian man^s dweUiogJ' 

'^ Doth he say so, the mincing hypoeritical mw 
ser f^ vociferated Laibbenme ;-*" Why then he 
shaU oome down and receive my commands here, 
this blessed night, und^r my uneleV roof ! And 
I will ring him such a black sanctus, that be shall, 
think the devil hath him by the skirts for a month 
to come, for barely hearing me." 

** Nay, now the pottle-pot is uppermost^^ with 
a witness,"" said the m^aer. <^ Tony Foater obey 
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thy whktle !•— Alas ! good Mike, go sleep«--go 



<< I tell thee what, thou thiu^aoed gull,'^ said 
Michael LaEabourne, in high chafe, ^* I will wi^r 
thee fifty angels against the first five shelyes: of 
thy shop, nuiobering upward from the M^e Kght^ 
with all that is on them, that I make Tony Tot^ 
ter come down to this public house, before we 
have finished three rounds.^ 

'* I will lay no bet to that amount,^ said the 
mercer, something sobered by an offer which in»« 
timated rather too private a knowledge, on Lam- 
bourne^s pisurt, of the secret recesses of his shop,* 
" I will lay no such wager,'' he said ; " but I will 
stake five angels against thy five^ if thou wilt^- 
ihat Tony Foster will not leave his own roof, or 
come to ale4iouse after prayer time, for tbee,^ or» 
any man." 

'< Content,'' said Lambourne.*^^^ Here, unde^ 
hdid stakes, and let one of your young bleed-bar- 
rels thare— -one of your infemt tapsters^ trip pre- 
sently up to The Place, and give this letter to 
Master Foster, and say that I, his ingle Michael 
Lambourne, pray to s^ak with him at mine 
uncle's castle here, upon business of grave im- 
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port.-7-Away with thee, child, for it is now sun 
down, and the wretch goeth to bed with the birds, 
to save mutton-suet — ^faugh T 

Shortly after thik messen^r was dispatehed-^^ 
an interval which was spent in drinking and buC. 
foonery, — ^he returned with the answer, that Mas- 
ter Foster was coining presently. 

<^ Won, won T said Lamboume, darting on. 
the stake. 

'* Not till he comes, if you please,'' said the 
mercer, interfering. 

** Why, 'sblood, he is at the threshold," re-^ 
plied Michael — ^^ What said he, boy ?" 

*^ If it please your worship,'' answered the mes- 
senger, *^ he looked oat of window, with a mus* 
quetoon in his hand, and when I delivered your 
errand, which I did with fear and trembling, he 
said, with a vinegar aspect, that your worship 
might be gone to the infernal re^ons." 

** Or to hell, I suppose," said Lamboume— 
^< it is there he disposes of all that are not of the 
congregation." 

" Even so," said the boy ; " I used the other 
phrase, as bang the more poetical." 



yGoogk 



KENItWORTK. 19$ 

'^ An ii^eaious youtb)^ e^d Michael ; ^^ fh^t 
have a drop tp whet thy ppfetical whis4e;^Ai>4 
what .9^d J^QSter next ?^^ 

^^ He caUejd me b^^k,"^ ^^^^ered the hoy^ ^^ aad 
bid iqe .say, ypu .XQi^t co^^ to hiQi^ if you h^d 

*< A9¥l vv^hat A^ P"" .s§id il^mbourne. 

^< He read the letter, and seeing jua .9 flua^r^ 
w4 «!»l^d if yo^r wfui^bip w«^ ip 4wlf^--#uid I 
s^d yojui w^e .fpfi^k^^g fi J[ittJ^ Sp^ifib^ a3 one 
who bad been ia th^ Cap^p^s*^ 

<* Out, you duniiu^iKe pinftiK?jt, wbelpe4 o;f 
an.oyerg^Piwii r^bw^qg !'' r^H^ Ifambp^rofi— 
« 0«t ir-But wb^t mi he 4ben P"" 

" Wiiy^.lie J9»t*8«ed, fb^t if bp,9PW 
worship 3KPiild :b«^ QM(t w^ yfrfdf^ better )c^pt ii^^^ 
a^d ^^^ W<^ bJis old J^t f:^^ a^4 threaA-bare 
blue lelciaic^ nv^, «^ I $aifd before, be wiU be bere 

" There is truth in what he said,^ ^S^^ 
iMabQum^ m if ,9ff»)mg tP biRPseljC-r*"^ My 
br«in j|^ ptey.q^ .^le it^old ^g?s tjcic^.tTrbut.<:f^\ir- 
Agii^rTl^J^mii^^iq^iQb Irrr-j; hfy.eflot >:QU^.^^9pf 
ia i(2]ie .wpild, fyt fQ,^^y a dfflT, Jtp f^ Tony F.991^ 

VOL. II. N 
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ter, be I drunk or sober. — Bring me a flagon of 
cold water, to chnsten my sack withal.*** 

While Lamboujrne, whom the approach of Fos- 
ter seemed to have recalled to a sense of his own 
condition, was busied in preparing to receive him, 
Giles Gosling stole up to the apartment of the 
pedlar, whom he found traversing the room in 
much agitation. 

** You withdrew yourself suddenly from the 
company,"^ said the landlord to the guest. 

'* It was time, when the devil became one 
among you,^ replied the pedlar. 

'^ It is not courteous in you to term my ne- 
phew by such a name,^ said Gosling, ^^ nor is it 
kindly in me to reply to it ; and yet, in some sort, 
Mike may be considered as a limb of Satan.** 

•• Pooh — I talk not of the swaggering ruflBan,** 
replied the pedlar, '* it is of the other, who, for 
aught I know — But when go they ? or wherefore 
come they ?** 

^ Marry, these are questions I cannot answer,^ 
replied the host. "But, look you, rir, you have 
brought me a token from worthy Master Tresn- 
lian— -a pretty stone it is.^ He took out the ring, 
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and looked at it, adding, as he put it into his purse 
again, that it was too rich a guerdon for any thing 
he could do for the worthy donor. He was, he said, 
in the public Hne, and it ill became him to be too 
inquisitive into other folks concerns ; he had al- 
ready said, that he could hear nothing, but that 
the lady lived still at Cumnor Place, in the closest 
seclusion, and, to such as by chance had a view 
of her, seemed pensive and discontented with her 
solitude. " But here," he said, " if you are desi- 
rous to gratify your master, is the rarest chance 
that hath occurred for this many a day. Tony 
Foster is coming down hither, and it is but letting 
Mike Lambourne smeU another wine-flask,. and 
the Queen'^s command would not move him from 
the ale-bench. So they are fast for an hour or so 
—Now, if you will don your pack, which will be 
your best excuse, you may, perchance, win the 
ear of the old servant, being assured of the mas* 
ter^s absence, to let you try to get some custom 
of the lady, and then you may learn more of her 
condition than I or any other can tell you.^^ 

" True— very true,'' answered Wayland, for 
he it was ; ^^ an excellent device, but methinks 
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fomething dapg£foufli ifor sxy FosUr should xe» 

«< Vdry pos^Ie indeed,^ «ef)lMd the hoBt 

«' Or 9«7;» 4»iKxiiifld WajrlMd, <^ (the lady 
i^iould rdidier ne«^ dMoiIu £n: my exeitioBs ?^ 

« As'is not oalikety,'*' nsfliti CfiieM ^Mfmg. 
** I mxtvd, M»ter'TfqaflBiain «nll tsflce sueh heed 
of her that ceres not <or faiai.^ 

<' ta ekbercMe I «re«ef(Mi%iiped,'"6nd Way-* 
}aad ; ^ and therefore I do not, xm ihe whole, 
wiM5h r^A your device.^ 

*^ Nay, hut tidse me widi yixi, gaod tnaater 
e^mtig'Jtiaii,'* r^]^ mine host^ ^ this is yaiif 
maet^r^ buaiiess and sot mime ; you faefil kaoir 
tbe^fiik to he ^eaoomitered, or ham &r yoy and 
wilUiigte'brave'it. Butihi^ which yon mil not 
yourselfSiazard, 9scfU4um|iot«Kpeot odiers to tiAJ"- 

«' :fih>ld, held," $aid Wayknd ; <' ieH me but 
one ithiugb^^tsbee yooEider oid man up to Cina. 
nor?** : 

«^ Simly, I tlunk«o»''aaid^ie landlord; 'vtbeir 
servabt emd betmiBtoitaiketheir haggageddidier,' 
but fifie .fl}e-tap JHM 4)een as potent fer-biia ^s -ebe 
sadc^iggot iie» 4beea litt: 3ficfaaeL'^ ' 
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^' It is enough,^^ said Wayland, assuming an 
air of resolution—" I will thwart that old vil- 
lain^s projects — ^my aiFright at his baleful aspect 
begins to abate, and my hatred to arise. Help me 
on with my pack, good mine host — And look to 
thyself, old Albumazar^— there is a malignant in- 
fluence in thy horosco^, and it gleams from the 
constellation Ursa Major *^ 

Sa fSaymgf he Assomed his borthta, atfd, giuded 
by the landlord through the postern gate of the 
Black Bear, took the most private way from thence 
wp to Cumnor Plate, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Clown. Yoa have of these pedlan, that haFB mere in 'em tluui 
yoa'd think, sister. 

WinterU Tak^ Act /F., Scene 3. 

Ik his anxiety to obey the Earrs repeated 
charges of secrecy, as well as from his own unso- 
cial and miserly habits, Anthony Foster was more 
desirous, by his mode of housekeeping, to escape 
observation, than to resist intrusive curiosity. 
Thus, instead of a numerous household, to se- 
cure his charge, and defend his house, he stu- 
died, as much as possible, to elude notice, by di- 
minishing his attendants ; so that, unless when 
there were attendants of the Earl, or of Vamey, 
in the mansion, one old male domestic, and two 
old crones, who assisted in keeping the Countesses 
apartments in order, were the only servants of 
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the family. It was one of these old women who 
opened the door when Wayiand knocked, and an- 
swered his petition, to be admitted to exhibit his 
wares to the ladies of the family, with a volley of 
vituperation, couched in what is there called the 
jowring dialect. The pedlar found die means of 
checking this vociferation, by slipping a nlver 
groat into her hand, and intimating the present 
of some stuff for a coif, if the lady would buy of 
Jiis wares; 

^^ Grod ield thee, for mine is aw in Uttock^-*- 
Slocket with thy pack into gham, mon— *Her 
walks in gham.^ Into the garden she ushered 
the pedlar accordingly, and pointing to an old 
ruinous garden-house, said, ^^ Yonder be*s her, 
mon,— yonder he^s her--Zhe will buy changes 
an zhe loikes stuffy."" 

^^ She has left me to come off as I may ,^ thought 
Wayiand, as he heard the hag shut the garden, 
door behind him. ^^ But they shall not beat me, and 
tl^ey dare not murder me, for so little trespass, and 
by this fair twilight Hang it, I will on— a brave 
general never thought of his retreat till he n^as 
defeated. I see two females in the old garden-house 
yonder — but hoyf to address them ?— Stay-— Will 
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l^iakespeare, be fny friend in need. I will ghe 
them! ^ t^ df AiiUAftn^y H6 then mttgi #tth 
it good Vdc^, and bedoiiiiifg aiid^ty, the' p&ptx* 
lie pi&yJkm^ ditty, 

'^ Lawn as white as flfiy^ snow^ 
Cyprus black as e'er was crow, 
(rlovto' as sWeet as damask roees^ 
Maslfil for faces and for hoses." 

<< What hath fortune sent us here for an tiii^ 
^wdiited Agbty Jattet t* Said the lady. 

^^ One df theMf m^itsUaiite of vaitity, call^ ped- 
kf»/ Ar^wet&i J»a^i di^mtirelyy ** who ijiterft 
hk light Vltf 6s in lifter mc^uStiri^^I IflarVel dd 
D(Arcas l6t him pdss^^ 

'< It is ti lucky chance, giri^^mdth^ Countess; 
^^ we lead a heavy life here, and this may -^haie 
cMPa weary hour*" 

** Aye, toy gracious lady,'* bAA Janet ; « but 
my father P^ 

« He is not % fflthef, Janet^ ttc* I hope my 
master,^ ansWei'ed the lady — << I skjf oeUI the man 
^ Mtb^-^I iiTdnt some thiilgft.^ 

«* Nay,'' replied Janet^ « ybUi* fatdyship has 
but to say 8o in die next packet, and if England 
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6ftii'ffiyin!6b tfaaifo they will he seiit«-^There will 
O0IM nai^kf on V^i^fAjr, d^tarftstt lady, let me 
bid thtf tAM tegofte r 

^ 1 Witt lttV6 the^ bid hm mme hithei'^'' daid 
tbe CountelM^^^ c^ lUay^ tb€fU t^frified fool, I 
will bid faiift myti&Vi and §peate <b«e a ^hidiufg."^ 

^< Ah 1 well-a-day, deafest lady^ if that were 
Ae wofflt,'^ didd Jaiket^ Mdly, while (he lady dall- 
ed to tbtf pedlaf^ ^' Good fbOdW, Mep fctf watd^^ 
undo thy pack — ^if thou hasi good Wafe^^ chttiice 
has tdnt thee hither fofr my dmtenknce, and thy 



^ What fliay yout ladyihip fiienfle to ladk P 
$tid Waylandy uti§tfftp{nilg hici ptti5k^ atid display* 
ing its eotiU^nts with $t» fiiueh dexterity as if he 
had been bfied to the d?ade< Ifldeed he bod oeca- 
ttotuiUy pwsued it ta the tmnB of bis toving life, 
atid flow oomineilded hid wares with all the vdu- 
bility of a trader, and shewed some skill iti the 
ttiaift Itf t of pladdg prices tipoo thein. 

" What do I please to laok T jsaid the lady ; 
<< why^ 6Ofi0ideri&g I have tiot for ikiL long months 
bought one yard of lawn or cambric, or one trin« 
ket, the most ineodsideridble, fdr my own use, &nd 
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at my own choice, the better question is, what hast 
thou got to sell ? Lay aside for me that cambric 
partlet and pair of sleeves-r-and those roundeUs 
of gold fringe, drawn out with cyprus — and that 
short cloak of cherry-rcoloured fine cloth, garnish-^ 
ed with gold buttons and loops — is it not of an 
absolute fancy, Janet ?^ 

" Nay, my lady,'' replied Janet, ^^ if you coOp. 
suit my poor judgment, it is, methinks, over gawdy 
for a graceful habit.'' 

" Now, out upon thy judgment, if it be no 
brighter, wench," said the Countess ; " thou shalt 
wear it thyself for penance sake ; and I promise, 
the gold buttons being somewhat massive, will 
comfort thy father, and reconcile him to the cherry 
coloured body. See that he snap them not away, 
Janet, and send them to bear company with the 
imprisoned angels which he keeps captive in his 
strong-box." 

" May I pray your ladyship to spare my poor 
father !" said Janet. 

^^ Nay, but why should any one spare him that 
is so sparing of his own nature ?" replied the lady. 
— ^* Well, but to our gear — ^^That head garniture 
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for myself, and that silver bodkin, mounted with 
pearl ; — ^and take off two gowns of that russet cloth 
for Dorcas and Alison, Janet, to keep the old 
wretches warm against winter comes— And stay, 
hast thou no perfumes and sweet bags, or any 
handsome casting bottles of the newest mode ?^ 

*^ Were I pedlar in earnest, I were a made 
merchant," thought Wayland, as he busied him- 
self to answer the demands which she thronged 
one on another, with the eagerness of a young 
lady who has been long secluded from such a 
pleasing occupation. <^ But how to bring her to 
a moment^s serious reflection." Then as he exhU 
bited his choicest collection of essences and per- 
fumes, he at once arrested her attention by ob- 
serving, that these articles had almost risen to 
double value, since the niagnificent preparations 
made by the Earl of Leicester to entertun the 
Queen and court at his princely Castle of Kenil* 
worth. 

" Ha !" said the Countess, hastily ; " that ru- 
mour then is true, Janet." 

" Surely, madam," answered Wayland; "and 
I marvel it hath not reached your noble lady- 
1 
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uhiffQ e«r& The Queen of Enj^d feasts with 
the noUe Ead for m week dimag the S^mner^s 
Fbogsessc; aild there ate many who wili teH you 
£}»|^ited will bare a king, and Eii^^Mf s £lia». 
Wtfa, God mfre har^ k husband, ese the FiGgfcaa 
berover.'* 

<^ Thej lie like viUnna T a^ tite Coimtess, 
bnrstfaqf fiorth iffiptticntty* 

'< Fctt God's sake;, madan^ coasidar,'' said 
Janet, tietBk&a§ with apprdienfflon; ^^ who would 
euibfanr tfaetiii^dtea ahont pedhur^s ti&gaTT 
• <^Ye^JanetreaiibdmedthaGottnfeeai;<^i%^ 
thou hAat oon'ec^ted me jtistfy^ Susli leperta^ 
blighting the rsfnitation of Engfamd's fai^htest 
addnpUest peur^ eaii only find cunrencj amongst 
the mean^ the ahjed, tOtd the infilmtm&^ 

<< May I pensb, lady,'' said Wayhmd Smith, 
obs^rrilig that ber vioknce directed itself towards 
him^ ^^ if I have done any thiqg to merit this 
strange pas^on ! — I have said but what many men 
say.'' 

By this time the Countess had recovered her 
composure, and endeavoured, alarmed by the an- 
xiouil hints of Janet, to suppress all appearance 
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of duplBftfuve^ *^ I ¥^ir loth,'' die iaid, ^ goocl 
feHonr^ Ijiyt our Queen dhmiU ehamge llie vir^ 
4styk, fio dfftr to us her peopfe^-«*ihink not of it^ 
And tlMsn, as if dfifiivotts to dbange th^>d»jc6t,iriie 
addoi, ^^ And irlattt as ChiB pails, SbiQBtefully:piit 
up in llie fflLver box ?^ as aheennBiiied the <»- 
talis of a eadfieC in vhEdi ^ivigs and peif limes 
arere cModamaA in stifuirate 4narer8. 

^ It is A nemad J, maflaM, for a diaoader, lof 
jpiUieh I tmat your ladgfafaip tvvill ner^r have iiaa*- 
son to coaiplmi. 3%eaQiainitjof ^asaiilllurkey^ 
heaa, awalkiwed daiiy £ar a sieek, foctifias ibe 
heast agnnst diose jblack vapours nrfueh arise 
from soUtude, melancholy, unrequited il&ctien^ 
disappoBnted hope ^ . u 

^ Ave you a fool, fisaad F* said lhe£iiMinlieB% 
dutrply; ^^jordoijicautluuric^heQauserhfl^jegoofL 
natusodUypiirchased jmirtniaapery goodsat ^ur 
roguish prices, that you may port any guUfiry you 
wiH Qnaaoe ?-«^-^h0>erar h^eard'thal; aiQFectiaBS of the 
heart were cured by modicifieB given toihiebodyPT 

'^ Uttder t^Qiir liGsioucable £sMrour,^ said Way- 
land, ^^ Ima on b^nmi snan, «ad I haxre sold 
my ^aods At an hoaest >prie€N«-As to dfab nooat 
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precious medicine, when I told its qualities/ I 
asked you not to purchase it, so why should I 
lie to you ? I say not it will cure a rooted affec^ 
tion of the mind, which only God and time can 
do ; but I say, that this restorative relieves the 
black vapours which are engendered in the body 
of that melancholy which broodeth on the mind. 
I have relieved many with it, both in court and 
dty, and of late one Master Edmund Tressi- 
lian, a worshipful gentleman in Cornwall, who^ 
on somd slight, received, it was told me, where he 
had set his affections, was brought into that state 
of melancholy which made his friends alarmed for 
his life.'' 

He paused, and the lady remained silent for 
some time, and then asked, with a voice which 
she strove in vain to render firm and indifferent 
in its tone, *^ Is the gentleman you have mention- 
ed perfectly recovered ?'^ 

" Passably, madam,'* answered Wayland ; '' he 
hath at least no bodily complaint." 

" I will take some of the medicine, Janet," 
said the Countess. " I too have sometimes that 
dark melancholy which overclouds the brain." 
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" You shall not do so, madam,^ said Janet ; 
^^ who shall answer that this fellow vends what is 
wholesome ?^ 

** I will myself warrant my good faith,^ said 
Wayland ; and, taking a part of the medicine, he 
swallowed it before them. The Countess now 
bought what remained, a step to which Janet, by 
farther objections, only determined her the more 
obstinately. She even took the first dose upon the 
instant, and professed to feel her heart lightened 
and her spirits augmented, — aconsequence which, 
in all probability, existed only in her own imagi- 
nation. The lady then piled the purchases she had 
made together, flung her purse to Janet, and desi- 
red her to compute the amount and to pay the ped- 
lar ; while she herself, as if tired of the amusement 
she at first found in conversing with him, wished 
him good evening, and walked carelessly into the 
house, thus depriving Wayland of every oppor- 
tunity to speak with her in private. He hastened, 
however, to attempt an explanation with Janet. 

" Maiden,^ he said, " thou hast the face of one 
who idiould love her mistress. She hath much 
need of faithful service.^ 



ed^by Google 



^^ An4 wd} diswrve^ k ait my liaiidsy'^ i^^ed 

<< Maiden, I am not altogethei' wiia|; I seimi* 
said the pedlmr^ lowemg km v^qe. 

<< Tbe less like (o Ib^ ip iM^a^isit BW^t"^ f^ 
Janet 

" The mom 450,'' Msr^fs^d W«yteftpif ^^ «ifK3f 
I am no pedlar.'' 

*^ Gfl Ibae gome tiv^ infltao^jr, or | viU |b^ 
for jBwtanee,' aaid Jaaet ; '^ isy fjiH^er 99^ 
^re ibis be gffjiTBed.'' 

^ Bo not be so iadi»'^ aaid Waylwdi ^ yM 
will do what you may ire|ieiii of. I ajp we j9f 
youroodatsesslsfiieiKds; and AeAiAd»€4s44tf9lvW¥t> 
not diat tbou dMMild'st riiin tibose aim hsA^ 

^* How dudl Ilcnoinr tfaa^ ?" said Janm. 

^^ Look me in ik^ fas^^ said Wnylaad &nith, 
^ and s^e if jdiou dost nol; f esd hoiieiBty la my 

loG^.'' 

And in ixuA^ tlfougb by ao aieans bond- 
seme, «thare • vaa in )ns fdiy sjbf^omy the ^aha^, 
keen es^praasioa of iav:ent^f e gemu3 And prompt 
iateHeot, which, joined toquiok and brilliant eyas, 
a welUformed mouth, and an intelligent amik, 

13 
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often gitefs grace and interest to features which 
are both homely and irregular. Janet looked at 
him with the dy simpH^ity of her sect, and re- 
plied, " NotwkhstandiiJg thy boasted honesty, 
friend, and although I am not accustomed to ^ad 
amd pass judgment on such volumes as thou hast 
submitted to my perusal, I think I see in thy 
Countenance sotnethingof the pedlar^^something 
of the picaroon.** 

" Ori a sinall scale, perhaps," said Waylatid 
Stttith, laughing. ** But this evening, or to-mor. 
row, will an bid mail come hither with thjr father^ 
who has the stealthy step of the cat, th^ shrewd 
and vindictive eye of the rat, the fawning wile of 
the spaniel, the determined grasp of the mastiff— 
of him beware, for your own sake and that of you^ 
mistress. See you, fair Janet, he brings the vtd^ 
nom of the aspic under the assumed innocence bf 
the dor^i What precise mischief he meditates to:- 
wards you I cannot guess, but death and disease 
have ever dogged his footsteps.-^Say nought df 
this to thy mistress — ^my art ^d^gests to me that 
in her state, the fear of evil m^y be ds dangerous 

vox, ii. o 
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as its operatioii-^But see that she take my specU 
fie, far— '•(he lowered bis voice and spoke low but 
impres^vely in her ear,) it is an antidote against 
poison-i-Hark, they enter the garden T 

In effect, a sound of noisy mirth and loud talk- 
ing approached the garden door,alanned by which 
Wayland Smith sprung inta the midst of a thicket 
of overgrown shrubs, while Janet withdrew to the 
garden-house that she might not incur observa- 
tion, and that she might at the same time conceal, 
at least for the present^ the piurchases made firmn 
the supposed pedlar, which lay scattered cm the 
floor of the summer-house. 

Janet, however, had no occa^n for anxiety* 
Her father, his old attendant. Lord Ldcester^s 
domestic, and the astrologer, entered the garden 
in tumult and in extreme perplexity, endeavour- 
ing to quiet Lamboume, whose brain had now 
become completely fired with liquor, and who 
was one of those unfortunate persons^ who, b^g 
once stirred with the vinous stimulus, do not fall 
asleep like other drunkards, but remain long par- 
tially influenced by it, for many hours, until at 
length, by successive draughts, they are elevated 
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into a state of ttnooiitfoulable (renty. Like many 
men iii this state also, Lambodme neither lost the 
power of motion, speech^ or expresoon ; but, on 
the contrary, spoke with unwonted emphasis and 
readiness^ and told all that at Imother tim^ he 
would hav6 beeji most desirous to hare kept se^. 
etet 

<« What l"" ejaculated Michaiel, at the full ^Hi 
tent of his voieej '* am I to have no welcome— 
no carotiscj when I have brought fortune to your 
6ld ruinous dog-house in the shape of a devil^s 
ally, that can change slat^shivers into Spanish 
dollars ?-^Herej you Tony Fire-the-FaggOt, pa- 
pist, puritan, hypocrite, mis^r, prcAigate, devil, 
botnpotinded of all men'^s sdns, bow down and re- 
verence him who has brought into thy house the 
very mammon thou worshippest^ 

<* For Grod^s sake,"^ said Faster, << speak low-*- 
<Some into the hoiise^thou sbalt have wine, or 
whatever thou wilt*" 

^^ No, old pudkfist, I will have it h»e," diun* 
dered the inelniated ruffian — ** here dljresco^ as 
the Italian hath it— No, no, I will not drink with 
that poisoning devil within doors, to be chdced 
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with, the fumes of ia^nic and quick-silyer ; I 
learned from villain Varney to beware of that^ 

^^ Fetdi hun wine, in the name of aU the fiends^^ 
$ftid the alebei^bt* 

'* Aha I and thou wouldst spice it for m^ old 
Truepenny, wouldst tbou not? Ay, I should 
have coperas, and hellebore, and vitriol, and aqua* 
fortis, and twenty deviUsh materials, bubbling in 
my hram-pan like a charm to raise the detil in a 
witch'^s cauldron. Hand me the fla3k thyself, did 
Xony Fire-the-Faggot — and 1^ it be codU-I will 
have no wine mulled at the pile of the old burned 
Ushops^^-Or stay, let Leicester be kingif he trill 
-^gaod-*-and Vamey, villain Varney, grand vi- 
zier—- why, eyoellent,-^— and what shall I be then ? 
•-*why, emp^or-^-Emperor Lambourne. — I will 
see this choice piece of beauty that they have wall« 
ed.up fa^e for th^ prirvate pleaftures-^I will have 
her this very dight to serve my wine*cup, and put 
on my night-cap. What should a fellow do with 
two wivesy If ere he tw^ty times an Harl ?«^-^n- 
swer me that, Tony boy^ you old reprobate hypo^ 
critical dog, whom €rod- struck out of the book of 
li&y but tormented with the constant wish to be 
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restored to it — Yo\x old bishop4)uriiiiig, Masphe- 
mou6 fanatic, answer me thot^ 

<< I will stick my knife to tli6 haft in bini)^ 
said Foster, in a low tone, wbkb trettibled wkh 
passion. 

<^ For the love of heaven, no Tioknoe,'' toid 
the astrologer. <^ It cannot but be looked closel j 
into.-— Here, honest Lamboome, wilt tbou pledge 
me to the health of the noble Earl of Leicester 
and Master Richard Varney?" 

«* I will, mine old Albumazar— I will, my 
trusty vender of ratVbane — I would kiss thee, 
tmne honest infractor of the Lex Julia, (as they 
said at Leyden,) didst thou not flavour so damn^ 
ably of sulphur, and such fiendish apothecaries 
stuff. — ^Here goes it,upseyes— to Vamey and Lei- 
cester ! — two more noble mounting spirits — and 
more dark-seeking, deep-diving, high-flying^ ma- 
licious, ambitious miscreants — ^well, Isayno more, 
but T will whet my dagger oh his heart-spone, that 
refuses to pledge me ! And so, my masters ^ ■ * 

Thus speaking, Lamboume exhausted the cup 
which the astrologer had handed him, and which 
contained not wine, but distilled spirits. He swore 

10 
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Iialf no oftth, dro{q)ied the empty cup from hk 
grasp, laid his hand on his sword without being 
abl^ to drair it» reded, and fell without sense or 
motion into the arms of the domestic, who d]»g<. 
ged him off to hb chamber and put him to bed. 
In the g^oeral confusion, Janet r^ained her 
lady^s diamber unobserved, trembling like an its- 
pen 1^, but determined to keep secret firom the 
Countess the dreadful surmises which sh^ could 
not help entertaining frc«i the drunken ravings of 
Lambpume. Her fears, however, though they as- 
sumed no certain shape, kept pace with the ad- 
vice qt the pedlar ; and she confirmed her mis- 
tress in h^ purpose of taking the medicine which 
he had recommended, fvom which it is prpb^le 
she would otherwise have dissuaded her. Neither 
had these intimations escaped the ears of Way- 
land, who knew much better how to interpret 
them. He felt much compassion at beholding so 
lovely a creature as the Countess, and whpip he 
had first seen in the bosom of domestip hapjunisss, 
exposed to the machinations of such a gang of 
villains. His pKsdionS) top, had been highly e^ci-^ 
led, by hearing the voice of bis old master, against 
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whom he nourished, in equal degree, the passions 
of hatred and fear. He nourished also a pride in 
his o\ini art and resources ; and, dangerous as the 
task was, he that night formed a determination to 
attain the bottom of the mystery, and to aid the 
distressed lady, if it were yet possible. From some 
words which Lamboume had dropped amongst 
his ravings. Way land now, for the first time, felt 
inclined to doubt that Varney had acted entirely 
on his own account, in wooing and winning the 
aifections of this beautiful creature. Fame assert- 
ed of this zealous retainer, that he had accommo- 
dated his lord in former love intrigues ; and it 
occurred to Wayland Smith, that Leicester him- 
self might be the party chiefly interested. Her 
marriage with the Earl he could not sui^ct ; but 
even the discovery of such a passing intrigue with 
a lady of Mistress Amy Robsart^s rank, was a se- 
cret of the dtepest importance to the stability of 
the favourite^s power over Elizabeth. " If Lei- 
cester would hesitate to stifle such a rumour by 
very strange means,^ said he to himself, '< he has 
those about him who would do him that favour 
without waiting for his consent. If I would med- 

n 
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die in this business, it must be as my old m^s^ 
ter uses to compound his manna of Satan, with a 
close ma^k on my &ce. So I will quit Giles 6os« 
ling to-morrow, an4 change my course and place 
pf residence as often as a hunted fox. I should 
Uke to see this little p^ritan, too, once more. She 
looks bpth pretty and intelligent, to have come of 
such a caitiff as .^ntony Fire-the-Faggot." 

Giles (pfosjing received the adieus of Wayland 
rather joyfully than otherwise. The honest pub- 
lican saw so much peril in crossing the course of 
the Earl of Leicester's favourite, that his virtue 
was scarce able to support him in the task, and 
he was well pleased when it was likely to be re-< 
moved from his shoulders; stilly however, pro* 
fessing his good will, and readiness, in case of 
need, to do Mr Tressilian or his emissary any ser- 
vice, in so far as consisted with his character of a 
publicap. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Vaulting ambition, tlist o*erle«pf itself, 
And falls on 'totbor side* 

Macbeth. 

The splendour of the approaching revels at 
Xenilworth was now the conversajtion through 
all England ; and every thing was collected at 
home, or from abroad, which could add to the 
gaiety or glory of the prepared reception of Eli* 
ssabeth, at the house of her most distinguished 
favourite. Meantime, Leicester appeared daily 
to advance in tjbe Queen'*s favour. He was per. 
petuaUy by her side in council, willingly listened 
to in the moments of courtly recreation — ^fayour« 
ed with approaches even tp familiar intimacy-** 
looked up to by all who had aught to hope at 
court— courted by foreign ministers with the most 
flattering testimonies of respect from their sove- 
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reigns — the Alter Ego, as it seemed, of the stately 
Elizabeth, who was now very generally supposed 
to be studying the time and opportunity for as- 
sociating him, by marriage, into her sovereign 
pow^. 

.^jnid such a tide of prosperity, this minion of 
Cmrtune, and of the Queen'^s favour, was probably 
die most unhappy man in the realm which seemed 
at his devotion. He had the Fairy King^s supe- 
riority over his friends and dependants, and saw 
much which they could not The character of 
his mistress was intimately known to him ; it was 
his minute and studied acquaintance with her hu- 
mours, B& well as her noble qualities, which, join- 
ed to his powerful mental qualities, and his emi* 
nent external accomplishments, had raised him so 
high in her favour ; and it was that very know- 
ledge of her dispoffltion which led him to appre- 
hend at every turn some sudden and overwhelm- 
ing disgrace. Leicester was like a pilot possessed 
of a chart, which points out to him all the pecu- 
liarities qS his navigation, but which e^^hibits so 
many shoals, breakers, and reefs of rocks, that 
his anxious eye reaps little more from observing 
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them, than to be convinced that his final escape 
can be litde. else than miraculous. 

In fact^ Qoeen Elizabeth had a character 
strangely compouiided of the ntrongest mascu- 
line sense, with those foibles which are chiefly 
supposed proper to the female sex. Her subject9 
had the full benefit of her virtues, whidi far pre. 
dominated over her weaknesses ; but her cour- 
tiers, and those about her person, had often to 
sustain sudden and embarrassing turns of ca.finoe, 
and the sallies of a temper which was both jea- 
lous and despotic. She was the nur»ng-mother 
of her people, but she was also the true daugh- 
ter of Henry VIII. ; and though early sufierings 
and an expellent education had repressed and 
modified^ they had not altogether destroyed, the 
hereditary temper of that ^* hard-ruled King.^*-- 
^ Her mind,^ says her witty god-son, Sir John 
Harrington, who had experienced both the smiles 
and the frowns which he describes, ^^ was oftime 
like the gentle air, that cometh from the western 
point in a summer^s mom«*->''twas sweet apd rer 
freshing to all around her. Her speech did win 
all affections. And again, she could put forth 
such alterations, when obedience was lacking, as 
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left no doubting whose daughter the was* When 
she smiled, it was a pure sunshine, that every 
onedidchusetobai&in,if thejooold; but anon 
came a stonn, fiom a sudden gathering of douds, 
and the diunder fell, in a wondrous manner, on 
all alike *♦ 

This variability of disposition, as Lmester wdl 
knew, was chiefly formidable to those who had a 
share in the Queen'^s afiections, and who depend^ 
ed rather on her personal r^;ard, than on the in* 
dispensable services which they could render to 
her councils and her crown. The favour of Bur~ 
leigh, or of Walsingham, of a description far leto 
striking than that by whidi he was Iiimself upheld, 
waii founded, as Leicester wdl knew, on Eliza- 
beth'^s solid judgment, not on her partiality ; aud 
was, therefore, free from all those principles of 
diange and decay, necessarily incident to that 
which chiefly arose from persanal aecompli^^ 
ments and female predilection. These great and 
sage statesmen were judged of by the Queen, on~ 
ly with reference to the measures they suggested* 
and the reasons by which they supported their 

• Nugs Antique, Vol. I. pp. 355, 356—362. 
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opinions in council ; whereas tihe success of Lei*« 
oester^s course depended on all those light and 
ehongeable gales of caprice and humour^ which 
thwart or favour the progress of a lover in the 
&v(Hir of Ins mistress, and she, too, a mis^tress 
who was ever and anon becoming fearful lest she 
should forget the dignity, or compromise the am- 
thority of the Queen, while she indulged the a& 
fections of the woman* Of the difficulties which 
surrounded his power, <^ too great to keep or to 
resign,^ Leicester was fully sensible ; and, as he 
looked anxiously round for the means of maintain«- 
ing himself in his precarious situation, and some- 
times contemplated those of descending from it in- 
safety, he saw but little hope of either. At such 
moments, his thoughts turned to dwell upon his 
secret marriage, and its consequences ; and it Was 
in bitterness against himself, if not against his un- 
fortunate Countess, that he ascribed to that hasty 
measure, adopted in the ardour of what he now 
called inconsiderate passion, at once the impossi- 
bility of placing his power on a solid basis, and 
the imminent prospect of its precipitate downfall. 
" Men say,^ thus ran his thoughts, in these 
amuous and repentant moments, ^' that I might 
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maity Elisabeth^ and become Ci^ of England. 
AU thingB raggest tkis. The matdi is carolled 
in bdladsj while (he rabble throw their caps up*— 
It luu{ been toutbed upon in the sdioola—whis. 
per^ in the presmoe-chamben— recommended 
ficm the pulpt— prayed for in the Cahinistie 
churches abroad-^touched on by statists in the 
very Council at home—These bold insumafiBns 
have been tebntted by no rebuke^ no resentment, 
no chiding, scarce even by the usual finale pro- 
testation that she would live and die a vii^ii prio- 
oesSi— -Her words have been more courteous than 
ever, though she knows sudb rumours are abroad 
i-^Aier actions more graciou&NuJler Icioks more kind 
^«A4aought seatfis wanting to inake vie King of Eng- 
land, and plac6 me beyond the storms of court* 
favour, excepting the putting forth ai mine own 
hand to take that crown imperial, which is the 
gWy of the universe I And when I might stretch 
that hand out most boldly, it is fettered down by 
a secret and inextricable bond.--^And here I haVe 
letters from Amy,^ he would say, dttdiing thein 
up with a movement of peevishness, '^ persecu- 
ting me to acknowledge her openly-~to. do jas- 
tice to her and to myself^r-and I wot not what. 
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MetMnks I h&ve done leiss than jostiocf tq^ ttiyself 
already. And ^he speaks as if Elizabetq were to 
receive the knowledge df this matter, with the glee 
of a mother hearing of th^ b^ppy marriage of a 
hppeful son !— She, the daughter of Heni^y^ who 
spared neither man in his anger, nor woman in his 
desire^ — she to find herself tricked, dtilwn on trith 
toys of passion to the verge of acknowledging her 
love to a subject, and he a married man ! — ^Eli- 
zabeth to learn that she had been dallied with in 
such fashion, as a gay courtier might trifle with 
a country wench-*We should then learn^r^n# 
quidjcemina T 

He would then pause, and call for Vatney, 
whose advice was now more frequently resorted 
to than ever, because the Earl remembered the 
liemonstrances which he had made against his se-^ 
cret contract. And their consultation usually ter- 
ininated in anxious deliberation, how, or in what 
manner, the Countess was to be produced at Ke-* 
nilworth. These communings had for some time 
ended always in a resolution to delay the Progress 
from day to day. But at length a peremptory de^ 
cision became necessary. 
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« SliBitbeth will n6t be satisfied without her 
presence/ said the Earl ; << whether any suspi- 
cion hath entered her nund^ as my own apprehen- 
sioM soggesti or whetha: the petition of Tressi^ 
Itan is kept in her memory by Sussex, or some 
other secret enemy, I know not ; but amongst all 
the favourable expresaons which she uses to me, 
she often recurs to the story of Amy Robsart. I 
think that Amy is the slave in the chariot, who is 
placed there by my evil fortune to dash and to 
confound my triumph, even when at the highest. 
Shew toe thy derice, Vamey, for solving the in-' 
extricable difficulty. I have thrown every such 
impediment in the way of these accursed revels, 
as I could propound even with a shade of decen- 
cy, but to-day^s interview has put all to a hazard. 
She said to me kitidty, but peremptorily, < We will 
^ve you no farther tihie for preparations, my 
lord, lest you should altogether ruin yourself. On* 
Saturday, the 9th o^ July, we will be with you at 
KetfH worth— We pray you to forget none of oar 
appointed guests and suitors, and in especial this 
Hght-oMove, Amy Robsart. We would wish to 
see the woman who could postpone yonder poeti- 
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cal gentleman, Master Tressilian, to your man^ 
Bichard Vamey.'— Now, Vamey, ply thine in- 
vention, whose forge hath availed us so often ; for 
sureas my name is Dudley, the danger menaced 
}ff my horoscope b now darkening around me.^ 

^^ Can my lady be by no means persuaded to 
bear for a brief space the obscure character which 
circumstances impose on her ?^ said Varney, aftet 
some hesitation. 

'^ How, sirrah ! my Countess tenn herself ihgf 
wife ! — that may neither stand with my honour 
nor with her^s " 

^^ Alas ! my lord,^ answered Vamey, *^ and 
yet such is the quality in which Elizabeth now 
holds her ; and to contradict this, opinion is to 
discover all.^ 

^^ Think of something else, Varney,^ said the 
Earl, in great agitaUon; 'Hhis indention is naught 
—If I could give way to it, she would not ; for 
I tell thee, Yarney, if thou know^st it not, that 
not Elizabeth on the throne has more pride than 
the daughter of this obscure gentleman of Devon* 
She is flexible in maoy things, but. where she 
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holdi^ her honour brought in questicm, she hath a 
spirit imd temper as apprehenave as Ugfatmng, 
and as swift in execution.^ 

^^We have experienced that, my lord^ else had 
we not been thus circumstanced,^ said Vamey. 
*' But what else to suggest I know not— Me- 
Ainks she who gives rise to the danger, should 
do somewhat towards parrying it«^ 

^< It is imposable,^ said the Earl, waving his 
hand ; '^ I know neither authority nor entreaties 
would make her endure thy name for an hour.^ 

^^ It is somewhat hard though,*" said Vamey, 
in a dty tone ; and, without paunng on that topic, 
he added, $' Suppose some^ one were found to re- 
present her^ Such feats have been performed in 
the courts of as sharp-eyed monarchs as Queen 
Elizabeth.?* 

** Utter madness, Vamey,? answered the Earl ; 
*f the counterfeit would be confronted with Tres- 
salian, and discovery become inevitable.^ 

<^ Tres^ian might be removed from court,^ 
said the unhesitating Vamey. 

" And by what means ?"? 
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. " There are many,'' said Vamey, " by which 
a statesman in your dtuation, my lord, may re- 
move from the scene one who pries into your a£- 
faors, and places himself in penlous o^qposition to 
you.'' 

<' Speak not to me of such policy, Vamey,^ 
said the Earl^ hastily ; <' whidb, besides, would 
avail nothing in the present case. Many others 
may be at court, to whom Ajnxy^ may be known ; 
and besides, on the absence of Tresalian, herfa^ 
ther or some of her friends would be instantly sum-, 
moned hither. Urge thine invention once more.^ 

*^ My lord, I know not what to say,^ answered 
Vamey ; " but were I myself in such perplexity, 
I would ride post down to Cumnor Place, and 
compel my wife to give her consent to such mea- 
sures as her safety and mine required;^ 

*< Vamey,^ said Leicester, f < I cannot urge her 
to aught so repugnant to her noble nature, as a 
share in this stratagem— -it would be a base re- 
quital to the love she bears me.^ 

:** Well, my lord," said Vamey, ?* your lord- 
ship is a wise and an honourable man, and skill- 
ed in those high points of romantic scruple, which 
3 
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aire current^iii Arcadift, perhaps, as yonr nephew, 
Philip Sidney, writes. I km: your humble Servi^ 
tbr-pHa man of this world, and only happy that 
my knowledge of it, and its ways, is sudi as your 
lordship has not scorned to avail yourself of. Now 
I wmddiSAin know^ whcfthar the obfigation lies on 
inylady or on you, in thi9 fortunate union ; wad 
wbitib has most- reason to shew complaisance to 
the other, and to oonsider that other's wishes, 
conyj^tiiencies, and safety ?^ 
. << I tell thee, Vamey,'' said the Earl, '' thai all 
it was in my power to bestow upon her, waa not 
tn^ely desferved, but a thousand times ovei^d, 
by heif own virtue add beauty; fear neVer did great- 
tiesB desmoid upon. a creature so fotmed by na- 
ture to grace md adorn it*^ 

" It is well, my lord, youiare so satisfied,^ an- 
swered yamey,.with his usual Sardonic smile, 
iKrhich even respect to his patron could not at all 
times subdue— -'^ you will have time enough to 
enjoy undisturbed the. society of one so gracious 
and beautifol — ^that is, so soon as such confine- 
ment in the Tower be over, as Inay correspond to 
the crime of deceiving the a&ctions of Elizabeth 
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Tudor*-!>A cheaper penalty, I presume, you do 
not expect.^ 

^< Malicious fiend !^ answered Leicester, <^ db 
you mock me in my misfortune ?-^Manage it as 
thouwilt.'' 

** If you are serious, my lord," said Varney, 
^^ you must set forth inistantly^ dnd post fdr Cum^ 
nor Place." 

" Do tjiou go thyself, Varney ; the devil has 
given thee that sort df eloquence, which is most 
powerful in the worst cause. I should stand self* 
convicted of villainy, were I to urge such a de«- 
eeit. — Begone, I tell thee-*-Must I entreat thee to 
mine own dishonour ?" 

*^ No, my l6rd," said Varney-*-^* but if you arfe 
prions in eptrusting me with the task of urgihg 
this most necessary measure, you must give me 
a letter to my lady, as my credentials, and trust 
to me for backing the advice it Contains wifth all 
the force in my power. And such is my qpiniooi 
of my lady^s love for your lordship, ahd ot her 
willingness to do that whidi is at once to contrif 
bute to your ple&siure and your safety, that I am 
sure she will oondeaoend to bear, £^ a few bn6f 
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days, the name of so. humble a man as myself,' . 
especially since it is not inferior in antiquity to 
that of her own paternal house.^ 

Leicester seized on writing materials, and twicei 
or thrice commenced a letter to the Countess^ 
which he afterwards tore into fragments. At 
length he finished a few distracted lines, in which, 
he conjured her, for reasons nearly concerning his 
life and honour, to consent to bear the name of 
Vamey for a few days, during the revels at Ke- 
nil worth. He added,- that Vamey would commu* 
nicate all the reasons wluch rendered this decep- 
tion indispensable ; and having signed and sealed 
these credentials, he flung them over the table to 
Vamey, with a motion that he should depart, 
which his adviser was not slow to comprehend 
and to obey. 

Leicester remedned like one stupified, till he 
heard the trampling of the horses, as Varney, who 
took no time even to change his dress, threw him- 
self into the saddle, and, followed by a single ser- 
vant, s6t off for Berkshire. At the sound, the 
Earl started from his seat, and ran to .the win- 
dow, with the momentary purpose of recalling 
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the unworthy commission with which he had eft* 
trusted one, of whom he used to say, he knew no 
Virtuous property save affection to his patron^ But 
Vamey was abeady bfeycmd call — and the bright 
starry firmament, which the age considered as the 
Book of Fate, lying spread before Leicester when 
he opened the casement, diverted him from his 
better and more manly purpose. 

" There they roll, on their i^lent but potential 
course,^ said the Earl, looking around him,^^ with- 
out a voice which speaks to our ear, but with in- 
fluences which affect, at every change, the indweU 
lers of this vile earthly planet. This, if astrolo- 
gers fable not, is the very crisis of my fate ! The 
hour approaches, of which I was taught to beu 
ware— the hour, too, which I was encouraged to 
hope for. — ^AKing was the word-*-but how ? — the 
crown matrimonial — all hopes of that are gone- 
let them go. The rich Netherlands have demand- 
ed me for their leader, and, would Elizabeth con- 
sent, would yield to me their crown.— -And have 
I not such a claim, even in this kingdom ? That 
of York, descending from George of Clarence to 
the House of Huntingdon, which, this lady failing, 
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may have a fair chance— -Huntiiigdoo is of my 
house. — But I will plunge no deeper in these high 
mysteries. Let me hold my course in silence for 
awhile, and in ob^urity, like a subterranean river 
«— the time shall come that I will burst forth in 
my strength, and bear all (^position before me.* 
While Leicester was thus stupifying the re^ 
monstrances of his own conscience, by appealing 
lo political necessity for his apology, or losing 
himself amidst the wild dreams of ambition, hia 
agent left town and tower behind him, on his 
hasty journey to Berkshire. He also nourished 
high hope. He had brought Lord Leicester to 
the point which he had desired, of committing to 
him the most intimate recesses of his breast, and 
of using him as the channel of his most confiden- 
tial intercourse with his lady. Henceforward it 
would, he foresfliw, be difficult for bis patrcm ei* 
ther to dispense with his services, or refuse his re« 
quests, however unreasonable. And if this dis- 
dainful dame, as he termed the Countess, should 
comply with the request of her husband, Varney, 
her pretended husband, must needs become so 
situated with respect to her, that there was no 
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knowing where his audacity might be bounded^ 
perhaps not till circumstances enabled him to ob- 
tain a triumph, which he thought of with a mix- 
ture of fiendish feelings, in which revenge for her 
previous scorn was foremost and predominant. 
Again he contemplated the possibility of her be- 
ing totally intractable, and refusing obstinately to 
play the part sssigned to hei in the drama at Ke- 
nilworth. 

** Alasco must then do his part,'' he said— • 
^' Sickness must serve her Majesty as an excuse 
for not receiving the homage of Mrs Varney— 
ay, and a sore and a wasting sickness it may prove, 
should Elizabeth continue to cast so favourable 
an eye on my Lord of Leicester. I will not forego 
the chance of being favourite of a monarch for 
want of determined measures, should these be ne- 
cessary. — Forward, good horse, forward — ambi- 
tion, and haughty hope of power, pleasure, and 
revenge, strike their stings as deep through my 
bosom as I plunge the rowels in thy flanks— On, 
good horse, on — the devil urges us both forward;** 
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CHAPTER X. 

Say that my beauty was but small. 

Among court ladies all despised ; 
Why didst thou rend it irom that ball, 

Where, sdnrnfol £arl, 'twas dearly prized ? 

No more thou comest witli wonted speed. 

Thy once beloved bride to see ; 
But be she alive or be she dead, 

I fear, stem Earl, *s the same to thee. 

Cumnor-Hidly hy WiUiam Julius Afickk. 

Th£ ladies of fashion of the present, or of any 
other period) must have allowed, that the young 
and lovely Countess of Leicester had, besides her 
youth and beauty, two qualities which entitled 
her to a place amongst women of rank and dis- 
'tinction. She displayed, as we have seen in her 
interview with the pedlar, a liberal promptitude 
to make unnecessary purchases, solely for the plea- 
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sure of acquiring useless and dhowy trifles which 
ceased to please as soon as they were possessed ; 
and she was, besides, apt to spend a considerable 
space of time every day in adorning her person, 
although tlie varied splendour of her atth-e could 
only attract the half satirical praise of the precise 
Janet, or an approving glance from the bright 
eyes which witnessed their own beams of triumph 
reflected from the mirror. 

The Countess Amy had, indeed, to plead for in- 
dulgence in those frivolous tastes, that the educa^ 
tion of the times had done little or nothing for a 
mind naturally gay and averse to study. If she 
had not loved to collect finery and to wear it, she 
might have woven tapestry or sewed embroidery, 
till her labours spread in gay profusion all over 
the walls and seats at Lidcote-Hall ; or she might 
have varied Minerva^s labours with the task of 
preparing a mighty pudding against the time that 
Sir Hugh Robsart returned from the greenwood. 
But Amy had no natural genius either for the 
loom, the needle, or the receipt-book. Her mo- 
ther had died in infancy ; her father contradicted 
her in nothing ; and Tressilian, the only one who 
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approached her, that was aUe or desirous to at4 
t^id to the cultivation of her mind, had much 
hurt his interest with her, by assuming too eager- 
ly the task of a preceptor ; so that he was regards 
ed by the lively, indulged, and idle girl, with some 
fear and much respect ; but with little or nothing 
of that softer emotion which it had been his hope 
and his ambition to inspire. And thus her heart 
lay readily open, and her fancy became easily 
captivated by the noble exterior and graceful de- 
portment, and complacent flattery of Leicester, 
even before he was known to her as the dazzling 
minion of wealth and power. 

The frequent visits of Leicester at Cumnor, 
during the earlier part of their union, had recon- 
ciled the Countess to the solitude and privacy to 
which she was condemned ; but when these visits 
became rarer and more rare, and when the void 
was fiUed up with letters of excuse, not always very 
warmly expressed, and generally extremely biief, 
discontent and suspicion began to haunt those 
splendid apartments which love had fitted up for 
beauty. Her answers to Leicester conveyed these 
feelings too bluntly, and pressed more naturally 
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than prudently that she might be relieved from 
this obscure and secluded residence, by the EarPs 
acknowledgment of thdr marriage ; and in ar* 
ranging her arguments with all the skill she was 
mistress of, she trusted chiefly to the warmth of 
the entreaties with which she urged them. Some- 
times she even ventured to mingle reproaches, of 
which Leicester concdved he had good reason to 
complain. 

'^ I have made her Countess,^ he said to Var- 
ney, *^ surely she might wait till it consisted with 
my pleasure that she should put on a coronet.^ 

The Countess Amy viewed the subject in di- 
rectly an opposite light. 

'^ What signifies,^ she said, <' that I have rank 
and honour in reality, if I am to live an obscure 
prisoner, without either society or observance, and 
suffering in my character, as one of dubious or dis- 
graced reputation ? I care not for all those strings 
of pearl, which you fret me by warping into my 
tresses, Janet. I tell you, that at Lidcote-Hall, if 
I put but a fresh rose-bud among my hair, my 
^ood father would call me to him, that he might 
see it more closely ; and the kind old curate would 
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smile, and Master Mumblazen would say sotne^ 
thing about roses gules ; and now I sit here, deckl- 
ed out like an image with gold and gems, and 
no one to see my finery but you, Janet. There 
was the poor Tressilian too-^but it avails not 
speaking of him.^ 

^< It doth not, indeed, madam,**^ said her pru>- 
dent attendant ; ^^ and verily you make me some- 
times wish you would not speak of him so often, 
or so rashly.- 

<< It signifies nothing to warn me, Janet — I wa6 
bom free, though I am now mewed up like some 
^ne formgn slave, rather than the wife of an Eng- 
lish noble. I bore it all with pleasure while I was 
sure he loved me ; biit now, my tongue and heart 
shall be free, let them fetter my limbs as they will. 
— -I tell thee, Janet, I love my husband — I will 
love him till my latest breath— I cannot cease to 
love him, even if I would, or if he — which, God 
knows, ipay chance—should cease to love me» 
But I will say, and loudly, I would have been 
happier than I now am, to have renmined in 
I^idcote-Hall ; even although I must have mar- 
ried poor Tre^siliai), with his melancholy look> 
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and bis head full of learning, which I cared not 
for. He said if I would read his favourite vo- 
lumes, there would come a time that I should be 
glad of it — I think it is come now.'^ 

" I bought you some books, madam,^ said Ja- 
net, *^ from a lame fellow who sold them in the 
Market-place— and who stared something boldly 
at me, I promise you.^^ 

** Let xne see them, Janet,'? said the Countess ; 
** but let them not be of your own precise cast- 
How is this, most righteous damsel ? — * A Pair (^ 
Snuffer sf(yr the Golden CandlesticJc' — * A Hcmd^ 
fid tf Myrrh and Hissop to put a Sick Soul to 
Purgation^ — * A Dratight of Water from the VaU 
ley of JBoca'- * Foxes and Firebrands^''^Wh&t 
gear call you this, maiden ?^ 

^ Nay, madam,^ said Janet, " it was but fit- 
ting and seemly to put grace in your ladyship^s 
way ; but an you will none of it, there are play- 
books, and poet- books, I trow.'' 

The Countess proceeded carelessly in her exa- 
mination,.turning oyer such rare volumes aswould 
now make the fortune of twenty retail booksellers. 
Here \yas a " Boie of Cookery j imprinted by Ri- 
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chardLant,'^ and " SkeUon's BooJcs"-^^' ThePass^ 
Ante of the People"—'' The Castle ofKnmiUdge^ 
&c. But neither to this lore did the Countesses 
heart incline, and joyfully did she start up from 
the listless task of turning over the leaves of 
the pamphlets, and hastily did she scatter them 
through the floor, when the hasty clatter of horse^s 
feet, heard in the court-yard, called her to the 
window, exclaiming, *' It is Leicester ! — it is my 
noble Earl ! — ^it is my Dudley !— Every stroke of 
his horse^s hoof sounds like a note of lordly 
music S^ 

There was a brief bustld in the mansion, and 
Foster, with his downward look and sullen man- 
ner, entered the apartment to say, '* That Master 
Richard Vamey was arrived from my lord, ha- 
ving ridden all night, and craved to speak with 
her ladyship instantly.'* 

" Vamey ? — and to speak with me ? — ^pshaw ! 
— ^But he comes with news from Leicester-— so 
admit him instantly.*" 

Vamey entered her dressing apartment, where 
she sat arrayed in her native loveliness, adorned 
with all that Janef s art, and a rich and tasteful un- 
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dress, could bestow. But the most beautiful part 
of her attire was her beautiful and lu:£uriant light- 
brown locks, which floated in such rich abundance 
around a neck that resembled a swan'^s, and over 
a bosom heaving with anxious expectation, which 
communicated a hurried tinge of red to her whole 
countenance. 

Varney entered the room in the dress in which 
he had waited on his master that morning to courts 
the splendour of which made a strange contrast 
with the disorder arising from hasty riding, du- 
ring a dark night and foul ways. His. brow 
bore ah anxious and hurried expression, as one 
who has that to say of which he doubts the r^ 
oeption, and who hath yet posted on from the ne^ 
cessity of communicating his tidings. The Coun- 
tesses anxious eye at once caught the alarm, as 
she exclaimed, ** You bring news from my lord. 
Master Varney— ^Gracious Heaven, is he ill ?" 

" No, madam, thank Heaven r said Vamey. 
<^ Compose yourself, and permit me to take breath 
ere I communicate my tidings.'' 

" No breath, sir," replied the lady, impatient- 
ly ; ^^ I know yottr theatrical arts. Since your 
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breath hath sufficed to bring you hither, it may 
suffice to teil your tale, at least briefly, and in the 



** Madam,^ answered Varney, '^ we are not 
alone, and my lord^s message was for your ear 
only.'' 

" Leave us, Janet, and Master Foster," said 
the lady ; ^^ but remain in the next apartment, 
and within call.'' 

Foster and his daughter retired, agreeably to 
the Lady Leicester's commands, into the next 
apartment, which was the withdrawing-room. The 
door which led from the sleeping-chamber was 
then carefully shut and bolted, and the father 
and daughter remained both in a posture of an« 
xious attention, the first with a stem, suspicious, 
anxious cast of countenance, and Janet with fold- 
ed hands, and looks which seemed divided be- 
twixt her desire to know the fortunes of her mis- 
tress, and her prayers to Heaven for her safety. 
Anthony Foster seemed himself to have some idea 
of what was passing through his daughter's mind, 
for he crossed the apartment and took her anxi- 
ously by the hand, saying, ** That is right— pray, 
Janet, pray— we have all need of prayers, and 
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some of us more, than others* Pray, Janet-^I 
would pray myself, but I must listen to what 
goes on within — evil has been brewing, love-^ 
evil has been brewing. God forgive our sins, 
but Varney'^s sudden and strange arrival bodes 
us no good.'' 

Janet had never before heard her father excite 
or even permit her attention to any thing which 
passed in their mysterious family, and now that 
he did so^ his voice sounded in her eat-^she knew 
not why-^like that of a screedi-owl denouncing 
some deed of terror and of woe. She turned her 
eyes fearfully towards the door, almost as if she 
expected some sounds of horror to be heard, or 
some sight of fear to display itself. 

All, however, was as still as death, and the 
voices of those who spoke in the inner-chamber, 
were, if they spoke at all, carefully subdued to a 
tone which could not be heard in the next. At 
once, however, they were heard to speak fast, 
thick, and hastily ; and presently after the vmce 
of the Countess was heard exclaiming, at the 
highest pitch to which indignation could raise it, 
" Undo the door, sir, I command you !— Undo 



yGoogk 



244 " KKNILWORTH. 

the door !— I will have no other reply f^ she con- 
tinued, drowning with her vehement accents the 
low and muttered sounds which Vamey was heard 
to utter betwixt whiles. ** What ho f without 
there T she persisted, accompanying her words 
with shrieks, " Janet, alarm the house !— Foster, 
break open the door— I am detained here by a 
traitor !— -Use axe and lever. Master Foster«*-I 
will be your warrant r 

^* It shall not heed, madam,^ Vamey was at 
length distinctly heard to say. '^ If you please to 
expose my lord'^s important concerns and your 
own to the general ear, I will not be your hin- 
drance." 

The door was unlocked and thrown open, and 
Janet and her father rushed in, anxious to learn 
the cause of these rdterated exclamations. 

When they entered the apartment, Varney stood 
by the door grinding his teeth, with an^ express 
sion in which rage, and shame, and fear, had each 
their share. The Countess stood in the midstof her 
apartment like a juvenile Pythoness, under the 
influence of the prophetic fury. The veins in her 
beautiful forehead started into swoln blue lines 
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through the hurried impulse of her articulation—- 
her cheek and neck glowed like scarlet-*-her eyed 
iverelike thoseof an imprisoned eagle, flashing red 
lightning on the foes whom it cannot reach with 
its talons. Were it possible for one of the Graces 
to have been animated by a' Fury, the Count©* 
nance could not have united such beauty with so 
much hatred, scorn, defiance, and resentment 
The gesture and attitude corresponded with the 
Toice and looks, and altogether presented a spec- 
tacle which was at once beautiful and fearful ; so 
much of the sublime had the energy of passion 
united with the Countess Amy^s natural loveli- 
ness. Janet, as soon as the door was open, ran to 
her mistress ; and more slowly, yet with more 
haste than he was wont, Anthony Foster went to 
Richard Varney. 

" In the Truih'*s name, what ails your lady- 
ship ?^ said the former. 

" What, in the name of Satan, have you done 
to her ?^ said Foster to his friend. 

" Who, I ? — ^nothihg,^ answered Varney, but 
with sunken head and sullen voice ; ^^ nothing 
but communicated to her her lord^s commandis. 
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which, if the lady list not to obey, she knows bet- 
ter bow to answer it than I may pretend to do.^ 

" Now, by Heaven, Janet P said the Countess, 
'< the false triutor lies in his throat ! He must needs 
lie, for he speaks to the dishonour of my noble 
lord— -he must needs lie doubly, for he speaks to 
gain ends of his own, equally execrable and un- 
attainable.^ 

^^ You have misapprehended me, lady,^ said 
Vamey, with a sulky species of submission and 
apology ; '* let this matter rest till your passion 
be abated, and I will explain all.^^ 

*' Thou shalt never have an opportunity to do 
so,^^ said the Countess.-—'^ Look at him, Janet. 
He is fairly dressed, hath the outside of a gen- 
tleman, and hither he came to persuade me it 
was my lord^s pleasure — ^nay, more, my wedded 
lord'^s commands, that I should go with him to 
Kenilworth, and before the Queen and nobles, 
and in presence of my own wedded lord, that I 
should acknowledge himr--Jiim there— -that very 
cloak-brushing, shoe-cleaning fellow— Aim there, 
my lord'^s lacquey, for my liege lord and hus- 
bapd; furnishing against myself, great God! 
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whenever I Was to dium my right and my rank^ 
suck weajmns as would hew my just churn from 
the root, and destroy my character to be regard- 
ed as an honourable matnm of the English nobi- 
lity r. 

^' You hear her, Fost^, and you, young maid- 
en, hear this lady,^ answered Vamey, taking 
advantage of the pause which the Countess had 
made in her charge, more for lack of breath than 
for lack of matter—" You hear that her beat only 
objects to me tbe course which our good lord, for 
the purpose to keep certain matters secret, sug- 
gests in the very letter which she holds in her 
hands."^ 

Foster here attempted to interfere with a face 
of authority, which he thought became the charge 
entrusted to him, " Nay, lady, I must needs say 
you are hasty in this — Such deceit is not utterly 
to be condenmed when practised for a righteous 
end ; and thus even the patriarch Abraham feign- 
ed Sarah to be his sister when they went down to 
Egypt." 

" Ay, sir," answered the Countess; " but 
God rebuked that deceit even in the father of his 
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diofen people, by the mouth of the heathen Pha- 
raoh. Out upon you, that will read Scripture on- 
ly to copy those things, irhidi are held out to us 
as warnings, not as ffmamples T 

^' But Sarah disputed not the will of her hus» 
band, an it be your pleasure,^ saidFoster, in re- 
ply ; ^' but did as Abraham commanded, calling 
hendf his nstcr, that it might be well with her 
husband for her sake, and that his soul might live 
because of her beauty.* 

^^ Now, so Heaven pardon me my useless an- 
ger,^ answered the Countess, *^ thou art as daring 
a hypocrite as yonder fellow is an impudent de- 
ceiver. Never will I believe that the noble Dud- 
ley gave countenance to so dastardly, so disfao- 
nourable a plan. Thus I tread on his infamy, if 
his indeed it be, and thus destroy its remembrance 
for ever I'' 

So saying, she tore in pieces Leicester's letter, 
and stamped, in the extremity of impatience, as 
if she would h^ve annihilated the minute frag-, 
ments into which she had rent it 

<* Beast witness,^ said Varney, collecting him- 
self, " she has torn my l(»*d^s letter, in order to 
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burthen me with the scheme of his devising ; and 
although it promises nought but danger and trou- 
ble to me, she would laj it to my charge, as if I 
had any purpose' of mine own in it.^ 

*^ Thou liest, thou treacherous slaved said 
Countess Amy, in sjHte of Janet^s attempts to 
keep her silent, in the sad foresight that her ve- 
hemence might only furnish arms against herself. 
" Thou liest,'' she continued — " Let me go, Ja^ 
net— Were it the last word I have to speak, he 
lies-^he had his own foul ends to seek ; and 
broader he would have displayed them, had my 
passion permitted me to preserve the silence which 
at first encouraged him to unfold his vUe pro* 
jects.'' 

" Madam,'' said Vamey, overwhelmed in spite 
of his effrontery, ** I entreat you to believe your- 
self mistaken." 

^^ As soon will I believe light darkness. Have 
I drank of oblivion? Do I not remember former 
passages, which, known to Leicester, had given 
thee the preferment of a gallows, instead of the ho- 
nour of his intimacy.— I would I were a man but 
for five minutes ! It if ere space enough to make a 
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cravea like thee confess his villainy. But go— 
begone — Tell thy master, that -when I take the 
foul course to which such scandalous deceits as 
thou hast recommended on his behalf must ne- 
cessarily lead me, I will give him a rival some- 
thing worthy of the name* ^He shall not be sup- 
planted by an ignominious lacquey, whose best 
fortune is to catch his master''s last suit of clothes 
ere it is thread-bare, and who is only fit to seduce 
a suburb-wench by the bravery of new roses in 
his master^^s old pantofles. Go, begone, sir — I 
scorn thee so much, that I am ashamed to have 
been angry with thee."*' 

Varney left the room with a mute expressioa 
of rage, and was followed by Foster, whose ap- 
pr^ension, naturally slow, was overpowered by 
the eager and abundant discharge of indignation, 
which, for the first time, he had heard burst from 
the lips of a being, who had seemed till that mo- 
ment too languid, and too gentle, to nurse an 
angry thought, or utter an intemperate expres- 
sion, Foster, therefore^ pursued Varney from 
place to place, persecuting him with interrogato- 
ries, to which the other replied not, until tliey 
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were in the opposite side of the quadrangle, and in 
the old library; with which the reader has ahreadj 
been made acquainted. Here he turned round on 
his persevering follower, and thus addressed him, 
in a tone tolerably equal ; that brief walk having 
been suf&dent to give one so habituated to com* 
mand his temper, time to rally and recover his 
presence of mind. 

** Tony,^ he said, with his usual sneering laugh, 
** it avails not to deny it. The Woman and the 
Devil, who, as thine oracle Holdforth will confirm 
to thee, cheated man at the beginning, have this 
dayprovedmorepowerfulthanmy discretion. Yon 
termagant looked so tempting, and had the art 
to preserve her counlenance so naturally, while I 
communicated my lord^s message, that, by my 
faith, I thought I might say some litde thing for 
myself. She thinks she hath my head under her 
girdle now, but she is deceived.— Where is Doc- 
tor Alasco f'^ 

*' In his laboratory,'' answered Foster; **it is 
the hour he is not spoken withal— we must wait 
till noon is past, or spoil his important— What 
said I important ? — I would say interrupt his di- 
vine studies.*' 
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" Ay, he studies the deviPs divinity,'' said Var- 
iiey,.-.^^ but T^hen I want him, one hour must 
suffice as well as another. Lead the way to his 
pandsBmonium." 

So spoke Vamey, and with hasty and perturb- 
ed steps followed Foster, who conducted him 
through private passages, many of which were 
well nigh ruinous, to the opposite side of the 
quadrangle, where, in a subterranean apartment, 
now occupied by the chemist Alasco, one of the 
Abbots of Abingdon, who had a turn for the oc- 
cult sciences, had, much to the scandal of his con- 
vent, established a laboratory, in which, like other 
fools of the time, he spent much precious time, 
and money besides, in the jmrsuit of the grand 
arcanum. 

Anthony Foster paused before the door, which 
was scrupulously secured within, and again shew- 
ed a marked hesitation to disturb the sage in his 
operations. But Vamey, less scrupulous, roused 
him, by knocking and voice, until at length, 
slowly and reluctantly, the inmate of the apart- 
ment undid the door. The chemist appeared, 
with his eyes bleared with the heat and vapours 
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of the stove or alembic over which he brooded, 
and the interior of his cell displayed the confused 
assemblage of heterogeneous substances, and ex« 
traordinary implements, belonging to his profes- 
sion. The old man was muttering, with spiteful 
impatience, " Am I for ever to be recalled to the 
affairs of earth from those of heaven T' 

" To the affairs of hell,^' answered Vamey, 
" for that is thy proper element*— Foster, we 
need thee at our conference.'' 

Foster slowly entered the room. Vamey, fol- 
lowing, barred the door, and they betook them* 
' selves to secret council. 

In the meanwhile, the Countess traversed the 
apartment, with shame and anger contending on 
her lovely cheek. 

" The villain," she said, *< the cold-blooded cal- 
culating slave ! — -But I unmasked him, Janet— I 
made the snake uncoil all his folds before me, and 
crawl abroad in his naked deformity— I suspend- 
ed my resentment, at the danger of suffocating 
under the effort, until he had let me see the very 
bottom of a heart more foul than helPs darkest 
comer. — And thou, Leicester, is it possible thou 



yGoogk 



S54 XENILWOBTH. 

couldst bid me for a moment deny my wedded 
right in thee, or thyself yield it to another ? But 
it is impos^ble— the viUatn has lied in all.— Ja- 
net, I will not remain here longer*— I fear hinn— 
I fear thy father— -I grieve to say it, Janet— but 
I fear thy father, and, worst of all, this odious 
Varney. I will escape from Cumnor.^ 

^^ Alas ! madam, whither would you fly, or by 
what means will you escape from these walls P^ 

'^ I know not, Janet,^ said the unfortunate 
yoUDg lady, looking upwards, and claiming her 
hands together, *^ I know not where I shall fly, 
or by what means ; but I am certain the God I 
have served will not abandon me in this dreadful 
crisis, for I am in the hands of wicked men,^ 

*^ Do not think so, dear lady,^ said Janet ; 
*^ my father is stern and strict in his temper, and 
severely true to his trust— but yet'*— — 

At this moment, Anthony Foster entered the 
apartment, bearing in his hand a glass cup, and 
a small flask. His manner was singular ; for, while 
approaching the Countess with the respect due to 
her rank, he had till this time sufiered to become 
visible, or had been unable to suppress, the ob-i 
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durate sulkiness of his natural dispo^tion, which, 
as is usual with those of his unhappy temper, was 
chiefly exerted towards those over whom drcum- 
stances gave him controul. But at present he 
shewed nothing of that sullen consciousness of au- 
thority which he was wont to conceal under a 
clumsy affectation of civility and deference, as a 
rufiian hides his pistols and bludgeon under his 
ill-fashioned gaberdine. And yet it seemed as if 
his smile was more in fear than in courtesy, and 
as if, while he pressed the Countess to taste of the 
choice cordial, which should refresh her spirits af- 
ter her late al^rm, he was conscious of meditating 
some farther injury. His hand trembled also, his 
voice faultered, and his whole outward behaviour 
exhibited so much that was suspicious, that his 
daughter Janet, after she had stood looking at 
him in astonishment for some seconds, seemed at 
once to collect herself to execute some hardy re^ 
solution, raised her head, assumed an attitude 
and gait of determination . and authority, and 
walking slowly betwixt her father and her mis- 
tress, took the salver from the hand of the former, 

5 
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and said in a low, but marked and decided tone, 
^* Father, I will fill for my noble mistress, wben 
such is her pleasure.*" 

" Thou, my child ?" said Foster, eagerly and 
apprehensively ; ^ no, my child— 4t is not thou 
shalt render the lady this service.^ 

** And why, I pray you,*" said Janet, " if it be 
fitting that the noble lady should partake of the 
cup at all P^ 

'< Why-^why," said the sieneschal, hesitating, 
and then bursting into passion, as the readiest 
mode of supplying the lack of all other reason— 
*' Why, because it is my pleasure, minion, that 
you should not— Get you gone to the evening 
lecture.'* 

*' Now, as I hope to hear lecture again,^ re- 
plied Janet, '^ I will not go thither this night, 
unless I am better assured of my mistress's safe* 
ty* Give me that flask, father ;''--*and she took it 
from his reluctant hand, while he resigned it as 
if conscience-struck—** And now,** she said, " fa- 
ther, that which shall benefit my mistress, can* 
not do me prejudice. Father, I drink to you." 
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Foster, without speaking a word, rushed on 
his daughter and wrested the flask from her hand ; 
then, as if embarrassed by what he had done, and 
totally unable'to resolve what he should do next, 
be stood with it in his hand, one foot advanced 
and the other drawn back, glaring on his daugh- 
ter with a countenance, in which rage, fear, and 
convicted villainy, formed a hideous combim^tion. 

^* This is strange, my father,^ said Janet, keep- 
ing her eye fixed on his, in the manner in which 
those who have the charge of lunatics are said to 
overawe their unhappy patients ; ** will you nei- 
ther let me serve my lady, nor drink to her my- 
self?^ 

The courage of the Countess sustained her 
through this dreadful scene, of which the impoit 
was not the less obvious that it was not even hint- 
ed at. She preserved even the rash carelessness 
of her temper, and though her cheek had grown 
pale at the first alarm, her eye was calm and al-. 
most scornful. " Will t/ou taste this rare cordial. 
Master Foster ? Perhaps you will not yourself 
tef use to pledge us, though you permit not Janet 
U> do so— Drink, sir, I pray you.'* 

VOL. II, a 
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> « I will noV Answered Foster. 
: <* And for whom, then, is the predous beverage 
resenred, ^r ?^ said the Countess. 

^' For the devil, who brewed it," answered Fos- 
ter ; and, turning onhis heel, he left the chamber. 

Janet looked at her mistress with a countenance 
expressive in the highest degree of shame, dis- 
H}ay, and sorrow* 

** Do not weep for me, Janet,'* said the Count- 
ess, kindly. 

<< No, madam,'' replied her attendant, in a 
voice broken by sobs, " it is not for you I weep, 
it is for myself —it is for that unhappy man. 
Those who are dishonoured before man— those 
who are condemned by God, have cause to mourn 
-^not those who are innocent ! —Farewell, ma- 
dam 1" she said, hastily assuming the mantle in 
which she was wont to go abroad. 

<* Do you leave me, Janet ?" said her mistress 
— " desert me in such an evil strait ?" 

" Desert you, madam !" exclaimed Janet ; and, 
running back to her mistress, she imprinted a 
thousand kisses on her hand— <^ desert you !— 
may the Hope of my trust desert me when I do 
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SO !— >No5 itiaddni ; well you said the Grod you 
senreWiIlopenyoua])athfoirdetfT»anc6* Tfafire 
is a way of escape ; I have pi^ayed night aod day 
for light, that I might see how to act betwixt my 
duty to yonder unhappy man, and that whidi I 
owe to you. Sternly and fearfuUy that light has 
now dawned, and I must not shut the door which 
God opens. — Ask me no more. I will return in 
brief space." 

So speaking, she wrapped herself in her mantle, 
and sajring to the old woman whom she passed 
in the outer room, that ebe was going to evening 
prayer, she left the houses 
' Meanwhile her father had reached once more 
the laboratory, where he found the acootaptices 
of his intended guilt. 

' ** Has the sweet bird sipped i*^ Sfdd Vamey, 
with half a smile ; while the astrologer put the 
same question with his eyes, but spoke not a 
word. 

*^ She has not, nor she shall not from my hands,^ 
replied Foster ; ** would you have me do murther 
in my daughter's presence ?" 
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"Wert thou not told, thou sullen and yet 
famt-hearted slave,^ answered Varney with bit- 
terness, " that iK> murthery as thou call'^st it, with 
that staring look and stammering tone, is de* 
signed in the matter ? Wert thou not told, that 
a bri^ illness, such as woman puts on in very 
wanionness, that slie may' wear her night-gear at 
noon, and lie on a settle when she should mind 
her domestic business, is all here aimed at F Here 
is a learned man will swear it to thee by the key 
of the Castle of Wisdom^' 

" I swear it,^ said Alasco, *^ that the elixir 
thou hast there in the flask will not prejudice 
life I I swear it by that immortal and indestruc- 
tible quintessence of gold, which pervades every 
substance in nature, though its secret existence 
can be traced by him only, to whom Tresmigistus 
renders the key of the Cabala.^ 

" An oath of force,'' said Vamey. " Foster, 
thou wert worse than a pagan to disbelieve it 
Believe me, moreover, who swear by nothing but 
my own word, that if you be not conformable, 
there is no hope, no, not a glimpse of hope, that 
this thy leasehold may be transmuted into a copy- 
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liold. Thus, Aksco will leave your pewter ar- 
tiQery untransmigrated, and I, hoaest Anthony, 
will still have thee for my tenant.^ 

** I know not, gentlemen,^ said Foster, ** where 
your designs tend to ; bat in one thing I am bound * 
up, — that, fall back fall edge, I will have one in 
this place that may pray forme, and that one shall 
be my daughter. I have Uved iU, and the wbrid 
has been too wdigfaty with me ; but she is as in« 
nocent as ever she was when on her motber^s lap, 
and she, at least, shall have her portion in that 
happy City, whose walls are of pure gold, and the 
foundations garnished with all manner of predous 
stones.^ 

^ Ay, Tony,** said Vamey, ** that were a para- 
dise to thy hearths content— ^Debate the matter 
with faim, Doctor Alasco; I will be with you 



So speaking, Vamey arose, and, taking the flask 
from the table, he left the room. 

'< I tell thee, my son,^ said Alasco to Foster, as 
soon as Varney had left them, <^ that whatever this 
bcdd and profligate railer may say of the mighty 
science, in which, by heaven'^s blessing, I havead* 
vanced so far, that I would not call the wisest c^ 
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Jdving artists my betteir or my teacher-^I say, howv 
soever yondiar reprobate may scoff at things too 
holy to be apprehended by mea merely of carnal 
and evil thoughts^ yet believe^ that the city beheld 
by St John, in Ihat bright vision of the Christian 
Apocalypse, that New Jerusalein, of which all 
Christian men hope to pajrtak^ selt« forth typif 
cally the dlsQov^ irf the Gi^ai^d.Sbobbt, where*- 
by the most precioQsand perfeet of nature^s works 
are elicited out of her basest and most crude pro? 
ductioins ; just as the light and gaudy butterfly, 
the most beautiful child oi the sumn^er^s breezff, 
breaks forth fncNoa the dungeon of a sordid chry^ 
salis.'' 

<< Master Holdforth said nimght of this expo- 
sition,^^ said Foster, dcMibtfully ; ^^ and mproovei'y 
Doctor Alasco, the {ioly WrOt says, that the 
gold and precious stones of the Holy City areia 
no sort for those who work abomination, ot who 
frame lies.*" 

f ^ Well, my son,^ aaid t}i& Doctor, ^^ and what 
is your inference from thence ?^ 

^< That those,"" said Foster, ^ who disial piitt* 
SOBS, and administiO' thaooi in^ secrecy, can have: 
no portion in iliose unspeakdble riches."" 
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'^ You are to distinguish, my sod,^ replied the 
alchemist, *^ betwixt that which is necessarily evil 
in its progress and in its end also, and that which 
being evil, is, nerertheless, capable of working 
forth good. If, by the death of one person, the 
happy period shall be brought nearer to us, in 
which all that is good shall be attained, by wish- 
ing its presence — all that is evil escaped, by desi*» 
ring its absence^ — ^in which dckness, and pain, and 
sorrow, shall be the obedient servants of human 
wisdom, and made to fly at the slightest signal of 
a sage,-^in which that which is now richest and 
rarest shall be within the compass of every one who 
shall be obedient to the voice of wi8dom,-^whe& 
the art of healing shall be lost and absorbed in 
the one universal medidne,— -when sages shall be»- 
come monarchs of the earth, and death itself re*- 
treat before their crown,-*— if tliis blessed consum- 
mation of all things can be hastened by the sli^t 
circumstance, that a frail earthly body, which must 
needs partake 0orruptLon, shall be consigned to 
the grave a short space earlier than in the coune 
of nature, what is sudt ^ sacrifice to the advance- 
meht of the' holy MiUenium P"^ . 
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*^ Millenium is the reign of the Saints^^ sidd 
Foster, somewhat doubtfully. 
. " Say it is the reign of the Sages, my son/' an- 
swered Alasco ; *^ or rather the reign of Wisdom 
itself;' 

' ^* I touched on the question with Master Hold* 
forth last exercising night,'' said Foster ; " but he 
says your doctrine is heterodox, and a damnaUe 
and false exposition.'' 

^^ He is in the bonds of ignorance, my son,^ 
answered Alasco, ^< and as yet burning bricks in 
Egypt ; or, at best, wandering in the dry desert 
of Sinai. Thou didst ill to speak to sudi a man 
of such matters. I will, however, give thee proof, 
ftnd that shortly, which I will defy that peevish 
divine to confute, though be should strive with 
me as the magicians strove with Moses before 
King Pharaoh. I will do projection in thy pre- 
sence, my son,— -^in thy very presence,— and thine 
eyes shall witness the truth." 

« St)pk to that, learned sage," said Vamey^ 
who at this moment entered the apartment ; ^^ if 
he refuse the testimony of thy tongue^ yet how 
shall he deny that of his own eyes ?" 
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returned ! Hast thou*" he stopped short. 

• ** Have I done mine errand, thou wouldst say," 
replied Vamey— *' Ihave !— And thou,'' he added, 
shewing more symptoms of interest than he had 
hitherto exhibited, " art thou sure thou hast pour- 
^ forth neither more nor less than the just mea- 
sure ?^ 

** Ay,** replied the alchemist^ *^ as sure as men 
can be in these nice proportions ; for there is di- 
-versity of constitutions." 

" Nay, then," swd Vamey, " I fear nothing. 
I know thou wilt not go a step farther to the de- 
vil than thou art justly considered for. Thou wert 
paid to create illness, and would esteem it thrift- 
less prodigality to do murther at the same price. 
Come, let us each to our chamber — We shall see 
the event to-morrow." 

** What didst thou do to make her swallow it ?" 
said Foster, shuddering. 

** Nothing," answered Vamey, *^ but looked 
on her with that aspect which governs madmen, 
women, and children. They told me, in Saint 
Luke's Hospital, that I have the right look for 
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oTerpowering a n&actoTy padent The keepers 
made me diar cpm{diments on^t; so I know how 
to win my bread, when my oourt-favour fails me.^ 

<< And art thou not afraid,* said Foster, << lest 
the dose be disproportioned ?^ 

^< If so,* replied Varney, ^^ she will but sleep 
the sounder, and the fear of that shall not break 
my rest Good night, my masters.* 

Anthony Foster groaned heavily, and lifted up 
his hands and eyes. The alchemist intimated his 
purpose to continue some experiment c^ high in^ 
port during the greater part of the night, and the 
others separated to their places of repose. 



yGoogk 



XBMII.WOSTU> 967. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Now God be good to me in this wild pilgjiinage ! 
All hope in human aid I cast behind me. 
Oh, who would be a woman ?•— who that Ibol, 
A weeping, pining, faithful, loving woman ? 
She hath hard measure still where she hopes kindest^ 
And all her bounties only make mgrates. 

Love's Pilgrimage* 

The summer evening W93 closeil, 4nd Janet, 
juBt when her longer $tay might have ooeasioned 
suspicion and inquiry in thitt jealous household, 
returned to Cumnor-FUce, and hastened to the 
apartment in whidi she had left her lady. She 
found her with her head resting on her arms, 
and these crossed upon a table which stood before 
her. As Janet came in, die neither looked iqp near 
stirred. 

Her faithful attendant ran to her nastreas with 
the speed ct lighting, and rousing her at the 
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same time with her hand, conjured the Countess 
in the most earnest manner to look up, and safy 
what thus affected her. The unhappy lady raised 
her head accordingly, and looking on her attend- 
ant with a ghastly eye, and cheek as pde as clay, 
** Janet," she said, " I have drank it." 

" God be prised !•' said Janet, hastily—** I 
mean God be praised that it is no worse— -the po- 
tion will not harm you. — ^Rise, shake this lethar- 
gy from your limbs, and this despur from your 
mind." 

" Janet," repeated the Countess again, " dis- 
turb me not— leave me at peace— let life pass 
quietly— I am poisoned." 

" You are not, my dearest lady," answered the 
medden eagerly—" What you have swallowed 
cannot injure you, and I hastened hither to tdl 
you that the means of escape are open to you." 

** Escape !" exclaimed the lady, as she raised 
herself hastily in her chair, while light returned 
to her eye and life to her cheek ; ** but ah ! Ja- 
net, it comes too late." 

" Not so, dearest lady — ^Bise, take, mine arm, 
walk through the apartment-^-Let not fimcy do 
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the work of poison !-~>So ; feel jou not now that 
you are possessed of the full use of your limbs ?^ 

" The torpor seems to diminish,^ said the 
Countess, as, supported by Janet, she walked to 
and fro in the apartment ; ^^ but is it then so, 
and have I not swallowed a deadly draught? 
Vamey was here since thou wert gone, and com-* 
manded me, with eyes in which I read my fate, 
to swallow yon horrible drug. O, Janet ! it must 
be fatal ; never was harmless draught served by 
such a cup-bearer !" 

" He did not deem it harmless, I fear,*" replied 
the maiden ; " but God confounds the devices of 
the wicked. Believe me, as I swear by the dear 
Gospel in which we trust, your life is safe from 
his practice. Did you not debate with him ?^ 

" The house was silent,'' answered the lady— 
** thou gone — no other but he in the chamber-— 
and he capable of every crime. I did but stipu- 
late he would remove his hateful presence, and I 
drank whatever he offered.— But you spoke of 
escape, Janet ; can I be so happy ?^ 

" Are you strong enough to bear the tidings, 
and make the effort ?" 
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<' Strong !"" answered the Couxitess--*^^ Ask the 
hind, when the fangs of thedeer-hound are stretch- 
ed to gripe her, if she is strong enough to spring 
tlie chasm. I am equal to every effort that may 
relieve me from this place.^ 

** Hear me then,^ said Janev '* One, whom I 
deem an assured friend of yours, has shewn him^ 
self to me in various disguises, and sought speech 
of tne, which,-^for my mind was not dear on the 
matter until this evening,— I have ever dedined. 
He was the pedlar who brought you goodfr— the 
itinerant hawker who sold me books—whenever 
I stirred abroad I was sure to see him. The 
event of this mght determined me to speak with 
him. He waits even now at the postern-gate of 
the park with means for your flight.-«-But have 
you strength of body ?---Have you courage of 
mind P'-^Can you undertake the enterprize ?^ 

<< She that flies from death,^ said the lady, 
<^ finds strength of body—^he that would escape 
from shame, lacks no strength of mind. The 
thoughts of leaving behind me the villain who 
menaces both my life and honour, would give me 
strength to rise from my death-bed.^ 
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" In Gk)d*s name then, lady," said Janet, " I 
must bid you adieu, and to God'^s charge I must 
commit you." 

" Will you not fly with me then, Janet ?" said 
the Countess, anxiously—** Am 1 to lose thee ? 
Is this thy faithful service ?" 

** Lady, I would fly with you as willingly as 
bird erer fled from cage, but my doing so would 
occasion instant discovery and pursuit, t must 
remain, and use meiUiB to disguise the truth for 
some time— May heaven pardon the falsehood, 
because of the necessity T 

** And am I then to travel alone with this 
stranger?" said the lady-—** Bethink thee, Janet, 
may not this prove some deeper and darker scheme 
to separate me perhaps from you, who are my only 
friend ?" 

** No, madam, do not suppose it," answered 
Janet, readily ; ** the youth is an honest youth 
in his purpose to you ; and a friend to Master 
Tressilian, under whose direction he is come hi* 
ther.'* 

** If he be a friend of Tressilian," said the Count- 
ess, ** I will commit myself to his charge, as to 
that of an angel sent from heaven ; for than Tressi- 
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lian, never breathed mortal man more firee of what- 
ever was base, false, or selfish. He forgot him- 
self whenever he could be of use to others— Alas ! 
and how was he requited T 

With eager haste they collected the few neces- 
saries which it was thought proper the Countess 
should take with her, and which Janet, with qpeed 
and dexterity, formed into a small bundle, not 
fcHTgetting to add such ornaments of intrinsic value 
as came most readily in her way, and particular- 
ly a casket of jewels, which she wisely judged 
might prove of service in some fiiture emergen- 
cy. The Countess of Leicester next changed her 
dress for one which Janet usually wbre'upon any 
brief journey , for they judged it necessary to avoid 
every external distinction which might attract at- 
tention. Ere these preparations were fully made, 
the moon h^d arisen in the summer heaven, and 
all in the retired mansion had betaken themselves 
to rest, or at least to the silence and retirement 
of their chambers. 

There was no difficulty anticipated in escaping, 
whether from the house or garden, providing only 
they could elude observation. Anthony Foster 



yGoogk 



KKNILWOftTn. S7S 

had accustomed htmself to conmder his daughter 
as a conscious sinner might regard a vimble guar- 
dian angel) which, notwithstanding his guilt, oon^ 
dnued to hover around him, and therefore bis 
trust in her knew no bounds. Janet commanded 
her own motions during the day-time, and had a 
master-key which opened the poetem-door of the 
park, so that she could go to the Tillage at plea- 
sure, either upon the household affairs, which 
were entirely confided to her managenient, or to 
attend her devotions at the meeting-house of bdr 
sect It is true, the daughter of Foster was diUB 
liberally entrusted, under the solemn eonditiqn 
that she should not avail herself of these privi^ 
leges, to do anything inconsistent with the safe- 
keeping of the Countess ; fbr so het residence lit 
Cumnor-Place had been termed, siniseshe begali 
of late to exhibit impatience of the restrictions' to 
which she was subjected. Nor is there reason to 
suppose, that any thing short of the dreadful sus- 
picions which the scene of that evening had exci- 
ted, could have induced Janet to have violati^ 
her word, or deceived her father'^s confidence. But 
VOL. ir. s 
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from what she had witnessed^ she now conceived 
herself not only justi€ed, but imperatively called 
upon to make her lady^s safety the principal ob- 
ject of her care^ setting all other considerations 
aside. 

The fugitive Countess with her guide were 
traversing with hasty steps the broken add inter- 
rupted path^ which bad once been an avenue^ now 
totally darkened by the boughs of spreading trees 
which met above their head, and now receiving a 
doubtful and deceiving light from the beams of the 
moon, which penetrated where the axe had made 
openings in the wood. Their path was repeatedly 
interrupted by felled trees^ or the large boughs 
which had been left on the ground till time served 
to make them into faggots and billets^ The in- 
convenience and difficulty attending these inter- 
ruptions^ the breathless haste of the first part of 
thdrtoute^ the exhausting sensations of hope and 
fear^ so much affected the Countess's strength, 
that Janet was forced to propose that they should 
pause for a few minutes to recover breath and spi- 
rits. Both therefore stood still beneath the sha- 
dow of a huge old gnarled oak-tree, and both na- 
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turally looked back to the mansion which they had 
left b^ind them, whose loiig dark frodt was seen 
in the gloomy distance, with its huge stalks of 
chimnies^ tilrrets, and clock-house, rising above 
the line of the roof, and definedly visible against 
the pure azure blue of the summer sky. One 
light only twinkled from the extended and sha- 
ddWy mass, lind it was placed so low that it rather 
seemed to glimmer from the ground in frotit of 
the mansion^ than from one of the windows. The 
Countesses terror was awakened.^** They follow 
us r she said) pointing out to Janet the light which 
thus alarmed her^ 

Less agitated than her mistress, Janet perceived 
that the gleam was stationary, and inf(»:med the 
Countess in a whisper, that the light proceeded 
from the solitary cell in which the alchemist pur- 
sued his occult experiments — " He is of those," 
she added, <^ who sit up and watch by night that 
they may commit iniquity^ Evil was the chance 
which sent hither a man, whose mixed speech of 
earthly wealth and unearthly or superhuman 
knowledge, has in it what does so especially cap- 
tivate my poor father. Well spoke the good 
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Master Holdforth— and, methought, not without 
meaning that those of our household should find 
therein a practical use. ^ There be those,^ he said, 
* and their number is legion, who will rather, like 
the wicked Ahab, listen to the dreams of the 
false prophet Zedechias, than to the words of him 
by whom the Lord has spoken/ And he further 
insisted^— ^ Ah, my brethren, there be many Ze- 
dechiases among you— men that promise you the 
light of their carnal knowledge, so you will sur- 
render to them that of your heavenly understand* 
ing. What are they better than the tyrant Naas, 
who demanded the right eye of those who were 
subjected to him ?^ and farther he insisted^^r— — 

It is uncertain how long the fair puritan^s me- 
mory might have supported her in the recapitu- 
lation of Master Holdforth^s discourse ; but the 
Countess now interrupted her, and assured her 
she was so much recovered that she could now 
reach the postern without the necessity of a se- 
cond delay. 

They set out accordingly, and performed the 
second part of their journey with more delibera- 
tion, and of course more easily, than the first 
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hasty coromencement. This gave them leisure 
for reflection ; and Janet now, for the first time, 
ventured to ask her lady, whidi way she {M-oposed 
to direct her flight. Receiving no immediate an* 
swer,«— -for perhaps, in the confusion of her mind, 
this very obvbus subject of deliberation had not 
occurred to the Countess,— -Janet ventured to add, 
" Probably to your father^s house, where you are 
sure of safety and protection?" 
. ** No, Janet,^ said the lady, mournfully, ** I 
left Lidcote-Hall while my heart was light and 
my name was honourable, and I will not return 
thither till my lord^s permission and public ac« 
knowledgment of our marriage restore me to my 
native home, with all the rank and honour which 
he has bestowed on me.**^ 

** And whither will you then, madam ?" sadd 
Janet 

<< To Kenilworth, girl," said the Countess, 
boldly and freely. ^^ I will see these revels— -these 
princely revels — ^the preparation for which makes 
the land ring from side to side. Methinks, when 
the Queen of England feasts within'my husband'^s * 
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halls, the Countess of Leicester should be no un- 
beseeming guest.'* 

*^ I pray Gk^d you may be a welcome one,** 
said Janet hastily. 

>* You abuse my situation, Janet,'' siud the 
Countess angrily, ** and you forget your own.** 

^^ I do neither, dearest madam,'^ said the sor- 
rowful maiden ; *^ but have you forgotten that 
the noble Earl has given such strict charges to 
keep your marriage secret, that he may preserve 
his court-faATour? and can you think that your 
sudden appearance at his castle, at such a June- 
ture, and In such a presence, will be acceptable to 
him?" 

^< Thou thinkest I would disgrace him,'' said 
the Countess ; — ** nay, let go my arm, I can walk 
without aid, and work without counsel." 

^^ Be not angry with me, lady," said Janet 
meekly, ^^ and let me still support you ; the road 
is rough, and you are little accustomed to walk 
in darkness." 

^* If you deem me not so mean as may disgrace 
my husband," said the Countess in the same re- 
sentful toncji ** you suppose my Lord of Leices- 
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ter capable of abetUng, perhaps of ^ving aim 
and authority to the base proceedings of your fa- 
ther and Yamey^ whose errand I will do to the 
goodEarL?* 

^^ For God^s sake, madam, spare my father in 
your report,*" said Janet ; " let my services, how* 
ever poor, be some atonement for his errors.^ 

" I were most unjust, dearest Janet, were it 
otherwise,^ said the Gountess, resuming at once 
the fondness and confidence of her npuuier to*- 
wards her faithful attendant, ^f Yes, Janet, not 
a word of mine shall do your father prejudice. 
But thou seest, my love, I have no desire but to 
throwmyself on my husband'^s protection. I have 
left the ahpde he assigned for me, because of the 
villainy of the persons by whom I was surround- 
ed—but I will disobey his commands in no oth^ 
particular. I will appeal to him alone — I will be 
protected by him alone— rTo no other, than at his 
pleasure, have I or will I communicate the secret 
union which combines our hearts and our desti- 
nies. I will see him, and receive from his own 
lips the directions for my future conduct Do not 
argue against my resolution, Janet ; you will only 
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oonfinxime init— And to own the truths I am re- 
solved to know my fate at once, and from my bus- 
band^8 own mouth, and to seek him at Kenilwordi 
is the surest way to attain my purpose.** 
• While Janet hastily revolred in her mind the 
difficulties and unoeftfiinttes attendant on the uiu 
fortunate lady^s dtuation, she was inclined to ak 
tephar first opinion, and to ibink, upon the whole, 
that tdnee the Countess had wididrawn herself 
from the r^tieat in which she had been placed by 
her husband, it washer first duty to repair to his 
presence, and possess him with the reasons of sudi 
conduct. She knew what importance the Earl at- 
tached to the concealment of their marriage, and 
could not but own, that by taking any step to 
make it public without his permission, the Coun- 
tess would incur, in a high degree, the indigna- 
tion of her husband. If she retired to her fathers 
house without an explicit avowal of her rank, her 
ntUation was likely greatly to prejudice her cha- 
racter, and if she made such an avowal, it might 
occasion an irreconcileable breach with her hus^ 
band. At Kenilworth, again, she might plead 
her cause with her husband himself, whom Js- 
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net, though distrusting blm more than the Coun- 
tess did, believed incapable of being accessary to 
the base and desperate means which his depend- 
ants, from whose power the lady was now esca- 
ping, might resort to, in order to stifle her com- 
plaints of the treatment she had received at their 
hands. But at the worst, and were the Earl him- 
self to deny her justiee and protection, still at Ke^. 
mhrorth, if she chose to make her wrongs pub- 
lic, the Countess might have Tressilian for her 
advocate, and the Queen for her judge, for so 
puch Janet had learned in her short conference 
with Wayland. She was, therefore, on the whole» 
reconciled to her lady^s proposal of going to- 
wards £eniIwortb, and so expressed'herself ; re- 
commending, however, to the Countess the ut- 
most caution in making her arrival known to her 
husband. 

<< Hast thou thyself been cautious, Janet?'' said 
the Countess ; ^< this guide, in whom I must put 
my confidence, hast thou not entrusted to him 
the secret of my condition ?^ 

^* From me he has learned nothing,^ said Ja- 
net, ^^ nor do I believe that he knows more than 
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what the public in general believe of your situa- 
tion.** 

<^ And what is that P"^ said the lady. 

** That you left your father^s house — but I 
shall offend you again if I go on,^ said Janet, in- 
terrupting herself. 

^ Nay, go on,* said the Countess ; ^^ I must 
learn to endure the evil report which my folly has 
brought upon me. They think, I suppose, that I 
have left my father*s house to follow lawless plea- 
sure-~It is an error which will soon be removed, 
—indeed it shall, for I will live with spotless fame^ 
or I shall cease to live. — I am accounted, then, 
the paramour of my Leicester f^ 

" Most men say of Varney," said Janet ; ^* yet 
some call him only the convenient doak of his 
master^s pleasures ; for reports of the profuse ex- 
pence in garnishing yonder apartments have se- 
cretly gone abroad, and such dcnngs far surpass 
the means of Varney. But ^his latter opinion is 
little prevalent ; for mad dare hardly even faint 
suspicion when so high a name is concerned, lest 
the Star-chamber should puniah them for scandal 
of the nobility.^ 
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<< They do well to speak low,"^ said the Coun- 
tess, '^ who would mention the illustri9U8 Dudley 
as the accomplice of such a wretch as Varney^-p- 
We have reached the postern— Ah ! Janet, I must 
bid Uiee farewell!-^ Weep not, my good girl,^ said 
she, endeavouring.to cover her own reluctance to 
part with her faithful attendant under an attempt 
at plajrfulness, ^^ and against we meet again, ror 
form me, Janet, that precise ruff of thine for an 
open rabatine <^ lace and cut work, that will let 
men see thou hast a fair neck ; and that kirtle of 
Philippine chency, with that bugle lace which 
befits only a chamber-maid, into three-piled vel- 
vet and cloth of gold«-*-thou wilt find ][Jenty of 
stuffs in my chamber, and I freely bestow them 
on*you. Thou must be brave, Janet ; for though 
thou art now but the attendant of a distressed and 
errant lady, who is both nameless and fameless, 
yet, when we meet again, thou must be dressed as 
becomes the gentlewoman nearest in love and in 
service to the first Countess in England.'* 

" Now, may Grod grant it, dear lady !— not that 
I may go with gayer apparel, but that we may 
both wear our kirtles over lighter hearts.^ 
11 
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By this time the lock of the postern-door had, 
after some bard wrenching, yielded to the master* 
key; and the Countess, not without internal 
sliuddering, saw herself beyond the walls which 
her husband'^s strict commands had assigned to 
her as the boundary of her walks. Waiting with 
much anxiety for their appearance, Wayland 
Smith stood at some distance, shrouding himself 
behind a hedge which bordered the high-road. 

<^ Is all safe ?^ said Janet to him, anxiously, 
as he approached them with caution. 

** AH," he replied ; ** but I have been unable to 
procure a horse for the lady. Giles Gosling, the 
cowardly hilding, refused me one on any .terms ; 
lest, forsooth, he should suiFer— but no matter. 
She must ride on my palfrey, and I must walk by 
her side until I come by another horse. There 
will be no pursuit, if you, pretty Mistress Janet, 
ibrget not thy lesson." 

<^ No more than the wise widow of Tekoa for- 
got the words which Joab put into her mouth," 
answered Janet. ^^ To-morrow, I say that my 
lady is unable to rise." 

^^ Ay, and that she haUi aching and heaviness 
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of the head-»a throbbing at the heart, and lists 
not to be disturbed. — Fear not, they will take 
the hint, and trouble thee with few. questions— 
they understand the disease.^** 

** But,^ said the lady, ^^ my absence must be 
soon disporered, and they will murther her in re- 
venge. — I will rather return than expose her to 
nuch da^iger.*" 

^^ Be at ease on my account, madam,^ said 
Janet ; " I would you were as sure of receiving 
the favour you denre from those to whom you 
must make appeal, as I am that my father, how- 
ever angry, will suffer no harm to befal me.^ 

The Countess was now placed by Wayland 
upon his horse, around the saddle of which he 
had placed his cloak, so folded as to make her a 
commodious seat. 

*^ Adieu, and may the blessing of God wend 
with you !^ said Janet, again kissing her mistresses 
hand, who returned her benediction with a mute 
caress. They then tore themselves asunder, and 
Janet, addressing Wayland, exclaimed, " May 
Heaven deal with you at your need, as you are 

10 
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true or false to this most injured and most helpu 
less ladj i*^ 

** Amen ! pretty Janet,^ replied Waykod ;-i— 
" and believe me, I will so acquit myself of my 
trust, as may tempt even your pretty eyes, siunt- 
like as they are, to look less scornfully on me 
when we next meeti** 

The latter part of this adieu was whispered in- 
to Janef s ear ; and, although she made no reply 
to it directly, yet her manner, influenced no doubt 
by her desire to lekve every motive in force whieh 
could operate towards her mistresses safety, did 
not discourage the hope which Wayland^s words 
expressed. She re-entered the postern-door, and 
locked it behind her^ while Wayland, taking the 
horse^s bridle in his hand, and walking close by 
its head, they began in silence their dubious and 
moonlight journey. 

Although Wayland Smith used the utmost 
dispatch which he could make, yet this mode of 
travelling was so slow, that when morning began 
to dawn through the eastern mist, he found him- 
self not farther than about ten miles distant from 
Cumnor. " Now, a plague upon all smooth- 
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spoken hosts T said Wayland^ unable longer to 
suppress his mortification and uneasiness. '^ Had 
the false loOn, Giles Gosling, but told me plain- 
ly two days since^ that I was to reckon nought 
upon him, I had shifted better for myself. But 
they have such a custom of promising whaterer 
is called for, that it is not till the steed is to be 
shod you find they are out of iron. Had I but 
known, I could have made twenty shifts ; nay, for 
that matter, and in so good a cause, I would have 
thought little to have prigged a prancer frcnn the 
next common— it had but been sending back the 
brute to the Headborough. The farcy and the 
founders confound every horse in the stables of 
the Black Bear T 

The lady endeavoured to comfort her guide^ 
observing^ that the dawn would enable him to 
make more speed. 

" True^ madamj^ replied he ; " but then, it 
will enable other folks to take note of us, and that 
may prove an ill beginning of our journey. I had 
not cared a spark from anvil about the matter^ 
had we been farther advanced on our way. But 
this Berkshire has been notoriously haunted eVr 
since I knew the country, with that sort of mali- 
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cious elves, who Bit up late and rise early, for no 
other purpose than to pry into other folks affiurs. 
I have been endangered by them ere now. But 
do not fear,^ he added, ^^ good madam ; for wit, 
meeting with opportunity, will not miss to find a 
salve for every sore.'' 

The alarms of her guide made more impres- 
sion on the Countess's mind than the comfort 
which he judged fit to administer along with it. 
She looked anxiously around her, and as the sha- 
dows withdrew from the landscape, and the height- 
ening glow of the eastern sky promised the speedy 
rise of the sun, expected at every turn that the 
increasing light would expose them to the view 
of the vengeful pursuers, or present some dan- 
gerous and insurmountable obstacle to the prose- 
cution of their journey. Wayland Smith percri- 
ved her uneasiness, and, displeased with himself 
for having given her cause of alarm^ strode on 
with afiected alacrity, now talking to the horse as 
one expert in the language of the stable, now 
whistling to himself low and interrupted snatches 
of tunes, and now assuring the lady there was no 
danger, while at the same time he looked sharp- 
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ly around to see that there was nothing in sight, 
which might ^ve the lie to his words while they 
were issuing from his mouth. Thus did they 
journey on, until an unexpected incident gave 
them the means of continuing their pilgrimage 
with more speed and convenience. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

i?idMM^ A hone 1--4I licme I---my Idngdom to 
CateJbiff, My lord. 111 help yoa to a hone. 

Bk^ardlll. 

Our trayeUers were in the act of pamng a small 
thicket of trees close by the road-aide^ when the 
first living being presented himself whom they 
had seen since thdr departure from Cumnor- 
Place. This was a stupid lout, seemingly a farm- 
er's boy, in a grey jerkin, with his head bare, his 
hose about his' heels, and huge startups upon his 
feet He held by the bridle what of all things they 
most wanted, a palfrey, namely, with a side-^uid- 
dle, and all other garniture for a woman's mount- 
ing ; and he hailed Wayland Smith with, '< Zur, 
be ye zure the party ?^ 

** Ay, that I be, my lad,'' answered Wayland, 
without an instant's hesitation ; and it must be 
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owned that oonscieiices, troiiied in a stricta: school 
of morality, might have ^ven way to an occasion 
so tempting. While he spoke he caught the rein 
out of the boy^s hand, and ahnost at the same 
time helped down the Coimtess from his own 
horse, and mded her to mount on that wbidi 
diaace had thus presented fikr her aoceptanoe» In^ 
deed, so naturally did the whole take place, diat 
the Countess, as it aft^wards appeared, never 
suspected but what the horse had been placed 
tho-e to meet them by the precaution of the 
guide or some of his friends. 

The lad, however, who was thus hastily dism 
possessed of his charge, began to stare hard, and 
scratch his head, as if seized with some qualms of 
eonscienoe f(» delivering up the animal on such 
brief explanaUon.«~<< I be right zure thoa be^st 
the party,^* said be, mutteiring to himself, *^ but 
thou riiouldst ha-zaid BeoMy thou knawV,^ 

^^ Ay, ay,^ said Wayland, speaking at a voi* 
ture; <^ and thou Bacons thou kn^w^st.^ 

<* Noa, noa,^.said the lad ; ** bide ye— bide ye 
^t was Pease y^ should ha said.^ 
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" Well, well,'' answered Way land, " pease be 
it, a' GcmI'b name, though bacon were the better 
password.'' 

' And, beii^ by this time mounted on his own 
horse, he caught the rein of the palfrey from 
the uncertain hold of die hesitating young boor, 
flung, him a small piece of money, and made 
amends for lost time by riding briskly off i»thout 
fardier parley. The kd was still yiidUe from* die 
hill up whidbi they were riding, and Wayland, as. 
he looked back, beheld him standing with his 
fingers in his hair as immoveable as a guide-post, 
and his head turned in the direction in which they 
were escaping from him. At length, just as they 
topped the hill, he saw the clown stoop to lift up 
the «lver groat which his beneyolence had impart- 
ed. — ^ Now this is what I call a Godsend," smd 
Wayland ; " this is a bonny well-ridden bit of a 
going thing, and it will carry us so far till we get 
you as well mounted, and then we will send it 
back to satisfy the Hue and Cry." 

But he was deceived in his expectations; and 
fate, which seemed at first to promise so fairly. 
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soon threatened to turn the incident, which he 
thus gloried in, into the cause of their utter ruin. 

They had not ridden a short mile from the 
place where they left the lad, before theyTieard 
a man^s voice shouting on the wind behind themy 
** Robbery I robbery !— Stop thief !^ and similar 
exclamations, which Wayland^s conscience readily 
assured him must arise out of the transaction to 
which he had been just accessary. 

" I had better have gone barefoot all my life,'* 
he said ; ^^ it is the Hue and Cry, and I am a lost 
inan. Ah ! Wayland, Wayland, many a thne thyi 
father said horse-flesh would be the death of thee. 
Were I once safe among the horse-coursers in 
Smithfield, or Turnball Street, they should haver 
leave to hang me as high as St Faurs, if I e?er: 
meddled more with nobles, knights, or gentle^ 
women." 

Amidst these dismal reflections, he turned his 
head repeatedly to see by whom he was chased,^ 
and was much comforted when he could only dit^ 
cover a single rider, who was, however, well 
mounted, and came after them at a speed which> 
left them no chance of escaping, even had the 
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ladj*s strength pennitted her to ride as fast as 
her palfrey ought hare been able to gallop. 

^< Tfaore may be £ur play betwixt us sure/' 
thought Wayland, ^< where there is but one .mail 
oa each aide» and yonder fdlow ats on his horse 
more like a monkey than a cayaher. Pshaw 1 if it 
oome to the worst, it will be easy unhorang him« 
Nay^^snaalsl I thinkhishorae will take the matter 
in his own hand, for he has the bridle betwixt his 
teeth* OonsywhatcarelforhimPsttdhe^asthe 
pursuer drew yet nearer ; <^ it is but the little am« 
mal of a mercer from Abingdon, when all iaovar.^ 

Even so it was, as the experienced eye of Way-^ 
land had descried at a distance. For the valiant 
meroer^s horse, which was a beast of mettle, feeU 
ing himself put to his speed, and disceniing a 
couple of l^orses riding fast, at some hundred 
yards distance before him, betook himself to ^. 
road with such alacrity, as totally deranged the 
seat of his rider, who not only came up with, but 
passed, at.fuU.gallop, .fhose wlMxn. he -had been 
pursuing, pulling the reins ^th all his might, and 
ejaculating, '^ Stop ! stop T an interjection whidi 
seemed rather to r^;ard.hi& own palfiey, than 
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what seaiiien call ^^ the etme.^ Wkh: the tiamft 
involuntary q^eed^heshot aJie^}, (to iiee amMhec 
nautibai phrase) aboitt a f nrlong* «re he w0$ able 
to itop and tinrn his hvne^ and ^n irode twk 
towaids our tniYeUa:$^: adjuatipg^ ask irell f^ be 
collide his disordered d]eesa» resetdijig Uloftsdf in 
the saddle^ andendeaYourag to substitute a bold 
and martial fiNxma, few the ooolupon ftad di^^P^ 
which sate upon his visage dui^g his jnVolUQ*. 
tary cdreer. 

Waylmd had jnst time toi eau^li the lady 
not to be ahotned, adding^ <* this £dk>W' is a guU^ 
and I will: use him as such."^ ; 

When the mercer had recovered breath Md 
audacity enough to oooffont Aem/he ordered 
Waylandy in amenaong tone,' to deliv^ up his 
palfrey, 

^^ How?^ said the aoath^ in King Cambyfies*^ 
veini ^^ are we cominanded to stand and ddiver/ 
on the King^s hig^-way ? . Then out^ Excalibar^ 
and tell this knight of prowess^ that dire .blowd 
must dedde between us.^ 

^ flaxo and help> and hue and cry^ every 
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true rtan !^ said the mercer; " I am withstood in 
seeking to recover mine own.^ 
• " Thou swearest thy Gods in vain, foul pay- 
nim,'* said Way land, '^for I will through with 
my purpose, were death at the end otft. Never- 
theless, know, thou false man of frail cambric and 
ferrateen, that I am he, even the pedlar, whom 
thou didst boast to meeton Maiden*castle*moor, 
and despoil of his pack; wherefore, betake thee 
to thy weapons presently.'' 

^< I spoke but in jest, 'man,'' said Goldthred ; 
<^ I am an honest shopkeeper and citizen, who 
scorn to leap forth on any man &om behind a 
hedge." 

>^ Then, by my &ith, most .puissant mercer, I 
am sorry for my vow, which was,; that wherevar 
I met thee, I would despoil thee of thy palfrey, 
and bestow it upon my leman j unless thou couldst 
defend it by blows of force. But the vow is pass- 
ed and regii^tered— *and all I can do for thee, is 
to leave the. horse at Donnangton, in the nearest 
hostelrie." 

"But I tell thee, friend," said the mercer, *^ it 
is the very horse on which I was this day to carry 
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Jane Thaekhanr, of Shottesbrok, as far as the pa- 
rish-church yonder, to become Dame Goldthred. 
She hath jumped out of the shot-window of old 
,Gafter Thackham^s grange ; and lo ye, yonder she 
stands, at the place where she should have met 
the palfrey, with her camlet riding-doak, and 
ivory-'handled whip, like a picture of Lot's wife. 
I pray you, in good terms, let me have back the 
palfrey.^ 

•* Grieved am I,'* said Wayland, ** as much 
for the fair damsel, as for thee, most noble imp of 
muslin. But vows must have their course— thou 
wilt find the palfrey at the Angel yonder at Don- 
nington. It is all I may do for thee, with a safe 
conscience.^ 

" To the devil with thy conscience r siaid the 
dismayed mercer—" Would'st thou have a bride 
walk to church on foot ?'' 

" Thou may'st take her on thy crupper, Sir 
Goldthred,^ answered Wayland ; ^* it will take 
down thy steed'^s mettle.'" 

" And how if you — ^if you forget to leave my 
horse, as you propose ?"' said Goldthred, not with- 
out hesitation, for his soul was afrmd within him,. 
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*^ My paek shaU be pkdged for iu^yondcr it 
lies with Giles Crosliiig, ih his chamher with the 
damasked leatbem faangingB^' stiified fuU with 
velitet, single, douUe, tid>le>piled--H»8b-talfeta, 
and pagapa i Bhag, damask, and moclmdo, plush, 
and grogcam*— --*- 

^ Hold ! hcdd r exdaimed the mercer ; << nay, 
if there be, in truth and sineerity , but the half 
of these wares— but if ever I trust bumpkin wiA 
bon»y Bayard again P 

^ As you list for that, good'Master Ckdcbhred^ 
and so good' norrov to you<«-«nd well parted,^ 
he added, ri^ng ea dieerfully with the lady, 
\diile the disooimtenanced mercer rode bade tnu<^ 
slower than he came, pondering what excuse he 
dKHild make to tbedisappoiated bride, who stbod 
waiting for her gallant groom m the midst of the 
king^s high-way. 

^< Methought,^ said the lady, as they rode on, 
yonder- £9ol stared at me, as if he had some to* 
monbrance of me ;'yet I kept my muffler as high 
as I mi^t^ 

<' If I thought so,"* said Waylaad, «< I would 
ride back, and out him over the pate— there would 
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be no fear of hanmjog hU braiiis>for he aeTer hfid 
so mu<di as would make piq[> to asuduog gosling. 
We must now push on, howeveiv and at Domung^ 
ton we will leave theoaTs horse, that he may, have 
no farther temptation to pursue us^ andeadea* 
your to assume such a change of shape as may 
baffle his pursuit, if he should persevere init^ 

The travellers reached Bonnington without 
farther a]arm> wheTf^ it became matter of neees- 
Atj that the Countess should eiyoy two or three 
hours repose during \fhich Way land, disposed 
himself^ with equal address and alacrity, to carry 
through. tho0Q measure onwhich the safety of 
their future journey seemed to depend. 

Exchanging hia p^dlar^sgaberdine for a smocks 
hook, he carried the palfirey of Goldthred to the 
Angel Inn, which, was at the other end of the 
village from that where our travellers had taken 
up thar quarters. In the progress of the morn* 
ing, as he travell^ about his other business, he 
saw the steed brought forth, and delivered to the 
cutting mercer himself, who, at the head of a va* 
lorous posse of the Hue and Cry, came to rescue 
by force of arms what was delivered to him with* 
out any other ransom than the price ot a huge 
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quantityof ale, drunk out by his asiastaiite, thirsty, 
it would seem, with their walk, and ooiK^ming 
the price of which Master Goldthred had a fierce 
dispute with the Headborough,whom:he had sum* 
moned to aid him in raising the country. 

Having made this act of prudent, as well as 
just restitution, Wayland procured such change 
of apparel for the lady, as well as himself, as 
gave them both the appearance of country peo- 
ple of the better class ; it being farther resolved, 
that, in order to attract the less observation, she 
should pass upon the road for the sister of her 
guide. A good, but not a gay horse, fit to keep 
pace with his own, and genUe enough for a lady^s 
use, completed the preparations for the journey ; 
for making which, he had been furnished with 
sufficient funds by Tressilian. And thus, about 
noon, after the Countess had been refreshed by 
the sound repose of several hours, they resumed 
their journey, with the purpose of making the 
best of their way to Kenilworth, by Coventry 
and Warwick. They were not, however, desti-i 
ned to travel far, without meeting some cause of 

apprehension. yff^T^ 

A, .'..'•-■■-w.-t^--' 
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it lis necessary to premise, that the landlord 
of the inn had informed them, a jovial party, in- 
tended, as he understood, to present some of the 
masques or mummeries, which made apart of the 
entertainment with which the Queen was usually 
welcomed on the royal Progresses, had left the vil- 
lage of Donnington an hour or two before them, 
in-order to proceed to Kenilworth. Now it had 
occurred to Wayland, that, by attaching them- 
selves in some sort to this gi*oupe, as soon as they 
should overtake them on the road, they would be 
less likely to attract notice, than if they eontihued 
to travel entirely by themselves. He communi- 
cated his idea to the Countess, who, only anxious 
to arrive at Kenilworth without interruption, left 
him free to chuse the manner in which this was 
to be accomplished. They pressed forward their 
horses, therefore, with the purpose of overtaking 
the party of intended revellers, and making the 
journey in their company ; and had just seen the 
little party, consisting partly of riders^ partly of 
people on foot, crossing the summit of a gentle 
hill, at about half a mile^s distance, and disap- 
pearing on the other side, when Wayland, who 



yGoogk 



30St KBNILWOBTH. 

maintained the most circumspect obsenratioii of 
all that met his eye in every direction^ was aware 
that a rider was coming up behind them on a horse 
of uncommon action, accompanied by a serving 
man, whose utmost eff(»rts were unable to keep 
up with his master's trotting hackney, and who, 
therefoxe, was fain to follow him at ahand gallop. 
Wayland looked anxiously back at these horse- 
men, became considemUy disturbed in his man* 
ner, looked back again, and became pale, as he 
said to tiie lady-^^ That is Richard Vamey^s 
trotting gelding^^-^I would know him among a 
thousand nags-— 'this is a worse business than 
meeting tifie mercer.^ 

^ Draw your sword," answered the lady, " and 
{Herce my bosom with it, rather than I should 
fall -into his hands.^^ 

^ I would rather by a thousand times," aiw 
swered Wayland, ^^ pass it through his body, or 
even mine oym. But to say truth, fighting is not 
my .best point, though I can look ou cold iron 
like another, when needs must be. And indeed, 
as for my sword— ^put on I pray you)— 4t is a poor 
provant rapier, and I warrant you he has a special 
9 
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I'oledo. He has a serving man too, aiid I think 
it is the dranken ruffian Lamboume, upon the 
horse on which men say— (I pray you heartily 
to put on)— he did the great robbery of the west- 
country grader. It is not that I fear either Var- 
ney or Lamboume in a good cause— (your paL 
frey will go yet faster if you urge him)— But yet 
— (nay» I pray you let him not break off into the 
gallop, lest they should see we fear them, and 
give chace— keep him only at the full trot,) — But 
yet, though I fear them not, I would we were 
well rid of them, and that rather by policy than 
by violence. Could we once reach the party be- 
fore us, we may herd among them, and pass un«- 
observed, unless Vamey be really come in express 
pursuit of us, and then, happy man be his dole.^ 

While he thus spoke, he alternately urged and 
restimned his horse, desirous to maintain the fleet- 
est pace that was consistent with the idea of an 
ordinary journey on the rood, but to avoid such 
ra{Hdity of movement as might give rise to sus« 
picion that they were flying. 

At such a pace, they ascended the gentle hill 
we have mentioned, and, looking from the top, 
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had the pleasure to see thatthe party which had 
left DoDniDgton before them, were in the little 
valley or bottom on the other side, where the 
road was traversed by a rivulet, beside which was 
a cottage or two. In this place they seemed to 
have made a pause, which gave Wayland the 
hope of joining them, and becoming a part of thar 
company, ere Vamey should overtake them. He 
was the more anxious, as his companion, though 
she made no complaints, and expressed no fear, 
began to look so deadly pale, that he was afraid 
she might drop from her horse. Notwithstanding 
this symptom of decaying strength, she pushed 
on her palfrey so briskly, that they jcnned the 
party in the bottcwn of the valley, ere Vamey 
appeared on the top of the gentle eminence which 
they descended. 

They found the company to which they meant 
to associate themselves in great disorder. The wo^ 
men with dishevelled locks, and looks of great im^ 
portance, ran in and out of one of the cottages, 
and the men stood around holding the horses, and 
looking silly enough, as is usual in cases where 
their asiustance is not wanted. 
8 
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Way land and fats charge pausied^ as if out of 
curiosity, and then gradually^ without making 
any inquiries, or being asked any questions, they 
mingled with the groupe, as if they had always 
made part of it. 

They had not stood there above five minutes, 
anxiously keeping as much to the side of the 
road as possible, so as to place the other travel- 
- lers betwixt them arid Varney, when Lord Lej- 
cester'^s master of the horse, followed by Lam-* 
bourne, came riding fiercely down the hill, their 
horses^ flanks and the rowels of their spurs shew- 
ing bloody tokens of the rate at which they tra^ 
.veiled. The appearance of the stationary groupe 
.around the cottages, wearing their buckram suits 
in order to f»lotect their masquing dresses, having 
their light cart for transporting their scenery, i^nd 
^carrying various fantastic properties in theirhands 
for the more easy conveyance, let the riders at 
once into the chiirftcter and purpose of the com- 
,pany. 

** You are revelers,*" said Varney, " designing 
for Kenilworth?'' 

VOL. IL U ' 
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** Recte quident, VonUm speetaiiisime,^ answer- 
ed one of the party. 

^^ And wby the devil stand you here,^ said 
Varaey, *' when your utmost dispatch will but 
bring you to Kenilworth in time ? The Queen 
dines at Warwick to-morrow, and you loiter here, 
ye knaves,'" 

*< In very truth, tir,^ said a little diminutivie 
urchin, wearing a vizard with a couple of sprout- 
ing homs <^ iin^egant scarlet bue, having mon- 
over « black serge jerkin drawn close to liis bo- 
ily by lacing, garnished with red stockings, and 
lihoes so shaped as to resemble dfoveti feet,—-** in 
very 'truth, sir, and you are in the right on'^t It is 
tny father the DevH, wlio, being taken in labour^ 
bais delayed our present purpose, by increasing 
our company with sn imp too many.^ 

** The devil he has r answered Vamey, whose 
laugh, however, never exceeded a sarcastic smile. 

** It is even as the juv^enal hath ssud,^ added 
the masquer who spoke first ; ** our major devil, 
for this is but our miiKMr one, Is even now at £u- 
cinajer cpem, within that very t^^urium.'^ 

** By Saint George, or rather by thcf Dri^on, 
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a most comical chancer said Varney. " Howsay« 
est thou, Lamboui?ne, wilt thou ^taiid godfather 
for the nooce ?-i-if the <|pvil were tp chuse ^ goii- 
dpy I know no one i^pre fit for tl^ plQ^ce,^ 

<^ Savijag always whea my betters a^Q 'm prg-r 
sence,^ said Lambpurn^e, with the /civ jl ippuxji^iic^ 
o£ a servant who knpw/9 bis services to I^e jsp iQt 
dispensable, that his jest will b« permitted tp p^9 
muster. 

^^ And what is the name of t^i^ devil or d^viPs 
dam, who has timed her turi^s sp 9trang^ly ?^ said 
Vamey. " We can ill afford tp 4$pare any of ouy 
actors."' 

" Gaudet nomine SyblBde^'^ said the first $peakr 
er, <* she is called Sybill Xianehayn, wife of Mas- 
ter Richard Laneham^— r-* 

^< Clerk to tbe CouncilHebfimbepr ^fx^f'^ m4^ 
Yarney ; ^^ why she is in^xeufiable, haying bad 
experience how io have ondered her matters betr 
ter. But who were those, a man and 9, wpmcoi jE 
thipk, who rode so hastily up the hill before me 
even now tr^o they belong to your company ?^ 

Waylaiod was abpul to hazard a i»ply to tbU 



yGoogk 



308 KEKfLWORTH. 

alarming inquiry, when the little diaUlotin again 
thrust in his oar. 

*^ So please you,^ he said, coming close up to 
Varney, and speaking so as not to be overheard 
by his companions, ^* the man was our devil ma* 
jor, who has tricks enough to supj^ly the lack of 
a hundred such as Dame Laneham ; and the wo« 
maii — ^if you please-^is the sage person whose as- 
sistance is most particularly necessary to our di$« 
tressed comrade.*" 

*^ Oh, what, you have got the wise woman then ?^ 
saidVamey. ^^WhytrulyySherode like one bound 
to a place where she was needed-^ And you have 
a spare limb of Satan, besides, to supply the place 
of Mistress Laneham ?^ 

" Ay, sir,'* said the boy, " they are not 90 
scarce in this world as your honour's virtuous 
eminencewoiild suppose-— This master-fiend shall 
spit a few flashes of fire, and ^uct a volume or two 
of smoke on the spot, if it will do you pleasurer— 
you would think he had ^tna in his abdomen,*" 

^^ I lack time just now, most hopeful imp of 
'darkness, to witness his perfoimance,? siud Var- 
ney ; ^^ but here is soinething for you all to drink 
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thfe lucky hour— ^dtid 8o,'a6 tlie play says, ^ God 
,be with your labour !**• . . , 

Thus speaking, he struck his horse with the 
spurs, and rode' on his: way. 

Lambourne tarried a moment or two behind 
Jiid master, and rummaged his pouch for a piece 
of silver, which he bestowed on the communica* 
tive imp, as he said, for his encouragement on his 
path to the infernal regions, some sparks ofjffhose 
fire, he scud, he could discover flashing from him 
ahready. Then having received the boy'^s thanki( 
for his generosity, he also spurred his horse, and 
rode after his master as fast as the fire flasheai 
from flint. , 

" And now^**. said the wily imp, ^deling clos^^ 
up to Wayland'^s horse, and cutting a gambol m 
the air, which seemed to vindicate his title to re- 
lationship with the prince of that element, *^ I, 
have told them who you are, do you in return tell- 
me who /am ?*** 

" Either Flibbertigibbet,^ answered Way land' 
Smith, " or else an imp of the devil in good ear-: 
nest.** 

" Thou hast hit it,'' answered Dickie Sludge ; 
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^* t am thihe oWn Fiibbettlgibbefe, matt ; and I 
have broken forth of bounds, along with tny leaHi- 
fed preceptor, as 1 told thfee 1 would do, whether 
he would or not. — But Whfct lady hast thou got 
^thi thee ? I saw thou wert at fault the first ques- 
tibn was asked, and so I drew up for thy assist*- 
anee. But I must know all who she is> dear Way-*. 
land.'' 

" Thou shalt know fifty finer things, my dedt 
ingle,'' said Way land ; « but a truce to thine in^ 
quiries just now; and since you ate bound for 
ICenilworth, thither Will I too, even for the love 
of thy sweet face and waggish company." 

^* Thou should'st have said my wag^sh face 
and sweet company," sdid Dickie ; " but how wilt 
thou travel with us—^I meAU in what character f 

** E'en in that thou h)ast assignfed me^ to be 
sUre-— as a jUgglet ; thou know'st I ani used to 
the eraift," answered Wayland. 

*^ Ay, but the lady ?" answered Flibberligib^ 
bet ; " credit me, I Ihiiik she «^6ne, and thou art 
in a sea of troubles about het at this moment, as 
I can perceive by thy fidgetting." 

*' Dj ishe, man !-*^he ih a poor sistet of mine," 
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said Wayland*^^^^ she can ung and plaj o** the 
lute, would win the fish out o^ the atream.'^ 

*^ Let me hear her instantly,^ said the boy ; 
*< I love the lute rarely ; I love it of all things, 
though I never beard it.^ 

'< Then how canst thou love it, Flibbertigibw 
bet P"" said Wayland. 

'^ As knights love ladies in old tales,^ answered 
Dickie—" on hearsay."^ 

<^ Then love it on hearsay a little longer, till 
my uster is recovered from the fatigue of her 
journey,'' said Way land ;-— muttering afterwards 
betwixt his teeth, '* The devil take the inip's 
cuzioahy l-*^I must keep fair weather with him^ 
or we shall fere the worse.'* 

He then proceeded to state to Master Holiday 
his own talents as ia^uggler, with those of his eis* 
tor as a musician. Some proof of his dexterity 
was demanded, which he readily gave in sudi H 
style of excellence, that, delighted at obtaining 
such an accession to thmr party, they readily a&. 
qui&s»ed in the apology which he offsred, when a 
dkjday of his ststmf s talents was required. The 
newcomers were invited to partake of the refresh- 
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mento with which the party were provided ; and 
it was' with some difficulty that' Waylatid Smith 
obtained an opportunity of being apart with his 
supposed sister during the meal, of which interval; 
he availed himself to entreat her to ibrgdt for the^ 
present both her rank end her sorrows, and con- 
descend, as the most probable chance of retnain- 
ing concealed, to mix in the society of those with 
whom she was to travel. 

The Countess allowed the necessity of the dsrse, 
and when they resumed their journey, endeavour, 
ed to comply with her guldens advice, by address- 
ing hersdf to a female near her, and expressing 
her concern for the woman whom they were thus 
obliged to leave behind them. 

'^ O, she is well attended, madam,^ replied the 
dame whom she liddressed, who, from her j<dly 
aiid laughtef-loving demeanour, niight have been 
the very emblem of the Wife of Bkth ; " and my 
gosiup Laoeham thinks as Mttle of these matters 
as any one. By. the ninth day, an the revels last 
so long^ we shall have her with us at Kenil worthy 
even If she should travel with her.bantUn^ on 
herback.^ . . 
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-' There was something in tbis speeeh which tool^ 
«way all desire on the Countess of Leicester'^s part 
to continue the conversation ; but haying broken 
the cbarni by speaking to her fi^o Wwtraveller first, 
ihe good dame, who was to play Rare Gillian of 
Croydcns, in one of the interludes, took care that 
silence did not again settle on the joiirney, but 
entertained her silent companion with a thousand 
anecdotes of revels, from the days of King Harrj 
downwards, with the reception given them by th& 
great folks, and all the names pf those, who play>- 
ed the principal characters ; but ever concluding 
with ^^ they would be nothing to the princely {4ea«* 
sures of Kenil worth.*?' 

^< And when shall we'reach Kettilw«nrth ?^ said 
the Countess, with an agitation which she in vmn 
attempted to conoeaL . . 

<^ We .that have hovses may, with late riding, 
•gettb Warwick to-night, and K^mlworth may be 
distant some four or five miles,— 4>ut then we must 
wait till the fooUpeoj^ come up ; although it is 
'like my good Lord of Leicester will have hoivesor 
light carriages to meet them, and bring than up 
without being travel-toiled, which l^st is no good 
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jlMPeparation^ as you may suppose, for dancing bo- 
fore your belters— *And yet, Lord help me, I hare 
seen the day I would have tramped five leagues of 
lea*land, and turned on my toe the whole erening 
after, as a juggler spins a pewter platter on the 
point of a needle. But age has clawed me 8om&. 
what in his clutch, as the song says ; though, if I 
like the tune and like my partner, 1^*11 dance the 
heys yet with any merry lass in Warwickshire^ 
that writes that unhappy figure four with a round 
O after it.'' 

If the Countess was overwhelmed with the 
garrulity of this good dame, Wayland Smith, on 
hb part, had enough to do to sustain and parry 
the constant lEittacks made upon him by the inde- 
fatigable curiosity of his old acquaintance Rich- 
ard Sludge. Nature had given :that $,tch youn^ 
ster a piling cast of disposition, which matched 
admiraUy with his diarp wit ; the former indu- 
cing him to plant himself as a spy on other p^ 
ple'^s ajBairs, and the latter quality leading him per- 
petually to interfere, after he had made himstilf 
master of that which concerned him not* He spent 
the Uv^-long day in attempting to peer under the 
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Goutiiesd^s mutter, and appftiretitly what he could 
theire discern greatly sharpened his curiosity. 

« That rister of thine, Wayland," he said, " has 
a fdr neck to have been born in a smithy, and a 
pretty tlipet hahd to have been used for twirling 
a 6pindle-^faith, Til believe in your relationship 
when the crow's egg is hatched into a cygnet" 

" Go to^'' said Wayland, " thou art a prating 
boy, and should be breeched for thine assurance.*^ 

** Well," said the imp, drawing oflv " all I say 
is,-**-remember you have kept a secret from me ! 
and if I give thee not a Rowland for thine Oliver, 
my name is not Dickon Sludge." 

This threat, and the distance at which Hob*' 
goblin kept from him for the rest of the way, 
akrmed Wayland very much, and he suggested 
to his pretended sister, that, on pretext of weari- 
ness, she should express a desire to stop two or 
three miles short of the fair town of Warwick, 
promising to rejoin the troop in the morning. A 
small village inn afforded them a resting-place ; 
and it was with secret pleasure that Wayland saw 
the whole party, including Dickon, pass on, after 
a courteous farewell, and leave them behind. 
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** To^OKHtow, madaBOy** he said to bis charge, 
<* we will, with' your leave, again start early, and 
reach Kenilworth before the Irout whidi are tt>as- 
semUe tbere.^ 

The Countess gave assent to the pn^sal of 
her faithful guide ; but, somewhtft' lo his sur. 
prise, said nothing farther on the subjectj which 
left Wayland under the disagreeable uncertainty 
whether €x no Ae had formed any plan for her 
own future proceedings, as he knew her situation 
deflMinded circumspectitxi, although he was but' 
ixnperfeetly acquainted with all its peculiarities. 
Concluding, however, that she must have fiiands 
within the castle, whose advice and assistance Ae 
could safely trust, he su]q)osed his task would be 
best accomplished by conducting her thither in. 
safety, agreeably to her repeated commands. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Hafk, the bells summon, «nd the bugle calls. 

But she the fairest answers not— the tide 

Of nobles and of ladies throngs the hidls, 

But she the loveliest must in secret hide. 

Vfhat eyes were thine, proud Prince, whidi in the gleam 

Of yon gay meteors lost that better sense. 

That o'er the glow-worm doth the star esteem. 

And merit's modest bhish o*er courtly insolence ? 

The Glau Snpper. 

Thb unfortunate Countess of Leicester had, 
from her infancy upwards, been treated by those 
around, bar with indulgence as unbounded as in- 
judidous. The natural sweetness of her disposi- 
tion had saved her from becoming insolent and 
ilUhumcHtfed ; but the caprice which preferred 
the handsome and insinuating Ldcester before 
Tressilian, of whose high honour and unalterable 
affection she herself entertained so firm an opi- 
nion-^that fatal error, which ruined the happiness 
•of her life, had its origin in the mistaken kind* 
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ness that had spared her childhood the painful, 
but most necessary lesson, of submission and self- 
command. From the same indulgence, it followed 
that she had only been accustomed to form and to 
express her wishes, leaidng to others the task of 
fulfilling them ; wd thus» at the most momentous 
period of her life, she was alike destitute of pre- 
sence of mind, and of ability to form for herself 
any reasonable or prttd«[it jJan of conduct. 

These difficulties pressed on th^ unfortunate 
lady with overwhelming force, on the morning 
which seemed to be the crm» of her fate. Over- 
looking every intermediate consideration, she had 
Aoly destced to be at Keoil vortb, aod tp approach 
her hosband^s pnoEKnce ; and now, when 9b& wm 
in die vicijiitydF both, ft thousand consideratiiHia 
^urose at once upon her mind, jitactling ber with 
accumulated doubts and dangers, flome real* spme 
imaginary, and all e^^ilted and exaggenUed .by A 
situation alike helpless, and desldtiiite of wA and 
counsel. 

A sleepless night rendered her so weak in the 
fnomingy'^that she was altogether u&aUe to attend 
-Wayland^s^arly summons. The trusty ^ide be- 

12 
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tami extremely distressed on the lady^s account, 
and somewhat alarmed on his own, and was on 
the point of going akme to Kenil worth, in tbehope 
-of discovering Tressilian, and intimating to him 
the lady^s approadi, when about nine in the monv- 
ing he was summoned to attend her. He found 
her dnessed, and ready €ar resuming her joumeyy 
but with a pal^ess of countaaance which .abn»* 
ed him for her health. She intimated hor cfe- 
4ire that the hc^ses might be got instantly ready, 
juid resisted with impatience her guldens request, 
tkat she would take some r^rfreshmeht before set- 
ting forward. ^^ I have had,^ die said, ^^a cup of 
water-^the wretch who is dragged to exocution 
needs no stronger cordial, and that may serve me 
whidi suffices for him*^o as I command you/^ 
Wayland Smith still belated. ^^ What would you 
have?" said she — " Have I not spol^en plainly ?*" 
** Yes, madam," answered Waylaid ; " but 
flsay I ask what is your farther purpose ?-*-! only 
wish to know, that I may guide myself by your 
widies. The whole country is afloat, and stream- 
ing towavds the Castk of Kenilwortb. It wiU be 
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difficult travelling thither, even if we had the ne- 
cessary passports for safe-conduct and free-admit- 
tance— Unknown and unfriended) we may come 
by mishap. — ^Your ladyship will forgive my speak- 
ing my poor mind— Were we not better try to 
find out the masquers, and again join our^lves 
with them ?^ — The Countess shook her head, and 
*ker guide proceeded, ^^ Then I see but one other 
remedy." 

^* Speak out, then,"" said the lady, not dis- 
pleased, perhaps, that he should thus offer thead*- 
vice which she was ashamed to ask ; ^^ I believe 
thee fiEUthful— what wouldst thou counsel f^ 

** That I should warn Master Tressilian,"^ said 
Wayland, " that you are in this place. I am 
right certain he would get to horse with a few <rf 
Lord Sussex'*s followers^ and ensure your per- 
sonal safety.'' 

** And is it to me you advise,** said the Count- 
ess, " to put myself under the protection of Susi. 
sex,, the unworthy rival of the noble Laocster?'* 
Then, seeing the surprise with which Wayland 
stared upon her, and afraid of having too stfiongp 
13 
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ly intimated her interest in Leicester, she added, 
" And for Tressilian, it must not be — ^mentbn 
not to him, I charge you, my unhappy name ; it 
would but double my misfOTtunes, and involve 
him in dangers beyond the power of rescue,^ She 
paused ; but when she observed that Wayland 
continued to look on her with that anxious and 
uncertain gaze, which indicated a doubt whether 
her brain was settled, she assumed an air of com- 
posure, and added, *^ Do thou but guide me to 
Kenilworth Castle, good fellow, and thy task is 
ended, since I will then judge what farther is to 
be done. Thou hast yet been true to me— here is 
something that will make thee rich amends,^ 

She offered the artist a ring, containing a valu- 
able stone. Wayland looked at it, hesitated a 
moment, and then returned it " Not,'' he said, 
^^ that I am above your kindness, madam, being 
but a poor fellow, who have been forced, God 
help me ! to live by worse shifts than the bounty 
of such a person as you. But as my old master 
the farrier used to say to his customers, * No 
cure no pay.' We are not yet in Kenilworth 

VOL. II. X 
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Castk, and it i» time enough to discbarge your 
guide, as they say, when you take your boots off. 
I trust in God your ladyship is as well assured 
of fitting rec^p&m when you aniTe, aa you may 
bold yourself certainr of my best endeavours to 
conduct you thither safely. I go to get the horses; 
meantime let me pray you once more, as your 
poor phyocian as well as guide, to take some sm* 
tenanee.* 

« I win— I wai,** said the lady, hastily, « Beu 
gone^ begone instantly !— It is in vain I assume 
audeudty,^ smd she when he left the room ; ^^ even 
this poor groom sees through my aflisdtation of 
courage, and fathoms the very ground of my 
fears."* 

She then attempted to follow her guldens ad- 
vice by taking some food, but was compelled to 
desist, as the effort to swallow even a single mor- 
sel gave her so much uneasiness as amounted 
well nigh to suffocation. A moment afterwards 
the horses appeared at the latticed window— ^the 
lady mounted, and found that relief from the 
fbee air and change of place, which is frequently 
experienced in similar drcumstances. 
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It chanced well for the Countesses piifpcM thki 
Wayland Smifli, whose pi^Vious wandering and 
unsettled life had made Ivm acquainted with al. 
most all England^ was intimate with all the bye- 
roads^ as well as direct communications, through 
the beautiful cbunty of Warwick. For such* and 
86 great was the throng which flocked ia alt di^ 
rections towards KenilwOrth) to see the ^ntry of 
Elizabeth into that splendid manoion of her j^ime 
favourite, that the prindpal roads were actually 
blockaded and interrupted^ and it Was only by 
circuitous bye-paths that the travellers coUld pro^ 
ceed on their journey. 

The Queen'^s purveyors had been abroad, swieep- 
ing the farms and villages of those articles usual* 
ly exacted during a royal Progress, and for which 
the owners were afterwards to obtain a tardy pay- 
ment from the Board of Green Cloth. The Earl 
of Leicester's household officers had been scour*' 
ing the country for the same purpose ; and many" 
of his friends and allies5 both near and remote, 
took this opportunity of ingratiating themselves, 
by sending large quanti^ of proviaons and de- 
licacies o£ all khids^ With game in huge q[uantitks; 
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and whole tons of the best liquors, foreign^ and 
domestic. Thus the high roads were filled with 
droves of bullocks, sheep, and calves and hogs,, 
and choked with loaded wains, whose axlcrtrees 
cracked under their burdens of wine-casks; and 
hogsheads of ale, and huge hampers of grocery, 
goods, and slaughtered game, and salted provi-. 
s^on, and sacks of flour. Perpetual stc^pages. 
took place as these wains became entangled ; and 
their rude drivers, swearing and brawling till 
their wild passions were fully raised, began to 
debate precedence with their waggon- whips and 
quarter-staves, which occasional riots were usual- ; 
ly quieted by a purveyor, deputy-marshalVman, 
or some other person in authority, breaking the 
heads of both parties. 

Here were, besides, players and mummers, jug* . 
glers and showmen of every description, traver- 
sing in joyous bands the paths which led to the . 
Palace of Princely Pleasure ; for so the travelling . 
minstrels had termed Kenilworth in the songs 
which already had come forth in anticipation of 
the revels which were there expected. In the midst 
of thb motley show, mendicants were exhibiting 
1 
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their real or pretended miseries, forming a strange, 
though common, contrast betwixt the vanities and 
the sorrows of human existence. All these float- 
ed along with the immense tide of population, 
whom mere curiosity had drawn together ; and 
-where the mechanic, in his leathern apron, elbow- 
ed the dink and dainty dame, his city mistress ; 
where clowns, with hob-nailed shoes, were tread- 
ing on the kibes of substantial burghers and gen- 
tlemen of worship ; and where Joan of the dairy, 
-with robust pace, and red sturdy arms, rowed her 
way onward, amongst those prim and pretty mop* 
pets, whose sires were knights and squires. 

The throng and confusion was, however, of a 
gay and cheerful character. All came forth to see 
and to enjoy, and all laughed at the trifling in- 
convQniencies which at another time might have 
chafed their temper. Excepting the occasional 
brawls which we have mentioned amongst that 
irritable race the carmen, the mingled sounds 
which arose from the multitude were those of 
light-hearted mirth, and tiptoe jollity. The mu- 
isidans preluded on their instruments— the min- 
strels hummed th&i songs — ^the licensed jester 
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vboopie4 l^etwixt nurth and madoess, as hebrwr 
dished bis bauble-^tbe morrice-daQcers jangled 
jtbepr bellft^the rustics balloo^d and wbistled^rr 
tf^n IwgW loud, and nuidep« gigglad «briU; 
wbile many a bfiq^ ^est Aew Uk^ s^ sbutfle^xidk 
frpm pne party to be caught in the air and returns 
edfit^m the opposite ^4? of tbe road by anotber^ 
fit ^^icb it was aiina4* 

No infliction can b® so distressing to a min^ 
ab^orb^ in niel^pcbp)y, as beUxg plwged into a 
fCfo^ of mirth ai^ reveby, forming an accompa- 
pim^t 90 dissonant from its own feelings, Yet^v^ 
the caijp of the Countess of I ^io e ster» the nojse gnd 
pm^i otiim gid4y m^ene distracted bertboughts, 
ffid repdered her this sad serr^oe, that it became 
ilT^possibie for ber tobroq^on ber Gwuvm^^Gir 
to fiprm t^ble anti<4p^iws c^ heir approaching 
fe^te, Sbe travelled on, bke one in % dream, foL- 
iQwmg impUciUy tbe guidaiipe of Wayland, whc^ 
with gre^t address^ i^ow threaded bi& w^r tbrou^ 
tbd general tbroi^g of passe^gersn paw stpqd stiU 
until a favowrahje c^pc^u^ty occurr^ of agani 
n^OYipg forw^4» wd freq^e1ilAly tijUinii^ altoge* 
th^ oift of the dwect ro«d, foOf^fA ¥m»^ cirw)^ 
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Oils by-path, which brought them into the higk 
road flgaiDy after having giv^i them the opportiK 
mty of traveratng a ocmaideiable way with greater 
ease and rapidity* 

It was thus he avoided Warwick^ within wh^M 
Castle (that fairest monument of andcnt and chiU 
vakous spkndour which yet remains uninjured 
by time) Eliiabeth had passed the previous nighty 
and where she was to tarry until plut noon, at that 
time the general hour of dinner throughout £ng» 
land, after which repast she was to proceed to Ke^ 
nilworth. in the meanwhile, each passmggroupe 
had something to say in the Sovere^^s praise^ 
though not absdlutely without th6 usual mixbusa 
of satire which qualifies more or less our estimate 
of our neighbours, eipecially if they chance to be 
also our betters. 

^< Heard you,^ said one^ '^ hoW graokmsly she 
spoke to Master Bailiff and the Recorder, and to 
good Master Griffin the preacher, as they kaeel* 
ed down at her coach- window ?^ 
' ^< Ay, and how she said to little Agliobby, 
* Mftst^ Racorder, men would have pIsiBUaded mc 
that you were aftaid cf me, but truly I thinks so 
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Well did you reckon up to me the virtues of a 
fiovereign, that I have more reason to be afraid 
of you**— And then with what grace she took the 
fair-wrought purse with the twenty gold sove- 
reigns, seeming as though she wpuld not willing, 
ly handle it, and yet taking it withal.**' ^ 

" Ay, ay,'* said another, " her fingers dosed 
on it pretty willingly methought, when all was 
done ; and methought, too, she weighed them for 
a second in her hand, as she would say, I hope 
they be avoirdupois.'' 

' ^' She needed not, neighbour," sidd a third; 
^^ it is only when the corporation pay the accounts 
^f a poor handicraft like me, that they put him 
off with dipt coin.— Well, there is a God above 
all — Little IVfaster Recorder, innce that is the 
word, will be greater now than ever." 

** Come, good neighbour," said the first speak- 
er, << be not envious-— She is a good Queen, and 
a generous — She gave, the purse to the Earl of 
Leicester." 

, " I envious ?— beshrew thy heart for the word !" 
replied the handicraft— << But she will give all to 
the Earl of Ldcester anon, methinks." 
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' *< You are turning ill^ lady,'* said Wayland 
Smith' to the Countess of Leicester, and propo- 
sed that she should draw off from the ro^d, and 
hah till she recovered. But, subduing her feelings 
at this, and different speeches to the same pur- 
pose, which caught her ear as they passed on, she 
insisted that her guide should proceed to Kenil- 
worth with all the haste which the numerous im-^ 
pediments of their journey permitted. Meanwhile^ 
Wayland^s anxiety at her repeated fits of indim 
positipn, and her obvious distraction of mind, was 
hourly increasiiig, and he became extremely de- 
»rous, that, according to her reiterated requests^ 
^ she should be safely introduced into the Castle^ 
where, he doubted not, she was secure of a kind 
reception, though she seemed unwilling to reveal 
on whom she reposed her hopes. 
; ** An I were once rid of this peril,'* thought 
lie, ^^ and if any man shall find me playing squire 
of the body to a damosel^errant, he shall have 
leave to beat my brains out with my own dedge- 
hammer.^ 

At length the princely Castleappeared, upon im- 
proving wiuch, and the domains around, the Earl 
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of JLrionter had, it is said, expended axiy thou- 
sand poiuids sterling, a sum equal to ludf a mUlioa 
of our present money. 

The outer wall of this qfdendid and ^gantic 
stnictuie oidosed seven acres, a part of which 
was occupied by exteBsiye staUesy xad by a ple»» 
sure garden, with its trim arbours and parterres, 
and the rest limned the large base-court, or out* 
er yard, of the noble Castle. The kNrdiy stnic* 
ture itsd^ whiidi rose near the centre of this sptb- 
atms endosure^ was composed of a huge jnle of 
magnificent castellated buildings, apparently of 
different ages, surrounding an inner court, and 
bearing in the names attached to each pordonof 
the magnificent mass, and in the armorial bear* 
ings which were there Uazoned^ the emblems of 
mighty chiefs who had long passed away, and 
whose history, could .AmbitioB have lent ear to it, 
might have read a lesson to the hau^ity iavour- 
bt^ who had now acq^siiied and was augmenting 
the fair domain. AlargeandmassiTeKe^p,wludi 
formed the citadel of the Castle, was of unoortaiil 
though great antiquity. It bcnre the naaoe of 
Cs»a^, perhaps &om its resettdbkaoe to that in 
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Ascribed its foundation U> the time of Kenelph, 
from whom the Castle had its name^ a Saxoa 
^ng of Mercim md others to m. early sera after 
ihe Narmao Conquest. Oa the exterior walls 
frowa^ the scutebew of the CliiU<ms» by whom 
they were founds in the reiga <^ Henry I., and 
of the yet more redoiditod Simon de M<mtfort, 
hy whooa, during the Barcms^ Wars, Kenilworth 
was long h^Id out against Hcsiry III. Here Mor- 
luner, £arl of March, fajpaous ahke for his rise 
wd his fall* had once gaily revelled, while his 
dethroned soyereign, Edward JL, languished in 
its dungeons. Old Jdiu o{ Gaunt, ^^ time-ho. 
noured Laueaater,^ had widely extended the Cas* 
tie, erecting that noble and massive pile whidi yet 
bears the name of Lancaater^s Buildings; and Lei. 
theater himself had outdone the ftumer possessor}^ 
prinody^and powerful as they were, by erecting 
Another inuxhensa strueture, wUdbi now lies crush- 
ed under its own rmns^ the moniunciit of its own* 
ev's ambition. The external wallofthia royal Ca»- 
tle was>Qn the soitth and west sides^ adorned and 
defended by a lake partly artificial, across which 
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Leicester had constructed a stately bridge, thai 
Elizabeth might enter the Castle by a path hither- 
to untrodden, instead of the usual entrance to the 
northward, over which he had erected a gate-house 
or barbican, which still exists, and is equal in ex- 
tent and superior in architecture, to the baronial 
castle of many a northern chief. 

Beyond the lake lay an extenrave chase, full 
of red deer, fallow deer, roes, and every species 
of game, and abounding with lofty trees, from 
amongst which the extended front and massive 
towers of the castle were seen to rise in majesty 
and beauty. We cannot but add, that of this 
lordly palace, where princes feasted and heroes 
fought, now in the bloody earnest of storm and 
siege, and now in the games of chivalry, where 
beauty dealt the prize which valour won, all is 
now desolate. The bed of the lake is but a rushy 
swamp ; and the massive ruins of the Castle only 
serve to shew what their splendour once was, and 
to impress on the musing visitor the transitory 
value of human possessions, and the happiness of 
those who enjoy a humble lot in virtuous content- 
ment. 
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It was with fai: different feelings that the un- 
fortunate Countess of Leicester viewed those grey 
and massive towers, when she first beheld them 
rise above the embowering and richly shaded 
woods, over which they seemed to preside. She, 
the undoubted wife of the great Earl, of EUza? 
beth^s minion, and England^s mighty favourite, 
was approaching the presence of her husband,^ 
and that husband^s sovereign, under the protec- 
tion, rather than the guidance, of a poor juggler ; 
and though unquestioned Mistress of that proud 
Castle, whose lightest word ought 'to have had 
force sufficient to make its gates leap from their 
massive hinges to receive her, yet she could not 
conceal from herself the difficulty and peril which, 
she must experience in gaining admission into her 
own halls. 

The risk and difficulty, indeed, seemed to in- 
crease every moment, and at length threatened 
altogether to put a stop to her farther progress, 
at the great gate leading to a broad and fair road, 
which, traversing the breadth of the Chase for 
the space of two miles, and commanding several 
most beautiful views of the Castle and lake, ter- 
minated at the newly constructed bridge, to which 
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it wfis an dppeaidage, mid whibb ivtts dcsstttted to 
t<mn the Queen^is approatb to ibe Castle cm that 
memorable occasioii. ' * 

Here the Counters and WayUnd found the 
gate at the end of this avenue, which opened oti 
the Warwick road, guarded by a body of the 
Queen^s mounted yecHnen of the guard, mitted 
in ccMTslets richly carted and ^Ided, and wearing 
morions instead of bonnets, having thdr cara- 
Hnes resting with the butt^end on their thighs. 
These guards, who did duty wherever the Queen 
went in person, were here staticmed under tbe di- 
rection of a pursuivant, graced with the Bear and 
Bagged Staff on his arm, as belonging to the Earl 
of Leicester, and peremptorily refused all admit- 
tance, excepting to such as were guests invited ta 
the festival, or persons who were to perform som^ 
part in the mirthful exhibitions which were pro- 
posed. 

The press was of consequence great around' 
the entrance, and persons of all kinds presented 
every sort of plea for admittance ; to which the 
guards turned an inexorable ear, pleading, in re>. 
turn to fair words and even to fdir offers, the strict- 
2 
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neMof their orders, founded on d^ Qoeen^s welL 
known dislike to the rude pressing o£ a multitude* 
With those whom such reasons didnot serve, the;p 
dealt more, rudely, repelling them without cere« 
mon J by the pressure of their powerful barbed 
horses, and good round blows from the stock of 
their carabines. These last maaosuYres produced 
undulations amongst die crowd, which rendered 
Wajland much afraid that he might p^force be 
separated from his charge in the throng. Neither 
did he know what excuse to make in order to 
obtain admittance, and he was debating the mat« 
ter in his head with great unceftainty, when the 
Barfs pursuiyant having cast an eye upon him, 
exclaimed, to his no small surptise, *^ Yeomen, 
make room for the fellow in the orange4awny 
doak-*— Come forward. Sir Coxcomb, and make 
haste. What, in the fiend^s name, has kept you- 
waiting ? Come forward with your bale of wo^ 
man^s gear.^ 

While the pursuivant gave Wayland this press* 
ing yet uncourteous invitation, which, for a mi. 
nute or two, he could not imagine was applied 
to him, the yeomen speedily made a free pas« 
9tgt tbr bim, while only cautioning his corapanioD 



yGoogk 



386 * K£NILWOBTH. 

to keep the muffler close around her lace, he en- 
tered the gate leading her palfrey^ but with such 
a drooping crest, and such a look of conscious 
fear and anxiety, that the crowd, not greatly 
pleased at any rate with the preference bestowed 
upon them, accompanied their admission with 
hooting, and a loud laugh of deriaon. 

Admitted thus within the chace, though with no 
very flattering notice or distinction, Wayland and 
his charge rode forward, musing what difficulties 
it would be next their lot to encounter, through 
the broad avenue, which was centinelled on either 
side by a long line of retainers, armed with swords 
and partizans, richly dressed in the Earl of Lei- 
cester's liveries, and bearing his cognizance of the 
Bear and Ragged Staff, each placed within three 
paces of each other, so as to line the whole road 
from the entrance into the park to the bridge. 
And, indeed, when the lady obtained the first 
commanding view of the Castle, with its stately 
towers rising from within a long sweeping line of 
outward walls, ornamented with battlements, and 
turrets, and platforms, at every point of defence, 
with many a banner streaming from its walls, and 
such a bustle of gay crests, and waving plumes. 
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diftposed on the terratMiS nnd butdetnetits, and all 
the gay and gorg^eous Bten&f her heaf t^ una<icu9» 
tdtned to such splendout*, sank as it it died with*, 
in her, and for a moment she asked herself, what 
she had c^ered Up to Leicester to deserve to be- 
come the partner of this princely splendour. But 
her pride and generous spirit resiilted the whis- 
per which bade her despair. 

** I have ^ven him,'' she siud, ** all that Wd- 
man haa to give. Name and fame^ hean and hand, 
hate I given tfa6 lord of all this tnagniflceno^ at 
the altar, and England's Queen could giv6 hini 
no mor^< H^ is my husband<^I am his trife^-^ 
Whom GkkL hath joined, man cannot launder. I 
will be bold inclaiming my right ; tven th^ bolder, 
that I come thuft unc<xpe6ted, and thUis forlorn. 
I know my noble Dudky well f He wifi be some>. 
thing impatient at my disobeying him, but Amy 
will weep, and Dudley will forgive her.** 

I'bese meditations were interrupted by a cry 
of surprise frbm her guide Wayland^ trho BdA- 
denly felt himsdf gtasped firmly rotmd the body 
by a pah* of long thift bfatok ankis^ bdon^ng to 

vot. II, t 
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some one who had dropped himself out of an 
oak tree, upon the croupe of his horse, amidst 
the shouts of laughter which burst from the cen- 
tinels. 

<* This must be the devil, ot Flibbertigibbet 
again r said Wajland, after a vain struggle to 
disengage himself, and unhorse the urchin who 
clung to him ; ^^ Do Kenilworth oaks bear suck 
acorns ?^ 

" In sooth do they, Master Wayland,** said 
his unexpected adjunct, ^^ and many others, too 
hard for you to crack, for as old as you are, with- 
out my teaching you. How would you hfive pass- 
ed the pursuivant at the uppet gate yonder, had 
not I warned him our principal juggler was to 
follow us ? and here have I waited for you, having 
clambered up into the tree from the top of our 
w^in, and I suppose they are all mad for want of 
me by this time." 

^^ Nay^ then, thou art a limb of the devil in 
good earnest,'' said Wayland. " I give thee way, 
good imp, and will walk by thy counsel ; only as 
thou art powerful be merciful.'* 

As he spoke, they approached a stn^g tower. 



yGoogk 



KSNILWOBTH. 339 

at the south extremity of the long bridge we have 
mentioned, which served to protect the outer gate- 
way of the castle of Kenil worth. 

Under such disastrous circumstances, and in 
such singular company, did the unfortunate 
Countess of Leicester approach, for the first 
time, the magnificent abode of her almost prince- 
ly husband. 



END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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